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PREFACE. 


TH  O  U  G  H  we  have  numberlefs  trea- 
tifes  on  military  fubjects,  it  has  al- 
ways been  regretted  that  none  of  the  au- 
thors have  defcended  lower  than  to  in- 
ftrucl:  generals  in  the  operations  of  ar- 
mies, excepting  thofe  who  confine  them- 
felves  to  the  duties  of  the  parade  and 
garrifon,  fo  that  inferior  officers  have 
had  no  fource  from  whence  they  could 
derive  any  inftruclion  or  information  of 
the  duties  of  their  fphere  in  the  field,  e- 
ven  though  they  may  have  ranfacked  all 
the  military  writers  from  Vegetius  to  our 
books  of  difcipline.  The  inftruclions  on 
the  fublime  parts  of  war  are  perfect,  none 
however  but  general  officers  have  occa- 
lion  to  confult  them  for  any  purpofe  but 
fpeculation,  while  the  art  of  carrying  on 
the  Petite  Guerre  and  fortifying  the  lef- 
fer  pofts  in  the  field,  which  is  the  bufi- 
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nefs  of  every  rank,  has  remained  un- 
heeded, as  if  unworthy  the  notice  of  mi- 
litary writers,  till  Monfieur  Le  Cointe, 
and  Mr.  De  Jeney,  publiflied  their  trea- 
tifes  during  the  courfe  of  laft  war. 

From  thefe  works,  compared  with  the 
opinions  and  obfervations  of  particular 
friends,  I  have  collected  fuch  informati- 
on in  the  following  effay,  as,  I  hope, 
may  be  of  fervice  to  my  brother-officers 
who  are  folicitous  of  improvement  on 
that  head. 

Every  one  knows  of  what  importance 
even  the  fmalleft  detachments  are  to  an 
army ,  and  muft  be  fen  fible  that  if  th  ey  hap- 
pen to  be  commanded  by  officers  who  are 
ignorant  of  their  duty,  they  can  neither 
expect  to  procure  advantage  to  the  army, 
nor  honour  to  themfelves :  but  as  it  is  on- 
ly on  occasion  of  being  employed  in  com- 
manding fmall  detachments,  that  the  in- 
ferior officers  can  hope  to  iignalize  them- 
felves ;  the  knowledge  of  this  particular 
branch,  is  an  object  the  moil  worthy  of 
their  iludy  and  regard.    Nor  can  an  of- 
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ficer  who  would  diftinguifh  himfelf  as  an 
alert  partifan,  be  too  minutely  acquaint- 
ed with  a  fubjecl  of  as  much  importance 
to  him,  as  he  is  important  to  the  army 
with  whom  he  ferves  ;  efpecially  lince  the 
prefent  method  of  forming  ilrong  corps 
tinder  partifans  has  prevailed. 

The  duties  of  the  field  and  garrifon 
have  fo  little  refemblance  that  they  may 
be  reckoned  difUnct  profeifions.  We  have 
authors  to  inftrucr.  us  in  the  minuter! 
points  of  garrifon-duty ;  but  none  to 
teach  the  fubaltern  officers  their  particu- 
lar duties  in  the  field  ;  and  I  believe  they 
would,  in  general,  be  greatly  embarraf- 
fed  if  fent  with  detachments  of  thirty  or 
fifty  men  with  orders  to  intrench,  or 
occupy  a  poll. 

Even  Monfieur  Clairac  who  writes  ex- 
prefsly  on  the  fubject  of  pofts  in  the  field, 
confines  himfelf  to  the  great  works  which 
are  conftructed  for  the  intrenching  of  ar- 
mies, lines  of  communication,  &c.  which 
can  be  of  little  affiftance  to  the  fubaltern 
officer  who  wants  to  intrench  his  detach- 
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merit :  and  yet  the  fcience  of  pofts  is  one 
of  the  principal  objects  for  a  general  to 
attend  to,  for  upon  that  in  a  very  great 
meafure  depends  the  fecurity  of  the  ar- 
my, either  in  camp  or  on  a  march. 

If  to  the  fcience  of  pofts  be  added  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  partifan  in  fecret 
marches ;  occupying,  defending,  or  at- 
tacking polls ;  reconnoitring  countries 
or  the  enemy  ;  placing  of  ambufcades ; 
purfuits  or  retreats,  &c.  the  whole  me- 
thod of  carrying  on  the  Petite  Guerre  will 
be  known ;  and  this  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  following  effay  to  explain. 

Thofe  officers  who  were  employed 
laft  war  in  the  field  againft  an  enemy  ac- 
quainted with  the  art  of  war,  will  fee  a 
detail  with  which  their  daily  duties  made 
them  familiar ;  the  reft  of  the  army  will 
be  enabled  to  compare  their  fervices, 
with  the  contending  againft  fkilful  re- 
gulars in  the  field ;  and  they  who  have 
feen  no  fervice,  will  be  inftrucled  in  the 
duties  that  their  profeffion  expofes  them 
to  when  a  new  war  calls  on  them. 
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Perhaps  it  may  be  pardonable  to  fug- 
geft,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Militia 
may  fome  time  or  other  derive  fome  ufe- 
ful  inilruclion  from  the  following  trea- 
tife.  That  they  may  long  remain  un- 
practifed  in  war  is  my  fervent  wiih,  but 
as  we  cannot  forefee  the  events  of  fu- 
ture wars,  it  may  be  no  misfortune  to 
have  advice,  how  to  improve  the  advan- 
tage which  their  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try gives  them,  if  they  mould  at  any 
time  have  occaiion  to  ftep  forth  in  de- 
fence of  their  property,  and  all  they  hold 
dear. 

When  every  fchool  is  called  an  aca- 
demy, and  young  gentlemen  are  promi- 
fed  an  education  for  the  army,  we  are 
forry  to  fee  them  come  to  regiments 
without  any  inftruction  that  relates  par- 
ticularly to  the  profeilion,  except  per- 
haps the  theory  of  geometry  and  forti- 
fication. The  different  branches  of  the 
mathematics  taught  in  thefe  academies 
are  certainly  very  ufeful,  but  are  they 
fufhcient  to  give  any  idea  of  war?  When 
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the  pupils  leave  thefe  academies,  have 
they  brought  with  them  any  notion  of 
pitching  a  tent ;  fixing  a  camp ;  mount- 
ing a  guard ;  going  the  night-patroles 
between  two  armies ;  conftructing  a  re- 
doubt ;  defending  an  intrenchment,  or 
attacking  a  poll  ?  We  cannot  think  it 
is  poflible,  reafonings  and  drawings  will 
not  ferve. 

The  art  of  war  is  much  the  fame  as 
our  matters  the  Romans  taught  it,  only 
that  gun-powder  has  fupplanted  the  flow- 
er operations  of  the  balijta  -Mid  catapult  a. 
The  Campus  Martius  was  their  military 
academy  where  they  learned  the  art  of 
war  by  practice,  under  the  eyes  of  ex- 
perienced officers;  and  were  the  pupils 
of  our  academies  fhewn  the  manoeuvres 
that  happen  moft  frequently  in  a  cam- 
paign, which  every  military  man  ought 
to  know ;  they  would  not  leave  the  aca- 
demies like  fimple  fcholars,  but  formed 
foldiers  ;  capable  of  fervice  \  conducting 
parties  ;  intrenching  potts,  and  oppofing 
the  enemy  \  and  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground 
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would  be  fufficient  to  mew  the  different 
operations  that  render  the  foundation  of 
the  fcience  familiar  to  the  pupils. 

In  this  country  we  have  not  been  the 
firft  to  copy  the  great  matters  in  the  art 
of  war,  nay  we  are  indebted  to  our  neigh- 
bours for  the  very  terms  of  the  art,  for 
which  reafon  an  explanation  of  any  of 
the  terms  made  ufe  of  in  the  following 
effay,  which  our  Englifh  dictionaries  have 
not  adopted^  will  be  given  in  the  courfe 
of  it. 

A  greater  number  of  well  authenti- 
cated facts  might  have  been  collected  and 
introduced  to  illuftrate  the  particular  fub- 
jecls,  but  this  would  have  been  inconfif- 
tent  with  the  particular  deiign  of  a  work 
intended  to  comprife  every  neceffary  in- 
ftruction  within  the  compafs  of  a  pocket- 
volume,  to  be  confulted  on  any  emer- 
gency. 
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CHAP.     I. 

Of the  £ radical  Geometry  necejfary  for  an 
Officer. 

AS  the  fmalleft  detachments  of  an  ar- 
my may  have  occafion  in  the  courfe 
of  their  fervice  to  conftrucl  fome  works 
of  defence,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  offi- 
cer to  acquire  fuch  a  knowledge  of  geo- 
metry as  will  enable  him  to  direct  the 
execution  of  them ;  and  as  many  officers 
may  have  neglected  that  branch  of  edu- 
cation before  their  coming  to  the  army, 
it  may  be  neceffary  and  agreeable  to  them 
to  be  informed  of  the  method  of  execut- 
ing them  with  eafe  and  precifion,  when 
they  may  not  have  either  inclination  of 
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opportunity  to  fludy  ;  and  therefore  we 
imagine  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  this 
effay  with  fome  inftructions  in  the  prac- 
tical geometry  neceffary  for  officers. 

Geometry,  which  is  the  moft  agree- 
able part  of  the  mathematics,  is  the  fci- 
ence  of  meafuring,  and  the  knowledge  of 
it  in  all  its  parts  is  indifpenfably  neceiTa- 
ry to  engineers;  but  to  the  officers  of  the 
army,  who  never  have  occafion  to  direct 
the  conftrucliion  of  large  fortifications, 
the  geometry  neceffary  for  them  to  know, 
may  be  reduced  to  a  fmall  compafs. 

The  works  in  the  field,  which  they 
may  caufe  to  be  made,  are  fo  fimple,  that 
they  have  only  to  mark  out  ftraight  lines, 
horizontals,  parallels,  perpendiculars,  and 
curves,  knowing  the  relation  they  bear 
to  one  another  for  the  execution.  But 
as  the  drawing  of  thefe  figures  with  rules 
and  compafTes  upon  paper,  is  very  diffe- 
rent from  tracing  them  out  upon  the 
ground,  we  fhall  fhew  how  that  is  prac- 
tifed,  fo  as  not  only  to  fatisfy  the  fcholar 
who  has  been  taught  the  theory  of  geo- 
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metry,  but  ferve  likewife  to  guide  the 
officer,  who  is  unacquainted  with  the 
fubjecl:,  in  marking  out  the  intrench- 
ments,  with  which  he  may  fortify  polls 
that  are  entrufted  to  him. 

The  instruments  neceffary  for  engi- 
neers might  be  defcribed,  and  their  uies 
fhewn,  and  likewife  what  officers  may 
fubftitute  in  place  of  thofe  that  are  not 
portable ;  but  that  the  memories  and  per- 
fons  of  officers  on  fervice,  may  be  encum- 
bered as  little  as  poffible,  a  piece  of  whip- 
cord twenty  yards  long,  may  be  made 
to  anfwer  every  purpofe  that  an  officer 
on  detachment  has  occafion  for.  At  one 
end  it  mould  have  a  loop  large  enough 
to  pafs  over  the  head  of  a  tent-pin  or 
picket,  and  at  every  fix  feet  (which  is  a 
toife)  it  fhould  be  marked  with  a  knot 
tied  hard. 

This  is  fufficient  for  tracing  out  in- 
trenchments,  but  the  detachment  muft 
have  fpades,  pick-axes,  hatchets,  and 
wood-bills  for  removing  earth  and  cut- 
ting wood  j  and  no  party  however  fmall 


4  MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

ftiould  march  to  a  poft  without  one  or 
two  of  each  kind.  We  come  now  to  the 
manner  of  tracing* 

To  trace  a  right  line  from  A 
ate  *  to  B,  plant  a  picket  at  the  point 
A,  and  pafs  the  loop  of  the  cord 
over  it,  and  ftretch  it  tight  to  B,  with  a 
fecond  picket ;  this  done,  draw  a  line  a- 
long  the  ground  with  the  point  of  a  third 
picket,  touching  the  cord  lightly  all  along. 
To  raife  a  perpendicular  line  at 
the  point  C  of  the  line  DE,  plant 
a  picket  at  the  point  C  as  center,  putting 
the  loop  of  the  cord  over  it,  then  with 
the  point  of  another  picket  tied  to  the 
cord  at  a  toife  diftance,  defcribe  the  fe- 
micircle  FG;  then  from  the  points  F 
and  G,  where  pickets  mould  be  planted, 
trace  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  toi- 
fes,  the  arches  H  and  I ;  then  put  the 
loop  again  over  the  picket  C,  which 
ftretch  tightly  towards  L,  in  paffing 
through  the  feclion  of  the  arches  H  and 
I,  and  trace  the  line  CL,  which  will  be 
perpendicular  to  the  line  DE. 
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If  the  perpendicular  M  is  to  be 
raifed  at  one  of  the  extremities  of  ' 

the  line  NO,  you  mull  continue  the  line 
to  P,  and  trace  the  femicircle  QR,  finifh- 
ing  as  above. 

But  ifthe  point  S, from  whence 

you  would  let  fall  a  perpendicular  4* 

line,  is  out  of  the  line  TV,  you  muft  plant 

a  picket  at  the  point  S,  and  paffing  over 

the  loop  of  the  cord,  draw  the  portion 

of  the  circle  XY ;  then  from  the  points 

X  and  Y,  where  pickets  are  planted,  trace 

with  the  cord  at  one  length  the  arches  at 

Z,  and  paffing  a  line  from  where  they 

they  cut  at  Z  to  the  given  point  S,  it 

will  be  perpendicular  to  the  line  TV. 

This  is  the  manner  of  tracing* 

Fig.  c. 
a  perpendicular  with   preciflon, 

however,  as  the  operation  is  a  little  com- 
plex, and  you  may  not  always  have  time 
to  do  it,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  attend  to 
the  cord  being  ftretched  from  a  to  b,  to 
trace  it  by  making  two  right  angles 
with  the  line  cd,  by  the  guefs  of  your 
e7e- 
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To  trace  two  parallel  lines,  you 
rauft,  after  having  defcribed  the! 
firil  line  eh,  meafure  the  diltance  at  which 
you  would  trace  the  parallel,  which  fup- 
pofe  atg.  Place  a  picket  at  the  point  g9 
as  center,  and  defcribe  the  indefinite  arch 
hi\  then  from  the  point  h,  as  center,  de- 
fcribe the  arch  eg-,  then  take  upon  the 
firft  arch  the  part  hi,  equal  to  eg,  and 
draw  the  line  gi,  which  will  be  parallel 
to  the  line  eh. 

But  as  the  works  which  officers  have 
occasion  to  raife  are  but  of  little  extent, 
and  they  may  neglect,  fuch  precifion,  the 
operation  may  be  abridged  by  meafuring 
with  the  cord  at  the  two  ends  of  the  line 
eh,  two  equal  diftances,  eg  and  hi,  as  per- 
pendicular as  poffible  by  the  guefs  of  the 
eye,  and  from  the  marked  points  trace 
the  line  gi,  which  will  be  parallel  to  the 
line  eh. 

"We  fhall  give  the  manner  of  tracing 
a  triangle,  a  perfect,  fquare,  and  a  circle, 
v  en  we  come  to  tell  how  to  trace  re- 
do Lbis;  but  we  fhall  not  mention  any 
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figures  which  are  ufed  only  in  the  con- 
fhuction  of  great  works. 

As  the  operations  by  which  they  trace 
right  lines,  perpendiculars,  parallels  and 
angles,  are  what  moftly  occur  in  field-for- 
tifications, the  young  officers  would  do 
well  to  praclife  them  often.  The  ftay 
they  fometimes  make  in  camp ;  their  lei- 
sure hours  during  peace  and  in  garrifon, 
may  be  employed  in  thefe  amufements, 
at  which  the  foldiers  will  chearfully  af- 
fifi:  for  a  fmall  recompence,  which  will 
have  the  additional  advantage  of  mak- 
ing the  men  expert,  when  they  come 
upon  fervice. 
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CHAP.     II. 

Of  the  different  Works  with  which  Pofts 
may  be  fortified. 

IT  may  appear,  that  we  ought  not  to 
give  the  method  of  intrenching  pofts, 
till  we  have  fpoken  of  the  detachments 
to  be  fent  there,  and  who  are  almoft  al- 
ways charged  with  this  work;  but  the 
tracing  the  geometrical  figures  having 
led  to  that  of  intrenchments,  it  was 
thought  that  this  would  be  the  proper- 
eft  place. 

Pofts  are  generally  fuch  places  as  bo- 
dies of  troops  can  fix  in  when  detached 
from  the  army ;  to  cover  and  fecure  the 
frontiers,  and  upon  the  vigilance  and 
refinance  of  the  parties  that  are  detach- 
ed there,  depends  the  fafety  of  the  army. 
Whatever  the  abilities  of  a  general  may 
be,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  that  he  can  have 
an  eye  to  every  detail  that  contributes 
to  tLeir  defence;  it  is  fufiicient  if  he 
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knows  that  the  guards  are  properly- 
placed,  and  the  line  that  they  make  pro- 
perly eilablilhed.  It  is  then  the  bufinefs 
of  the  particular  officers  who  command 
them,  to  make  the  beft  difpoiition  for 
a  vigorous  defence,  and  anfwering  the 
views  of  the  general. 

An  officer  who  is  detached  to  a  poll 
is  either  to  relieve  a  party,  or  take  pof- 
feffion  for  the  firft  time!  In  the  firft  cafe, 
if  the  guard  which  he  relieves  happens 
to  be  intrenched,  as  foon  as  he  arrives 
at  the  poft  and  has  taken  his  inftructions 
from  the  officer  who  commands,  he 
fliould  prepare  himfelf  for  his  defence, 
as  mall  be  mentioned  in  that  article.  In 
the  fecond,  if  an  officer  who  is  detached 
is  to  intrench  himfelf,  he  muft  examine 
if  the  place  is  advantageous  for  the  exe- 
cution of  his  projects,  the  defence  of  his 
people,  and  the  fecuring  a  retreat. 

He  muft  confult  ift  whether  the  fitu- 

ation  be  convenient  for  fending  parties 

to  difcover  the  enemy ;  whether  to  give 

intelligence  of  their  fituation  and  march., 

t  B 
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or  to  difturb  and  furprife  them.  2d,  If 
it  has  fome  natural  defence  on  its  front 
or  flanks,  fuch  as  a  river,  rivulet,  morafs 
or  fmall  wood  that  can  be  eafily  penetra- 
ted. 3d,  If  he  can  preferve  his  commu- 
nication with  the  army,  and  if  there  are 
fome  covered  places  to  favour  his  retreat. 
4th,  If  he  can  difcover  all  the  approaches, 
becaufe  if  the  enemy  can  come  within  a 
fmall  diftance  of  the  poll  without  being 
feen,  he  will  place  himfelf  under  cover 
there,  and  reft  while  the  befieged  are  ob- 
liged to  remain  continually  under  arms, 
and  will  watch  the  moment  for  making 
an  attack.  If  then  he  finds  hollow  roads, 
clumps  of  wood,  or  any  place  where  the 
enemy  can  fecure  himfelf  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  his  poft,  he  muft  fill  them 
up,  or  guard  them  with  detachments  of 
fix  or  feven  men.  5th,  He  muft  take 
care  not  to  be  commanded  by  any  neigh- 
bouring heights,  or  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my from  profiting  by  that  advantage,  be- 
caufe if  they  can  take  his  foldiers  in  the 
rear,  it  will  be  impoffible  for  them  to  de- 
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fend  themfetves.  You  will  fee  afterwards 
how  toward  off  this  inconvenience,  when 
you  cannot  prevent  being  expoied  to 
thefe  heights.     6th,  The  extent  of  the 
work  mufl  be  proportioned  to  the  num- 
ber of  men  that  are  to  defend  it.     Good 
fenfe   and  numberlefs  examples  prove, 
that  too  large  intrenchments  (fuch  as  are 
commonly  conflructed)  can  only  be  de- 
fended by  conliderable  bodies.    ExceiTes 
of  this  kind  are  extremely  reprehenflble, 
and  it  were  much  more  eligible  to  give 
in  to  the  oppofite,  by  making  them  fmal- 
ler.   7  th,  He  mould  take  care  to  have  all 
the  parts  of  his  intrenchment  nearly  of 
an  equal  ilrength,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
make  an  equal  refrflance  every  where ; 
and  laflly,  he  will  take  care  to  fulfill  ex- 
actly the  intention  of  the  general  in  poll- 
ing a  guard  in  that  place. 

There  are  fome  places  fo  advantage- 
ouily  polled  by  nature,  that  though  they 
are  not  fortified,  they  may  in  a  ihort  time 
and  with  little  charge  be  made  fo  ftrong, 
that  it  will  require  as  much  art  to  be- 
B   2 
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liege  them  as  many  others  that  are  per- 
fect fortifications;  fuch  as  iflands,  pe- 
ninfulas,  and  places  feated  on  eminencies 
of  difficult  accefs,  or  in  morafles. 

If  the  poll  is  in  a  level  country,  or 
upon  a  height  that  may  be  furrounded, 
as  happens  aim  oil  always  to  fmall  detach- 
ments, they  mould  conftruct.  a  redoubt 
or  fmall  fquare  fort,  compofed  of  a  pa- 
rapet with  its  banquette  and  ditch. 

The  ground  being  chofen,  you  muft 
trace  a  ftraight  line  AE,  [Plate  II.]  and 
raife  the  perpendicular  BC,  as  directed 
in  the  practical  geometry,  obferving  to 
give  to  each  of  thefe  lines  which  mark 
the  interior  fide  of  the  parapet  but  two 
toifes  or  two  and  a  half  for  thirty  men  j 
four  toifes  for  fifty,  and  eight  for  an  hun- 
dred, which  will  leave  a  fpace  of  two 
feet  at  leaft  againft  the  parapet  for  each 
man. 

Having  traced  the  two  firft  lines  A, 
B,  you  muft  put  the  cord  over  the  pic- 
ket C  of  the  perpendicular  B,  and  with 
the  fame  length  trace  the  arch  D,  then 
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put  the  cord  over  the  picket  E  of  the 
Lne  A,  and  trace  the  arch  F.  The  point 
where  the  arches  interfecl:  each  other, 
is  the  point  to  end  the  lines  EH  and  CG. 
Thefe  four  lines  mark  the  interior  fide 
pf  the  parapet. 

Then  trace  four  other  lines  at  the 
diftance  of  two  or  three  feet  parallel  to 
the  firft,  as  I,  L,  M,  N,  to  mark  the  fize 
of  the  banquette,  which  mould  be  great- 
er or  lefs,  according  to  the  number  of 
foldiers  you  would  place  in  a  file.  Then 
trace  a  third  parallel  fquare  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  firft,  as  O,  P,  (^,  R,  to  mark 
the  exterior  fide  of  the  parapet,  and  to 
determine  its  thicknefs,  which  is  ufually 
eight  or  nine  feet,  or  eighteen  if  it  is  to 
refift  cannon,  which  you  mould  always 

'  be  prepared  to  do. 

Then  trace  a  fourth  and  laft  fquare  ST 
VX,  to  determine  the  width  of  the  ditch, 
which  is  the  fame  or  two  feet  more  than 

;  the  thicknefs  of  the  parapet,  leaving  a 
picket  planted  at  all  the  angles,  as  like- 
wife  at  the  lines  already  traced,  fo  as  not 

b  3 
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to  lofe  the  points  from  whence  the  lines 
were  drawn. 

While  you  are  employed  with  two  or 
three  men  in  tracing,  five  or  fix  men 
ihould  be  ordered  to  cut  down  the  trees 
that  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  poft, 
not  only  to  open  the  approaches,  but  to 
ferve  for  conftrucling  the  intrenchments. 
The  fmailcft  branches  ferve  to  make  fa- 
fcines,  which  are  a  fort  of  faggots  about 
fix  feet  long,  two  feet  thick,  and  of  the 
fame  fize  all  over,  tied  in  the  middle  and 
at  the  two  ends,  to  ferve  for  fupporting 
the  earth,  which  would  tumble  down 
without  that  fupport.  The  middling 
branches  ferve  to  make  pickets  proper 
for  mixing  with  the  fafcines,  and  fixing 
them  in  the  ground,  or  one  above  ano- 
ther to  raife  the  parapet.  The  trunks  to 
which  the  large  branches  are  left,  ferve 
to  increafe  the  ftrength  of  a  poft  as  fliall 
be  mentioned  afterwards. 

Having  traced  all  in  the  manner  di- 
rected, fix  a  row  of  fafcines  upon  the 
foal!  fquare  1LMN,  to  fupport  the  earth 


FOR    OFFIC  ERS.  I  $ 

of  the  banquette ;  then  fix  a  fecond  row 
upon  the  fquare  ABGH,  to  fupport  the 
interior  fide  of  the  parapet;  then  a  third 
row  on  the  third  fquare  OP(^R,  to  fup- 
port the  exterior  fide  of  the  parapet. 
You  fhould  obferve  in  beginning  to  pic- 
ket the  fafcines,  to  leave  a  pafTage  of  three 
feet  PB3on  the  fide  leaft  expofed  to  the  ene- 
my, to  ferve  for  an  entry  to  the  redoubt, 
but  if  this  pafTage  can  be  taken  in  a  firaight 
line,  it  fhould  be  made  like  a  mortife  as 
you  fee  at  Y. 

After  having  picketed  the  three  rows 
of  fafcines  as  directed,  you  muff  dig  the 
ditch  AB,  as  in  the  profile  of  Plate  II, 
a  foot  diftant  from  the  exterior  fide  of 
the  parapet.  This  diflance  or  breadth  is 
called  berme9  and  ferves  to  fupport  the 
earth,  or  receive  what  falls  from  the  pa- 
rapet, by  the  enemy's  cannon.  This  berme 
is  more  or  lefs  according  to  the  folidity 
of  the  earth ;  the  earth  to  be  thrown 
into  the  intervals  C,  D,  E,  marked  for 
the  parapet  and  banquette,  taking  care 
to  make  the  men  tread  it  well  down, 
B  4 
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and  obferving  to  leave  a  talus  or  /lope  on 
the  two  fides  of  the  ditch  FG  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  confiftence  of  the 
earth,  fo  that  it  may  not  tumble  down. 
The  Hope  F,  which  is  on  the  fide  of  the 
redoubt,  is  called,  the/carp^  and  the  op- 
pofite  flope  which  is  next  the  country,  is 
called,  the  counter/carp.  Care  muft  be 
taken  in  picketing  the  fafcines  with 
which  the  parapet  is  raifed,  to  bring 
them  nearer  one  another  by  degrees  in 
raifing  it  as  at  H,  fo  as  to  leave  the  fame 
flope  on  each  fide.  The  diftance  DE 
mark  the  banquette;  the  diftance  DC 
the  thicknefs  of  the  parapet  at  the  hot? 
torn ;  the  diftance  1L  the  thicknefs  of 
the  parapet  at  the  top ;  MN  the  width 
of  the  ditch  at  bottom ;  AB  the  width 
of  the  ditch  at  top. 

If  the  ground  is  level,  the  banquette 
of  this  work  muft  be  raifed  two  feet, 
but  in  low  places  two  banquettes  are 
neceffary,  the  one  above  the  other  like 
fteps ;  but  if  this  banquette  is  raifed  on  ac- 
count of  fome  neighbouring  heights  from 
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whence  you  may  be  taken  in  the  rear, 
the  parapet  muft  be  raifed  to  fuch  a 
height  that  the  enemy's  mot  can  no 
longer  plunge  down  upon  you.  A  Hope 
muft  be  left  on  the  top  of  the  parapet, 
as  1L,  fo  that  the  foldiers  may  fee  round 
the  poft,  and  fire  eafily  towards  the  counr 
try  at  Q. 

Though  the  fquare  form  of  a  redoubt 
which  we  have  given  the  method  of  con- 
ftructing  is  almofl  the  only  one  ufed  in 
the  field,  yet  it  has  its  faults,  which  ought 
to  make  it  be  rejected,  at  leaft  for  thefe 
pofts  which  ought  to  defend  the  envi- 
rons equally.  Experience  fhews  us  that 
we  ought  never  to  depend  on  the  oblique 
firing  of  mufquetry,  as  the  foldiers  al- 
mofl always  fire  right  forwards  as  at  A, 
[Plate  111.  fig.  1 .]  and  often  even  with- 
out taking  aim .  This  being  the  cafe,  there 
are  large  fpaces  oppoiite  to  the  angles  of 
the  redoubt  at  B  that  are  not  defended, 
and  where  we  may  fay  that  the  enemy  re- 
mains in  fafety.  The  Chevalier  Clairac 
propofes  an  excellent  method  to  prevent 
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this  inconvenience,  by  conftrucling  the 
interior  edge  of  the  parapet,  like  the  edge 
of  a  faw  in  form  of  fmall  redans  to  hold 
a  man  or  two  in  each  fide,  [Plate  IV.] 
which  by  the  crofs  fire  takes  the  enemy 
on  the  two  flanks,  fo  that  there  are  no 
approaches  but  what  are  defended ;  but 
the  conflruclion  of  this  redoubt  is  too 
tedious  and  complex  to  be  executed  by 
fmall  detachments. 

The  fame  author  prefers  conftrucling 
circular  redoubts  as  at  G,  [Plate  III.  fig.  2 .] 
becaufe  all  the  points  of  the  circumfe- 
rence being  equally  difpofed,  the  foldier 
polls  himfelf  indifferently  over  all,  and 
the  exterior  fpaces  D  which  are  defend- 
ed, varying  every  moment,  the  enemy 
is  no  where  in  fafety. 

The  circular  redoubt  then  is  the  mofl 
perfect,  that  can  be  conflrucred,  but  where 
a  road  or  the  edge  of  a  river  is  to  be  de- 
fended, the  fquare,  or  long,  or  triangu- 
lar redoubt  is  preferable,  becaufe  they 
ought  to  oppofe  the  faces  of  the  intrench- 
ment  as  parallel  as  poffible  to  the  places 
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they  are  to  fire  at,  obferving  always  to 
round  the  angles. 

To  trace  a  circular  redoubt,  after  fix- 
ing the  central  point  of  the  poft,  let  a 
picket  be  fixed  in  that  point,  and  draw 
from  it  as  center,  the  circle  EE,  with  a 
length  of  cord  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  party  *,  to  mark  the  interior 
fide  of  the  parapet ;  then  trace  another 
within  the  firfl,  at  the  diftance  already 
given,  to  mark  the  banquette,  then  trace 
a  third  FF,  to  mark  the  exterior  edge 
of  the  parapet,  then  trace  a  fourth  GG, 
to  mark  the  width  of  the  ditch,  which 
being  done,  picket  the  fafcines,  and  make 
them  take  the  bend  of  the  circle,  finifh- 
ing  as  in  a  fquare  redoubt. 

If  an  officer  is  polled  with  a  detach- 
ment on  a  paffage  or  before  a  bridge,  in 
a  defile,  or  oppofite  to  a  ford,  he  may 
make  a  parapet  either  bending  or  ftraight, 

*  If  there  are  thirty  men,  a  toife  and  a  half  of 
the  cord,  if  fifty  men,  two  toifes  ;  if  for  a  hundred, 
double  the  proportions,  unlefs  you  would  place  the 
men  two  or  three  deep. 
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with  a  banquette  or  ditch  which  fliould 
ihut  up  the  whole  entry ;  or  he  may 
make  a  redan^  which  is  a  work  with  two 
faces,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation  ihould  be 
made  with  a  re-entrant  angle,  (that  is, 
the  angle  pointing  from  the  enemy,)  ta- 
king care  when  he  is  to  guard  a  ford,  to 
conflrucl;  it  £o  near  the  river  that  the 
enemy  cannot  have  room  to  form  after 
they  have  palled.  A  deep  ditch  may  be 
dug  oppofite  to  the  ford,  into  which  they 
ihould  let  the  water  of  the  river  pafs ; 
they  may  likewife  make  the  banks  fteep ; 
throw  trees  acrofs,  and  fcatter  chaufle- 
traps,  which  are  inftruments  of  iron  with 
four  fpikes  made  fo  as  to  have  always 
one  point  erect. 

The  ftrength  of  a  redoubt  or  any  o- 
ther  work  may  be  augmented  by  block- 
ing up  the  paifages  that  lead  to  it ;  in  a 
mountainous  country,  by  cutting  large 
ditches  perpendicularly  down,  acrofs  the 
roads;  by  placing  carts  above  one  ano- 
ther in  the  defiles  with  fome  foldiers  be- 
hind them,  and  by  throwing  wherever 


J>£a&     II 


J>latc  m 


J>ta/e.  TV. 


FOR    OFFICERS.  21 

it  is  neceffary,  large  branches  of  trees 
half  buried  in  the  ground ;  taking  care 
not  to  break  the  way  by  which  you  muft 
retire,  fo  as  to  prevent  your  making  a 
retreat ;  but  on  the  contrary  to  leave  an 
eafy  paflage  made  in  form  of  a  draw- 
bridge, or  any  other  way  defended  by 
feven  or  eight  foldiers. 

If  detached  into  a  level  country,  very 
deep  ditches  fhould  be  dug  in  the  ave- 
nues and  approaches  of  the  poft;  or 
deep  pits  covered  over  with  fmall  bran- 
ches and  a  little  earth  over  them ;  taking 
care  to  fcatter  the  earth  that  is  dug  out  all 
round,  fo  that  the  enemy  may  not  be  able 
to  difcover  whereabout  they  are;  and 
chaufle-traps  may  likewife  be  feat tered  in 
the  avenues  and  on  the  glacis .  Laftly,  they 
may  plant  pickets  all  round  the  poft  near 
to  one  another  inclining  a  little  outwards, 
fix  feet  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  points 
made  fharp  after  being  drove* 

But  the  moft  formidable  obftacle,  and 
which  is  preferred  by  Monfieur  Folard, 
is  to  fliut  up  the  defiles,  to  block  up  the 
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roads,  furrounding  the  poft  with  felled 
trees,  and  finking  their  trunks  three  or 
four  feet  deep  in  the  earth,  which  mult 
be  dug  on  purpofe,  leaving  a  number  of 
large  branches  on  them,  which  muft  be 
fharpened  at  the  ends,  and  the  leaves 
taken  away,  and  placed  as  near  to  one 
another  as  poilible,  fo  that  the  branches 
may  mix,  and  taking  care  that  they  in- 
cline towards  the  enemy.  Two  or  three 
rows  may  be  made  in  this  manner,  but 
they  mould  be  at  leaft  two  toifes  diftant 
from  each  other,  that  the  enemy  may 
not  burn  them  all  at  once,  to  approach 
the  intrenchments.  Marfhal  Saxe  in  his 
Reveries  fays,  that  redoubts  are  propor- 
tionably  advantageous  as  they  take  lefs 
time  in  conftrucring ;  and  are  proper  for 
numberlefs  circumflances,  where  one 
often  may  ferve  to  flop  an  army  in  a 
clofe  country7 ;  hinder  them  from  trou- 
bling you  on  a  critical  march,  or  to  oc- 
cupy a  large  fpace  of  country  when  you 
have  but  few  troops. 

Intrenchments  are  fometimes  made 
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with  felled  trees  alone,  when  there  is  no 
defign,  or  time  is  wanting  to  raife  an  in- 
trenchment  of  earth.  The  trunks  fhould 
be  placed  towards  you,  and  very  clofe 
upon  one  another,  with  the  branches 
fharpened  and  pointing  to  the  enemy. 
This  makes  a  very  formidable  parapet 
when  rounded,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  ene- 
my getting  fight  of  your  people.  There 
is  no  need  to  mention  large  works,  which 
require  engineers  to  conftrucl:,  and  great 
bodies  to  defend  them ;  but  a  redoubt, 
fuch  as  A,  [Plate  V.]  may  be  ftrength- 
ened  by  filling  the  ditch  with  water, 
by  turning  a  rivulet,  or  cutting  a  river 
or  pond.  If  the  ground  is  uneven,  fo 
that  the  water  cannot  be  put  equally  in 
all  parts  of  the  ditch,  dams  mould  be 
left  in  digging  at  C ;  or  little  traverfes 
of  earth  to  form  banks  proper  for  keep- 
ing the  water  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
ditch  D,  from  whence  it  may  be  let  run 
into  the  lower  E.  Thefe  banks  fhould 
have  but  half  a  foot  in  thicknefs  at  the 
height  D,  which  fhould  be  raifed  fharp, 
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but  a  good  deal  more  mull  be  left  belov 
at  E,  by  Hoping  the  two  fides  pretty 
much.  Dams  likewife  are  made  of  plank 
or  boards,  as  at  F ;  but  they  muft  be 
ftrong,  and  fupported  by  large  flakes 
fo  that  the  body  of  water  above  may 
not  overturn  them,  and  then  they  are 
reckoned  preferable  to  thofe  that  are  of 
earth- 
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CHAP.     III. 

The  manner  of  fortifying  Churches,  Mills  ^ 
and  other  detached  Buildings, 

IT  is  not  only  with  the  works  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  chapter  that 
an  officer  may  fortify  a  poll,  but  there 
are  likewife  an  infinity  of  ways  to  flop 
an  enemy,  to  tire  him,  and  even  to  re- 
pulfe  him,  which  it  is  neceffary  that  he 
mould  not  be  ignorant  of. 

All  the  fchemes  for  oppofing  the  ene- 
my, of  which  we  have  given  a  detail, 
ferve  only  to  add  to  the  exterior  flrength 
01  polls  \  there  are  others  which  have  fome 
natural  fortifications,  fuch  as  churches, 
church-yards,  mills,  or  farm-houfes,  &c. 
An  officer  who  is  fent  to  a  poft  of  this 
kind,  which  is  detached  from  other 
baildings,  ought  to  obferve  before  he 
begins  to  work,  to  make  the  inhabitants 
go  out,  and  the  magiflrates  of  the  near- 
eil  place  to  receive  and  lodge  them.  You 

t  c 
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fliould  then  intrench  the  houfe  with  a 
turning  parapet,  if  you  have  people  e- 
nough  to  defend  it ;  but  if  you  have  on- 
ly a  few,  you  fhould  make  a  breaft-work 
of  felled  trees  round  the  houfe,  efpecial- 
ly  oppofite  to  the  angles,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  undermining  it.  You  muft 
Hkewife  take  off  the  tiles  and  Hates,  left 
the  enemy  get  up  by  ladders,  and  crufh 
your  people  that  are  within.  If  the  houfe 
is  covered  with  thatch,  it  fhould  be  pul- 
led off  and  burnt,  as  well  as  every  thing 
combuftible  that  can  be  found  in  the 
neighbourhood,  left  the  enemy  make 
ufe  of  it  againft  the  houfe. 

Though  the  houfe  is  furrounded  with 
a  parapet  of  felled  trees,  you  fhould  not 
fail  to  pierce  the  walls  with  loop-holes, 
about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  fo  as  to 
difcover  the  enemies  legs,  that  they  may 
not  get  footing  on  the  outfide.  Thefe 
loop-holes  fhould  be  four  inches  wide, 
and  three  feet  diftant  from  one  another ; 
and  a  little  ditch  mould  be  made  a  foot 
and   a   half  from  the  wall  within  the 
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houfe,  to  place  the  foldiers  in  who  are 
to  defend  it.  Other  loop-holes  fhould 
likewife  be  pierced  feven  or  eight  feet 
from  the  ground,  oppoiite  to  the  inter- 
ftices  of  the  lower  ones,  and  of  the  fame 
width,  placing  the  foldiers  that  are  to  de- 
fend them  upon  tables,  planks,  or  lad- 
ders ;  and  taking  care  to  pierce  a  greater 
number  oppoiite  to  the  avenues,  before, 
and  at  the  fides  of  the  gate,  and  the  an- 
gles of  the  houfe,  becaufe  thefe  are  the 
places  where  the  enemy  ufually  makes 
his  greatefl  efforts.  If  the  houfe  has  an 
inner  court,  the  walls  mould  be  pierced 
which  inclofe  it,  fo  as  to  lire  upon  the 
enemy  after  he  has  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  it. 

If  there  are  feveral  gates,  they  mould 
all  be  blocked  up  except  one  to  be  left  for 
an  entrance  to  the  poll,  which  fhould  be 
made  fo  as  to  admit  but  one  man  at  a 
time. 

If  there  are  low  windows  which  are 
not  grated,  they  mould  be  fhut  up  with 
dung,  planks,  Hones,  earth  or  trees.    If 

C     2 
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there  are  any  out-houfes,  fuch  as  ftables5 
cellars,  &c.  feveral  trees  fhould  be  bu- 
ried up  to  the  branches  before  them,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  forming,  if  they 
are  about  to  penetrate  into  the  houfe; 
and  one  or  two  trees  mould  be  put  three 
or  four  feet  within  the  entry,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  penetrating  right  for- 
ward. 

If  there  is  a  broad  ftaircafe  for  going 
up  to  the  firft  floor,  it  mould  be  broke 
down,  or  blocked  up  with  ftones  or  cafks 
filled  with  earth.  If  it  is  a  winding  ft  air, 
the  wall  mould  be  pierced  in  different 
places  with  loop-holes,  to  fire  upon  the 
enemy  that  are  already  entered,  keeping 
ladders  for  yourfelves  to  get  up  to  the 
firft  floor,  which  fhould  have  the  boards 
pierced  with  a  number  of  holes  about 
four  inches  diameter,  to  fire  down  upon 
the  enemy,  obferving  to  pierce  them  on- 
ly where  there  are  no  trees  below,  but 
to  have  a  greater  number  over  the  door, 
and  other  weak  places  which  the  enemy 
tan  force. 
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Loop-holes  fliould  be  pierced  breaft- 
hisfh  in  the  wall  of  the  firft  floor,  with 
about  ten  inches  opening,  and  oppofite 
to  the  interfaces  of  thofe  immediately 
below.  If  there  are  not  people  enough 
to  defend  the  windows  of  the  firft  floor, 
they  mould  be  barricadoed,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  firing  upon  thofe  with- 
in ;  and  a  large  opening  fhould  be  made 
in  the  pavement  oppoiite  to  each  win- 
dow a  little  longer  than  the  width  of  the 
window,  which  is  to  ferve  by  way  of 
ditch,  into  which  you  may  tumble  thofe 
who  penetrate  that  way. 

The  fame  may  be  done  with  the  fe- 
cond  and  third  floors,  fo  that  there  may 
be  an  equal  refiftance  over  all;  but  in- 
ftead  of  piercing  loop-holes  in  the  high- 
eft  floor,  the  tiles  and  ilates  being  taken 
away,  the  wall  may  be  taken  down  to 
breaft-high  for  the  men  to  fire  over,  the 
Hones  kept  to  throw  upon  the  enemy, 
and  the  rafters  to  throw  upon  the  lad- 
ders which  happen  to  be  placed  againft 
the  houfe.  A  poft  intrenched  in  this 
C  3 
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manner  may  refill  a  great  while,  and  e- 
ven  tire  out  the  befiegers,  if  defended 
by  refolute  men. 

Captain  d'  Enfernay  of  a  French  regi- 
ment with  a  company  of  volunteers,  in 
the  campaign  of  1748,  took  poll  in  the 
church  of  Bevera,  two  miles  from  Ven- 
timiglia.  It  is  detached  from  other  build- 
ings, and  he  fortified  it  with  a  parapet 
and  ditch  full  of  water ;  but  his  intrench- 
ment  was  commanded  by  fome  houfes 
in  the  village,  fo  that  the  enemy  could 
fire  down  upon  his  party.  He  remedied 
this  defect  by  covering  the  commanded 
part  with  a  kind  of  blind  made  with  raf- 
ters leaning  one  end  on  the  wall  of  the 
church,  and  the  other  upon  polls  raifed 
a  foot  higher  than  the  top  of  the  parapet, 
which  left  room  to  fire  through.  This 
blind  covered  with  fafcines  and  earth, 
prevented  the  enemy's  fire  from  pierc- 
ing, and  did  not  prevent  his  firing  upon 
them,  fo  that  they  durft  not  attack  him. 

This  example  is  mentioned  to  fhew 
how  to  fecure  a  pofi  that  is  commanded 
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by  a  height.  When  there  is  no  redoubt 
or  intrenchments  of  earth,  the  interior 
fide  of  the  parapet  which  is  commanded 
mould  be  raifed,  or  a  fort  of  penthoufe 
mould  be  made  with  rafters,  placed  per- 
pendicularly againft  the  inner  fide  of  the 
parapet,  upon  which,  planks  or  fafcines 
are  nailed,  taking  care  to  leave  room  be- 
tween the  bottom  of  the  penthoufe,  and 
the  top  of  the  parapet  for  the  men  to 
fire  through. 

o 

If  an  officer  has  not  time  to  oppofe 
all  the  fchemes  which  have  been  men- 
tioned to  the  enemy,  when  the  general 
wants  to  make  a  forage,  and  throws  in- 
fantry into  the  houfe  to  form  a  line,  he 
mould  immediately  place  a  couple  of 
trees  acrofs  before  the  door,  pierce  the 
boards,  fhut  the  windows,  and  prepare 
for  his  defence ;  which  gives  time  to  the 
foragers  to  retire,  and  the  fupporting 
parties  to  advance. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Of  the  manner  of  fortifying  Villages. 

r  i  ^  H  E  manner  of  intrenching  which 
-■-  has  been  mentioned,  is  only  for 
polls  that  are  detached  from  any  build- 
ing ;  but  if  an  officer  has  a  village  to  de- 
fend, he  may  cut  out  a  much  harder 
piece  of  work  for  the  enemy.  When  we 
fpeak  of  intrenching  a  village,  it  is  meant 
only  of  fuch  as  have  the  houfes  collected, 
and  fometimes  furrounded  with  a  wall. 
An  officer  detached  to  a  poft  of  this  na- 
ture, ought  to  go  feveral  times  round  it, 
and  obferve  the  adjacent  houfes  before 
he  begins  to  intrench,  and  caufe  loop- 
holes to  be  pierced  in  them :  the  entries 
of  thofe  that  have  paifages  leading  to  the 
country  mould  be  blocked  up  with  trees, 
and  if  he  has  time,  he  fhould  make  a 
good  parapet  of  felled  trees  and  intrench 
the  entries  of  the  ftreets. 

An  officer  who  would  fortify  a  poft 
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of  feme  extent,  ought  to  make  a  kind 
of  plan  of  the  village,  and  the  intrench- 
ments  which  he  intends,  which  will  often 
furnifh  ideas  of  defence,  which  efcape  on 
viewing  the  country.  A  uxeet  is  to  be 
defended  like  a  ford  or  bridge  with  a 
redan,  as  in  chapter  fecond,  or  with  a 
fimple  parapet  in  a  femi- circle  with  a 
ditch ;  making  loop-holes  in  the  houfes 
at  the  entrance,  and  deep  ditches  acrofs 
the  ilreets,  with  chaujfe-traps  thrown  in- 
to the  bottom  of  them.  The  ftreets 
mould  be  blocked  up  with  trees,  carts, 
and  calks  ;  you  mould  likewife  open  fe- 
veral  paiTages  in  the  back  parts  of  the 
houfes,  to  keep  up  a  communication  with 
the  different  ftreets  ;  but  above  all,  if  you 
have  but  few  men,  the  middle  of  every 
open  place  or  fquare  muft  be  filled  with 
felled  trees,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
forming  if  he  penetrates. 

As  cannon  or  fire  are  moft  to  be  dread- 
ed in  the  defence  of  a  village,  an  officer 
ought  to  break  up  the  roads  by  which 
cannon  can  pafs,  which  is  an  eafy  mat- 
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ter  in  a  mountainous  country;  but  if 
the  village  happens  to  be  in  a  plain,  large 
ditches  mould  be  cut  acrofs  the  avenues, 
at  every  little  interval  placing  trees  a- 
crofs  that  take  up  the  whole  breadth. 
If  there  is  time,  the  joifls  of  the  houfes 
mould  be  propped  up  with  trunks  of 
trees,  or  large  pieces  of  wood  put  like 
bricklayers  horfes  to  prevent  their  tum- 
bling down  and  crufhing  the  beiieged. 
The  beft  fecurity  againft  fire,  is  to  burn 
all  the  materials  that  an  enemy  can  make 
ufe  of  for  that  purpofe ;  but  if  there  is  a 
quantity  of  wood,  ftraw,  or  hay,  the  ge- 
neral mould  be  afked  whether  he  choofes 
to  have  it  burnt,  or  carried  off  to  fupply 
the  army. 

Another  effential  thing  for  an  officer 
to  attend  to  who  is  detached  to  a  village, 
is  to  fecure  his  retreat  in  cafe  he  is  forced 
at  the  entry  of  theftreet,  or  in  his  firftin- 
trenchments ;  he  mould  therefore  choofe 
a  church  or  large  houfe  feparate  from 
the  reft,  after  having  diflodged  the  in- 
habitants,   When  foldiers  who  defend  a 
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pod  know  that  they  have  a  place  to  re- 
treat to,  they  do  not  think  of  furren- 
dering  while  they  fee  themfelves  in  a 
flate  of  obtaining  an  honourable  capitu- 
lation. But  if  the  houfes  of  a  village  are 
fcattered,  and  there  are  gardens  or  courts 
in  the  center,  they  muft  he  content  with 
intrenching  a  fingle  houfe,  church,  or 
church-yard,  where  they  may  be  cover- 
ed with  an  intrenchment  of  earth,  and 
employ  all  the  fchemes  which  I  have 
already  given  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter. 

If  the  works  with  which  pofts,  efpe- 
cially  villages,  are  fortified,  were  to  be 
executed  by  the  foldiers  of  the  detach- 
ments, who  ought  never  to  be  fatigued, 
it  would  be  too  laborious  and  tedious ; 
therefore  an  officer  fhould  caufe  a  num- 
ber of  peafants  by  the  appointment  of 
the  magiftrates  to  work  alone,  or  joint- 
ly with  a  third  of  the  party,  while  two 
thirds  remain  under  arms  to  prevent  fur- 
prifes.    The  foldiers  and  peafants  fhould 
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be  relieved  every  three  hours  by  frefli 
xnen,  taking  care  that  they  have  no  con- 
cealed arms,  and  work  without  inter- 
ruption 'till  the  work  is  compleated. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Of  the  Corp  of  a  Part  if  an. 

AFTER  having  given  the  manner 
of  fortifying  polls,  we  come  now 
to  fpeak  of  thofe  who  are  to  defend 
them. 

They  generally  call  every  officer  a 
partifan  who  is  deilined  to  go  at  the 
head  of  a  detachment,  whether  draught- 
ed from  the  body  of  the  army,  or  of  a 
party  which  he  belongs  to,  and  for  that 
reafon  has  no  other  name  than  that  of  a 
partifan. 

This  corps  is  a  light  party  from  one 
hundred  to  twothouiandmen,  feparated 
from  the  army,  to  fecure  the  camp  or  a 
march  ;  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  or  the 
country;  to  feize  their  polls,  convoys, 
and  efcorts ;  to  plant  ambufcades,*  and 
put  in  practice  every  llratagem  for  fur- 
prifing  or  dillurbing  the  enemy  ;  which 
is  called  carrying  on  the  Petite  Guerre. 
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The  genius  of  thefe  days,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  laft  war,  have  placed  the  fer- 
vice  of  fuch  a  corps  in  a  mod  refpeciable 
light,  as  it  is  more  fatiguing,  more  dan- 
gerous, and  more  exteniive. 

To  form  a  corps  capable  of  carrying 
on  the  Petite  Guerre  to  advantage,  pru- 
dence requires  that  it  mould  confiH  of  a 
thoufand  men  at  leaft,  without  which 
a  partifan  cannot  expect  to  fupport  the 
fatigues  of  a  campaign,  and  feize  the  I 
moll  important  occafions  that  every 
where  offer,  and  which  a  too  great  in- 
feriority muft  make  him  forego. 

It  is  no  lefs  important  that  this  corps 
fhould  be  compofed  of  infantry  and  ca- 
valry ;  and  as  it  is  inconteftible  that  the 
cavalry  ought  to  be  the  mod  active  in 
carrying  on  the  Petite  Guerre ■,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  they  were  likewife  the 
ftrongeft,  fo  as  to  have  fix  hundred  ca- 
valry and  four  hundred  infantry  in  a 
corps  of  a  thoufand  men,  making  four 
companies  of  infantry  and  twelve  troops 
of  cavalry. 
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Each  company  of  infantry  to  confifr. 
of  one  captain,  one  firft,  and  two  fecond 
lieutenants,  four  ferjeants,  and  ninety- 
fix  men,  including  four  corporals,  four 
lance-corporals,  and  two  drummers. 
Each  troop  of  cavalry  to  coniift  of  one 
captain,  one  firft,  and  one  fecond  lieu- 
'  tenant,  a  quarter-mafter,  two  ferjeants 
and  forty-eight  horfemen,  including  four 
corporals,  a  trumpeter  and  farrier. 

The  commanding  officer  ihould  have 
the  naming  of  the  officers  of  this  corps, 
or  at  leaft  have  liberty  to  reject,  fuch  as 
he  is  convinced  are  not  qualified  for  fuch 
fervice,  as  every  officer  who  may  be  am- 
bitious to  ferve  in  the  corps,  though  pof- 
feffed  of  great  military  merit,  may  not 
have  the  talents  requifite  for  the  duties 
of  the  partifan. 

To  fupport  the  honour  of  this  corps 
upon  a  folid  and  refpeciable  footing,  the 
ftricieft  fubordination  muft  extend  from 
the  chief  to  all  the  officers,  and  the  moil 
rigid  difcipline  infpire  vigilance,  patience, 
bravery,  and  love  of  glory  to  the  whole 
corps. 
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As  to  other  corps  of  partifans  formed 
of  one  or  more  detachments,  drawn  from 
the  different  regiments  of  the  army,  and 
compofed  with  a  view  to  fome  particu- 
lar expedition,  their  flrength  and  quality 
is  regulated  by  the  circumftances  of  the 
affair  they  undertake,  and  are  more  or 
lefs  numerous  according  to  the  exigen- 
cy of  the  projected  fcheme.  I  mould 
not  add  any  thing  upon  this  fubjecr,  if 
I  did  not  know  how  important  it  is  for 
the  officer  that  commands,  to  have  the 
choofing  his  men  and  officers  whom  he 
knows  to  be  iitteft  for  his  enterprize,  and 
thereby  preventing  many  difficulties, 
contradictions,  and  dangers,  which  jea- 
ioufy  and  diftrufl  always  occaiion  among 
ftr  angers. 

Prejudice  dill  divides  our  fentiments 
about  the  iize  of  a  foldier;  fome  requir- 
ing the  talieft  iize  for  horfe  and  foot,  i- 
magining  that  a  proportionable  ftrength 
accompanies  iize,  and  that  they  can  long- 
er refill  the  fatigue  of  the  Petite  Guerre. 
Others  prefer  a  middling  iize  for  this  fer- 
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vice,  expecting  them  to  be  more  capable 
of  fatigue  than  taller  men.  When  we 
call  our  eyes  on  the  regiments  of  the 
king  of  Prufiia,  compofed  of  the  talleft 
men  in  Europe,  who  neither  know  eafe 
nor  reft,  we  fee  none  of  other  armies  fup- 
porting  the  rudeft  fatigues  of  war  better. 
Partiality  to  our  own  fize  prejudices  the 
generality  of  men,  but  when  we  fee  the 
tall  men  with  longer  limbs  marching  at 
a  greater  rate  with  eafe,  I  am  for  prefer- 
ring the  talleft  men  that  are  to  be  got, 
when  well  limbed,  ftraight,  and  without 
any  perfonal  defect  or  corpulence,  for  a 
foot  foldier. 

The  practice  that  prevails  at  prefent 
in  the  choice  of  men  for  the  light  dra- 
goons, makes  it  unneceflary  to  mention 
the  advantage  of  preferring  a  low  fize  for 
cavalry,  that  are  to  acl:  with  the  greateft 
fwiftnefs,  or  the  difadvantage  of  horfes 
being  incumbered  with  unwieldy  riders. 
It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  none  mould 
exceed  five  feet  and  five  or  fix  inches, 
for  the  cavalry  of  the  partifan. 
t  D 
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No  recruit  for  the  corps  of  a  partifan, 
cither  cavalry  or  infantry,  fhould  exceed 
thirty  years  of  age,  but  the  younger  they 
are,  if  they  can  carry  arms,  fo  much  the 
better  for  fuch  a  fervice,  to  which  youth 
are  particularly  inclined,  and  recruits  may 
be  met  with  every  where ;  but  when  the 
•  neceffities  of  war  do  not  oblige  officers 
to  accept  of  indifferent  men,  they  can- 
not ferve  the  corps  more  eflentially  than 
in  the  choofing  good  recruits.  We  learn 
from  Vegetius,  that  the  belt  fervice  is  to 
be  expected  from  men  brought  up  to  fe- 
vere  labour,  and  expofed  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather  5  men  brought  up  in  eafe 
and  plenty  cannot  endure  fatigue  and 
want,  and  they  who  have  tafted  feweft 
of  the  fweets  of  life  are  the  leaft  fubjecl: 
to  the  fear  of  death.  In  the  choice  f)f 
recruits  for  the  cavalry,  it  were  not  un- 
worthy the  attention  of  officers  to  prefer 
men  that  are  lovers  of  horfes,  and  to  re- 
cruit chiefly  in  thofe  countries  where 
fuch  are  moftly  to  be  expected.  The 
excellent  condition  of  the  fecond  regi- 
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ment  of  dragoons  laft  war,  while  the  o- 
ther  regiments  were  reduced  to  a  veiy 
low  condition  every  campaign,  evident- 
ly (hews  that  fuch  a  fancy  is  not  chime- 
rical, as  it  has  been  always  attributed  to 
the  inclinations  of  the  men,  and  none  of 
the  officers  were  ever  heard  to  affume  to 
themfelves  the  leaft  merit  on  that  fcore. 
As  for  arms,  the  firelock  and  bayonet 
is  fufficient  for  a  foot  foldier;  but  in  the 
corps  of  the  partifan,  1  mould  prefer  bar- 
rels of  thirty-fix  inches  with  a  long  bay- 
onet, but  to  have  the  caliber  the  fame 
with  the  reft  of  the  army,  which  for  the 
fake  of  having  ammunition  made  up  to 
fuit  the  whole,  ought  to  be  invariably 
the  fame ;  and  for  the  more  convenient 
method  of  carrying  their  ammunition, 
I  would  recommend  the  German  man- 
ner, of  having  their  cartridges  placed  ho- 
rizontal, and  covered  with  wax-cloth, 
inflead  of  our  wooden  blocks ;  I  would 
likewife  prefer  a  helmet  to  our  hats,  as 
the  fword  is  almofl  the  only  thing  to  be 
dreaded  from  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Four 
D    2 
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fpades,  and  four  pick-axes  fliould  be  gi-> 
ven  to  each  company  of  infantry. 

The  prefent  manner  of  equipping  the 
light  dragoons  is  fo  perfect,  it  is  unne- 
ceffary  to  fay  any  thing  on  that  head, 
but  no  white  horfe,  ftone-horfe  or  mare, 
fliould  be  fuffered  in  the  corps  of  the 
partifan,  as  the  leaft  neighing  or  percei- 
vable colour  may  make  enterprizes  fail. 
No  horfe  fliould  be  mounted  for  fervice 
till  fix  years  old.  The  fize  of  the  light 
dragoons  is  very  proper  for  the  partifan, 
and  while  they  have  firm  ground  to  act  up- 
on, and  plenty  of  forage,  none  can  excell 
them ;  but  when  they  come  among  mo- 
raffes,  and  feel  the  feverity  of  want,  per- 
haps the  Hungarian  huifars  may  be  found 
more  equal  to  the  duty :  I  fliould  there- 
fore fuppofe,  that  in  forming  the  corps 
of  the  partifan,  two  hundred  horfe,  fuch 
as  are  bred  in  the  mountains  of  Wales 
or  Scotland,  mounted  by  the  lighteft 
men,  might  be  found  of  good  fervice. 

The  principal  attention  of  an  officer 
of  cavalry  fliould  be,  to  fee  that  the  men 
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feed  and  drefs  their  horfes  well.  Hay, 
ftraw,  and  oats,  are  their  common  food ; 
too  much  hay  is  not  good,  but  when 
they  find  wheat-ftraw  newly  thre  fried, 
they  may  give  them  more  of  it,  as  it  is 
excellent  nourimment.  During  the  whole 
campaign  they  mould  have  dry  food  on- 
ly, as  green  weakens  them. 

When  the  exigency  of  the  fervice  re- 
quires the  horfes  to  be  kept  faddled  day 
and  night,  every  horfeman  mould  feize 
fome  moment  to  turn  the  faddle-cloth, 
which  greatly  comforts  a  horfe,  keeps 
him  at  eafe,  and  lefs  apt  to  gall,  and  care 
mould  be  taken  to  keep  the  cloth  foft, 
and  clean  from  fweat  and  duft. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Of  the  Qualifications  neceffary  in  a 
Partifan. 


o 


F  all  military  employments,  there 
is  none  which  requires  more  ex- 
a°rdinary  qualities  than  that  of  the 
partifan.  Without  entering  into  too  mi- 
nute a  detail,  I  mall  only  mention  the 
more  indifpenfable,  whether  on  the  fide 
of  favours  from  nature,  or  habits  ac- 
quired by  his  own  particular  attention. 

A  good  partifan  ought  to  have  an  i- 
magination  fertile  in  projects,  fchemes, 
and  refources ;  a  penetrating  fpirit,  ca- 
pable of  combining  the  whole  circum- 
fiances  of  an  action ;  a  heart  intrepid  a- 
gainft  every  appearance  of  danger;  a 
Heady  countenance5  always  afTured,  and 
that  no  iigns  of  difquiet  can  alter;  a  hap- 
py memory,  that  can  call  every  one  by 
his  name  ;  a  difpofition  alert,  robuft,  and 
indefatigable,  to  carry  him  through  eve 
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ry  thing,  and  give  a  foul  to  the  whole ; 
a  piercing  rapid  eye,  which  inftantly 
catches  faults  or  advantages,  obftacles 
and  dangers  of  iituation,  of  country,  and 
every  object  as  it  paries ;  his  fentiments 
fuch,  as  to  fix  the  refpect,  confidence,  and 
attachment  of  the  whole  corps.  With- 
out thefe  difpofitions,  it  is  impoffible  to 
fucceed. 

A  partifan  ought  to  underftand  Latin, 
German,  and  French,  to  converfe  with 
all  nations.  He  ought  to  have  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  thefervice,  efpecially  light 
troops,  without  being  ignorant  of  the 
enemy's.  He  mould  have  the  exacteft 
map  of  the  theatre  of  the  war,  examine 
it  well,  and  become  perfect  mafter  of  it. 
It  would  be  very  advantageous  to  have 
fome  good  geographers  under  his  com- 
mand, capable  of  drawing  plans,  routes 
of  armies,  fituation  of  camps,  and  where- 
ver they  may  have  occafion  to  recon- 
noitre. 

He  ought  to  fpare  nothing  to  be  af- 
fured  by  his  fpies  of  the  march,  force,  de- 
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figns,  and  pofition  of  the  enemy.  Thefe 
difcoveries  will  enable  him  to  ferve  his 
general  efTentialiy,  and  mull  contribute 
infinitely  to  the  fafety  of  the  army,  the 
fupport,  happinefs,  and  glory  of  his  own 
corps.  His  honour  and  intereil  requires 
that  he  mould  keep  a  feeretary,  to  make  a 
journal  of  the  campaign,  to  writedown  all 
orders  which  he  either  receives  or  gives ; 
and  in  general,  every  action  or  march 
of  the  corps,  fo  as  to  be  able  at  all  times 
to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct,  and 
to  juftify  himfelf  againft  the  attacks  of 
criticifm,  which  are  never  fpared  to  a 
partifan. 

As  chief,  he  owes  the  example  of  an 
irreproachable  conduct  to  his  corps,  cir- 
cumfpect  in  his  cares  like  the  affection  of 
a  parent,  by  which  he  will  infpire  refpect, 
love,  zeal,  and  vigilance,  and  gain  the 
hearts  of  the  whole  to  his  fervice.  It  is 
extremely  dangerous  for  fuch  an  officer 
to  contract  the  leaft  attachment  to  wo- 
men, wine,  or  riches.  The  firft  makes 
him  neglect  his  duty,  and  frequently  qci 
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cafions  the  moil  ruinous  treacheries  : 
the  fecond  leads  to  dangerous  indifcre- 
tions,  and  is  fare  to  draw  down  contempt. 
The  third  leads  to  guilt ,  and  deftroys  all 
fentiments  of  honour.  The  partifan  muft 
be  content  without  the  delicacies  of  the 
table,  as  he  may  be  often  expofed  to  want 
provilion.  His  bed  the  fame  with  the 
mens,  a  cloak  and  flraw,  never  flopping 
but  to  change  linen.  Nothing  animates 
foldiers  fo  much,  as  the  prefence  and  vi- 
gilance of  a  commanding  officer  fharing 
with  them  the  fatigues  of  the  fervice; 
the  officers  follow  his  example,  the  men 
are  allured,  encouraged,  and  content. 

Nothing  can  be  fo  dangerous  to  the 
fafety  of  a  corps,  as  a  commander  of  a 
delicate  indolent  habit,  for  when  officers 
are  feen  at  their  eafe  paffing  day  and 
night  at  table,  abandoning  the  fafety  of 
the  poll  to  the  vigilance  of  the  guard, 
who  (not  being  refponfible  for  the  com- 
miffions  of  their  officers)  infenfibly  ne- 
glect, their  duty,  and  expofe  themfelves 
to  be  ealily  furprifed  \  when  the  blow  is 
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ftruck,  then  they  lament,  complain,  and 
throw  the  blame  on  one  another,  but 
the  general  will  make  it  fall  upon  the 
commanding  officer. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Of  the  Exercife* 

TH  E  exercife  is  the  firft  part  of  the 
military  art,  and  the  more  it  is  con- 
fidered,  the  more  effential  it  will  appear. 
It  frees  their  bodies  from  the  rufticity  of 
iimple  nature,  and  forms  men  and  horfes 
to  all  the  evolutions  of  war ;  upon  it  de- 
pends the  honour,  merit,  appearance, 
ftrength,  and  fuccefs  of  a  corps ;  while 
we  fee  the  greateft  corps  for  want  of  be- 
ing exercifed  inftantly  difordered,  and 
the  diforder  in  creating  in  fpite  of  com- 
mand; the  confufion  overfets  the  art  of 
the  fkilfulleft  mailers,  and  the  valour  of 
the  men  only  ferves  to  precipitate  the 
defeat ;  for  which  reafon,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  officer  to  take  care  that  the  re- 
cruits be  drilled  as  foon  as  they  join  their 
corps. 

It  would  be  very  ufelefs  to  enlarge  on 
the  words  of  command,  and  the  motions 
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practifed  in  the  exercife ;  I  will  neither 
criticife  upon  them,  nor  enlarge  this  vo- 
lume by  filling  it  up  with  what  is  to  be 
found  in  fo  many  military  books  of  dis- 
cipline ;  though  I  would  recommend  to 
every  officer,  to  make  himfelf  perfectly 
mafter  of  the  manoeuvres  of  the  foldier, 
without  which  it  is  impoffible  that  he 
can  form  the  men,  or  diftinguifh  him- 
felf in  his  profeffion. 

The  greateft  advantage  derived  from 
the  exercife,  is  the  expertnefs  with  which 
men  become  capable  of  loading  and  firing, 
and  teaching  them  an  attention  to  act.  in 
conformity  with  thofe  around  them.  It 
has  always  been  lamented,  that  men  have 
been  brought  on  fervice,  without  being 
informed  of  the  ufes  of  the  different  ma- 
noeuvres they  have  been  pracldfing ;  and 
having  no  ideas  of  any  thing  but  the  ur 
niformity  of  the  parade,  inftantly  fall  in- 
to diforder  and  confufion  when  they  lofe 
the  ftep,  or  fee  a  deviation  from  the 
ftraight  lines  they  have  been  accuftomed 
to  at  exercife.    It  is  a  pity  to  fee  fo  much 
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attention  confined  to  fhow,  and  fo  little 
given  to  inftruci  the  troops  in  what  may 
be  of  ufe  to  them  on  fervice.  Though 
the  parade  is  the  place  to  form  the  cha- 
racters of  foldiers,  and  teach  them  uni^ 
formity,  yet  being  confined  to  that  alone, 
is  too  limited  and  mechanical  for  a  true 
military  genius. 

Great  induftry  and  patience  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  form  the  habits  of  horfes  for 
the  cavalry  fervice,  and  were  they  ac- 
cuftomed  conftantly  to  hear  all  the  noifes 
of  war,  and  to  fee  fire  and  fmoke  imme- 
diately before  feeding,  they  would  not 
only  be  fooner  reconciled,  but  from  the 
hopes  of  feeding  would  be  eafily  led  in- 
to action.  To  the  ufual  exercifes,  the 
cavalry  of  the  partifan  mould  be  accufto- 
med  to  galloping,  leaping  ditches,  and 
fwimming  rivers. 

The  men  of  every  corps  mould  be  ac- 
cuftomed  to  breaking,  running,  rallying, 
and  forming  quickly;  but  above  all 
things  to  know,  that  though  they  may 
be  a  little  difordered  and  huddled  toge- 
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ther  from  the  preflure  of  the  enemy, 
that  they  are  not  therefore  broke  and  to 
run  away;  but  while  they  keep  with 
their  company  and  corps  are  full  in  a  con- 
dition to  act. 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Of  Subordination, 

EVERY  military  man  knows,  that 
fubordination  confifts  in  a  perfect 
fubmiffion  to  the  orders  of  fuperiors ;  in 
a  perfect  dependence,  regulated  by  the 
rights  and  duties  of  every  military  man, 
from  the  private  foldier  to  the  general. 
Subordination  ought  to  fhew  the  fpirit  of 
the  chief  in  all  the  members,  and  this 
lingle  idea,  which  difplays  itfelf  to  the 
leaft  attention,  fuffices  to  fhew  its  im- 
portance. 

Without  fubordination  it  is  impoffible 
that  a  corps  can  fupport  itfelf;  that  its 
motions  can  be  directed,  order  eftabliflied, 
or  the  fervice  carried  on.  In  effect,  it  is 
fubordination  that  gives  a  foul  and  har- 
mony to  the  fervice ;  it  gives  ftrength  to 
authority,  and  merit  to  obedience,  it  fup- 
ports  the  ftaff  of  the  marfhal  as  the  fword 
of  the  foldier,  which  fecures  the  efficacy 
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of  the  command,  and  the  honour  of  the 
execution;  it  is  fubordination  which 
prevents  every  diforder,  and  procures  e- 
very  advantage  to  an  army.  But  if  it 
fecures  the  rights  of  fuperiors,  it  like- 
wife  makes  them  anfwei  able  for  the  con- 
ferences ;  and  if  it  reduces  inferiors  to 
blind  fubjection,  it  at  the  fame  time  fe- 
cures them  from  all  reproach:  fo  true 
it  is,  that  in  the  failure  of  all  enterprizes, 
the  fault  is  laid  on  the  commander  alone, 
obedience  juftifying  the  reft. 

To  have  fubordination  perfect,  there 
are  conceffions  to  be  made,  as  well  on 
the  fide  of  the  fuperiors  who  command, 
as  of  the  fubalterns  who  obey ;  and  the 
confidence  with  which  a  fovereign  hen 
nours  an  officer,  is  the  only  title  required 
to  authorize  him  in  fupporting  the  rights 
of  his  rank,  therefore  it  were  great  im- 
prudence to  oppofe  it. 

The  voices  of  the  officers,  the  waving 
of  the  colours  and  ftandards,  the  found 
of  trumpets,  and  the  noife  of  drums,  are 
fo  many  echoes  which  explain  and  ex- 
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tend  the  orders  of  authority,  to  which 
every  inferior  owes  a  ready,  refpeclful, 
and  implicit  fubmilhon.  Such  a  foiid  o- 
bedience  is  always  the  fruit  of  the  con- 
fidence, refpecr,  and  affection,  which  a 
corps  has  for  its  chief;  it  is  then  very 
important  for  him,  and  all  his  officers,  to 
endeavour  to  infpire  the  men  with  thefe 
fentiments,  and  to  fix  thern  by  a  reci- 
procal attention  to  the  character  and 
wants  of  every  individual. 

Neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of  necefllty,  and 
all  the  advantages  of  fubordination  ;  in 
fpite  of  the  merit  and  good  con  duel  of 
fuperiors,  there  happen  a  thoufand  oc- 
cafions,  where  ambition,  intereft.,  liber- 
tinifm,  or  fear,  feek  to  violate  it.  There 
are  dangerous  characters,  reftlefs,  jealous, 
turbulent  fpirits,  vain,  prefumptuous, 
criticifing  fouls,  whom  a  fuperior  ought 
to  obferve  with  care,  to  check  their  ar- 
rogance, and  prevent  their  mutiny,  by 
remedies  which  prudence  fuggefls,  and 
authority  allows.  He  will  employ  pro- 
mifes  and  good  offices  to  cure  the  tirni- 
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dity  of  the  weak,  to  excite  their  hope,  I 
raife  their  courage,  and  form  their  valour :  I 
he  will  equally  put  a  flop  to  all  the  dif- 
orders  of  libertinifm,  and  all  the  plun- 
derings  of  a  criminal  avidity,  by  threat- 
nings  and  chaftifements  regulated  by  e- 
quity,  and  the  neceility  of  making  ex- 
amples.  An  excellent  divine,acknow- 

ledged  by  the  whole  corps  as  a  man  of 
probity  and  refpeclable  zeal,  who  both 
by  his  conduce  and  difcourfe,  excites 
and  fupports  the  moft  folid  fentiments  of 
religion,  upon  which  alone  true  honour 
is  founded,  would  be  of  great  ufe  to  fup- 
port  union,  juftice,  and  dependence  in 
the  corps. 

The  molt  dangerous  and  common 
fource  from  whence  the  very  poifon  of! 
fubordination  infeniibly  diftills,  is  the  vi- 
olent impatience,  or  infupportable  bru- 
tality of  thofe  who  command,  which  ex- 
cites refentment,  revenge,  and  defpair. 
Licentious  and  criticifing  difcourfes  tend 
to  murmurs,  complaints  and  mutiny: 
mean  complaifance  or  low  familiarities 

3 


FOR    OFFICERS.  $  T) 

debafe  and  deftroy  every  conlideration 
of  effential  refpect.  The  inftant  an  offi- 
cer defcends  to  be  familiar  with  the  men, 
all  authority  is  fubverted,  and  no  obe- 
dience to  be  hoped  for ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  firif.  urgent  occaflon  he  will  find 
them  mutiny  and  refill  his  commands ; 
he  cannot  be  too  attentive  in  keeping 
them  at  a  proper  diftance,  and  preferring 
the  ftricteft  fubordination.  The  relaxa- 
tion of  difcipline  is  at  all  times  the  de- 
ftrucrion  of  foldiers,  and  fhameof  oiticers ; 
who  are  lefs  dishonoured  by  want  of  cou- 
rage than  want  of  application  in  their 
profeflion,  and  Marflial  Saxe  fays,  that 
we  ought  not  to  believe  that  fubordina- 
tion and  fervile  obedience  debafes  cou- 
rage, for  it  has  always  been  feen,  that 
where  the  difcipline  has  been  rnoft  fevere, 
the  greateft  actions  have  been  done  by 
the  troops  where  it  has  been  eilablifhed. 
Next  to  the  attention  of  an  officer  in 
preferving  fubordination,  he  fhould  take 
care  not  to  lofe  courage  on  the  defec- 
tion  of  a  few  mutineers.  The  fpirit 
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of  rebellion  never  lays  hold  of  a  whole 
party  at  once,  it  is  by  the  feditious  dif- 
courfe  of  two  or  three,  that  this  fpirit  is 
infufed  into  the  reft.  An  officer  who 
perceives  it,  mould  inflantly  command 
them  to  be  filent,  and  if  they  continue, 
he  mould  lay  hold  of  the  firft  firelock, 
and  break  the  heads  of  the  chief  muti- 
neers without  mercy,  threatning  to  hang 
all  who  fail  in  fubordination.  Several 
reafons  could  be  given  for  this  conduct^ 
and  examples  cited  to  prove  that  this  me- 
thod, however  fevere  it  may  feem,  is  the 
only  one  either  to  reftrain  a  party  of  fol- 
diers  or  the  populace,  but  this  is  foreign 
to  the  prefent  fubje&e 
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CHAP.     IX. 

Of  going  on  'Detachment  andfecret  Marches, 

P\Etachments  are  particular  bodies 
*~*  of  foldiers  detached  from  a  greater 
body,  to  guard  a  poft,  or  to  go  on  an 
expedition. 

When  an  officer  is  ordered  on  a  de- 
tachment, he  mould  provide  himfelf  with 
a  cord  regularly  divided,  in  cafe  he  has 
occaiion  to  intrench,  and  be  at  the  pa- 
rade by  times,  to  get  information  from 
the  brigade-major,  whether  he  is  defUned 
to  relieve  a  detachment,  or  to  occupy  a 
poll  for  the  firft  time.  If  to  relieve  a  par- 
ty, he  is  only  to  know  where  the  guide 
is5  who  is  to  conduct  him ;  the  guide  is 
a  foldier  fent  by  the  officer  who  is  to  be 
relieved,  as  orderly-man  to  the  major  ge- 
neral, who  by  having  been  at  the  poft 
before,  can  lead  a  new  detachment  to  it. 
If  it  is  a  poft  that  is  to  be  occupied  for 
the  firft  time,  the  officer  is  to  afk  the 
E   3 
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brigade-major  for  inftructions  relating 
to  its  defence ;  which  being  got,  he  mull 
infpect  his  party,  and  take  care  that  e- 
very  foldier  is  properly  equipped ;  his 
firelock  loaded,  freih  primed,  and  a  good 
flint  well  fixed ;  his  cartouch-box  filled 
with  cartridges ;  and  that  he  carries  pro- 
vifion  for  twenty -four  hours,  which  is 
the  time  that  detachments  commonly 
continue,  and  are  not  allowed  to  go  a- 
way  to  eat.  Care  mull  be  taken  to  have 
fpades,  pick-axes,  hatchets  and  wood- 
bills,  one  or  two  of  each  kind ;  and  if 
any  thing  is  wanted,  to  apply  to  the  bri- 
gade-major for  it,  that  they  may  have 
every  thing  necefiary  for  intrenching. 
Perhaps  fome  young  officers  may  fay 
that  thefe  are  precautions  of  which  no 
one  need  be  informed ;  but  are  they  fo 
little  efTential  that  they  ought  to  be  o- 
mitted?  I  appeal  to  thofe  who  know, 
whether  it  has  not  been  the  common 
practice  for  officers  to  march  their  de- 
tachments as  fcon  as  they  have  been  told 
off,  without  any  previous  examination. 
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Is  it  reafonable  to  expect  a  foldier  who 
wants  any  of  the  things  that  have  been 
mentioned,  can  ferve  in  the  defence  of 
a  poft  as  he  ought  ?  Let  it  not  be  faid 
that  it  is  the  cuilom  during  the  cam- 
paign to  fee  the  foldiers  provided  with 
every  thing  that  is  neceflary,  for  there 
are  many  inftances  of  their  coming  un- 
provided, and  being  not  only  ufelefs, 
but  an  incumbrance  in  a  poft.  Mr.  Vau- 
ban  favs,  the  caufesoffucceedino-fo  bad- 
ly  in  thefe  defences,  is  for  the  moft  part 
owing  to  the  officers  who  do  not  pro- 
vide uteniils  neceflary  for  expeditions  of 
this  nature ;  and  the  fource  of  this  ne- 
glect, beiide  ignorance  and  imprudence, 
is  too  commonly  owing  to  people's  treat- 
ing this  article  as  trifling,  though  in  ef- 
fect they  are  the  chief  things  they  ought 
to  attend  to.  It  is  better  to  take  a  hun- 
dred ufelefs  precautions,  than  to  be  want- 
ing in  one  neceifary  one5becaufe  the  fmal- 
leit  negligence  may  defeat  the  beft  con- 
certed  projects  ;  though  at  the  fame  time, 
they  fhould  not  be  difcouraged  by  fup- 
E  4 
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poling  the  enemy  to  be  more  vigilant 
than  he  truly  is,  or  by  ftarting  difficul- 
ties that  never  may  happen.  If  they  were 
to  flop  at  every  fuppolition  that  may  oc^ 
cur  to  the  imagination  in  time  of  war, 
nothing  wTould  be  executed. 

One  general  rule  in  military  projects 
that  depend  upon  us  alone,  ihould  be  to 
omit  nothing:  that  can  infure  the  fuccefs 
of  our  defign  ;  but  to  that  which  depends 
on  the  enemy,  to  trull  fomething  to  ha^- 
zard. 

When  an  officer  has  infpected  his  par^ 
ty,  he  ought  to  get  information  from  his 
guide,  whether  the  way  is  broad  or  nar- 
row ;  open  or  inclofed ;  if  the  enemy's 
pofts  are  near ;  if  they  go  on  patroles,  or 
fee  their  parties  in  the  day ;  and  lallly, 
if  he  is  to  pafs  mills,  farms,  manors,  &c. 
and  from  thefe  informations,  take  the 
neceffary  precautions  for  his  march. 

Secret  marches  are  fuch  as  are  to  be 
made  unknown  to  the  enemy,  to  recon- 
noitre, to  furprife,  or  to  crofs  a  country 
which  they  occupy.     It  is  here  that  a 
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commander  has  need  of  all  his  prudence 
to  fucceed  and  not  to  be  betrayed.  Be- 
fore he  fets  out,  he  ought  fecretly  to  have 
procured  the  beft  information  of  the  dif- 
ferent routes  that  can  be  taken ;  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  enemy's  pofts  that  are  to 
be  avoided ;  and  the  kind  of  country 
that  is  to  be  palled  over.  For  better  pre- 
caution it  will  be  advantageous  for  the 
commanding  officer  to  be  provided  with 
a  plan  in  the  manner  to  be  explained  in 
Chap.  X.  [Plan  V11L]  It  is  likewife  ne- 
ceffary  to  take  one  or  two  fure  intelli- 
gent guides,  of  whofe  capacity  you  are 
taught  to  form  a  judgment  in  the  fame 
chapter.  WJien  there  are  too  many  of 
thefe  people,  fome  of  them  eafily  efcape ; 
they  go  to  acquaint  the  enemy  of  your 
march ;  defeat  your  fchemes  5  and  ex- 
pofe  you  to  be  furprifed. 

When  the  whole  are  ready  to  march, 
the  advanced  guard  A,  [Plan  VI.]  which 
ihould  confift  of  cavalry  only,  fliould  fet 
out.  It  is  furpriiing  that  all  the  authors 
who  have  wrote  on  this  part  of  the  art 
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of  war,  have  neglected  to  {hew  fuhieient 
attention  to  fo  effential  a  point :  the  greats 
eft  part  are  filent,  and  the  reft  palling 
Hightly  over  the  different  duties  of  this 
corps,  are  content  that  it  fhould  be  com- 
pofed  of  infantry,  though  on  the  leaft 
reflection  in  the  moft  ordinary  cafes  of 
a  fecret  march,  reafon  muft  determine 
that  none  but  cavalry  ought  to  be  placed 
there ;  whether  it  be  to  ftop  paffengers 
who  may  difcover  your  route ;  or  fud- 
denly  to  attack  an  advanced  guard  of 
the  enemy  whom  they  meet  face  to  face ; 
or  to  harrafs  their  corps,  in  order  to  gain 
time  for  your  own  to  form  :  it  is  incon- 
teftible  that  for  all  thefe  purpoies,  ca- 
valry has  greatly  the  advantage  of  in- 
fantry 5  who  are  by  no  means  capable 
of  running  here  and  there  to  feize  paf- 
fengers, or  of  pouring  fuddenly  on  an 
advanced  guard  of  the  enemy ;  or  of  re- 
fifting  their  cavalry  a  moment  in  cafe  of 
a  mdden  rencounter,  when  they  muft 
expect  to  be  thrown  down  and  trod  un- 
der the  hories  feet,  and  the  corps  at- 
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tacked  before  the  commanding  officer 
has  had  a  moment  to  prepare  for  his  de- 
fence. 

As  examples  ferve  belt  to  illuftrate  o- 
pinions  that  have  been  feldom  declared, 
the  fpirited  behaviour  of  Cornet  Nangle 
of  the  15th  regiment  of  light  dragoons 
merits  our  particular  notice,  and  will 
ferve  as  a  proof  of  the  great  advantage 
of  having  the  advanced  guard  of  caval- 
ry. In  the  campaign  of  1 7  6  1 ,  when  the 
French  army  under  the  command  of 
Marfhal  Broglio  and  the  Prince  of  Sou- 
bife  were  retiring  towards  Hoxter,  where 
they  parTed  the  Wefer,  Prince  Ferdinand 
followed  clofe  after  them  for  feveral  days, 
and  on  the  evening  before  they  gained 
the  pafs  over  the  river,  one  of  Prince 
Ferdinand's  German  aid  de  camps  defir- 
ed  the  grenadiers  and  Highlanders  who 
were  in  front,  to  pufh  on  and  take  fome 
of  the  enemy's  baggage  which  was  a 
little  way  before  them,  and  but  weakly 
guarded.  They  were  Immediately  form- 
ed, and  marched  in  a  hurry  over  a  plain 


68  MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

with  a  thick  wood  in  front,  which  they 
were  told  was  clear,  and  had  got  within 
four  hundred  paces  of  the  enemy's  bag- 
gage, when  feveral  fquadrons  of  French 
dragoons  rufhed  fuddenly  out  upon  them 
from  the  fkirts  of  the  wood  upon  both 
flanks,  and  were  hewing  them  down 
without  mercy,  when  Cornet  Nangle 
with  an  advanced  guard  of  twenty  men 
coming  up  the  hill  got  light  of  the  at- 
tack, and  inftantly  rufhing  on,  charged 
the  French  cavalry,  who  ftartled  at  the 
brifknefs  of  an  attack  which  they  were 
not  expecting,  immediately  rein'd  back ; 
when  the  reft  of  the  regiment  getting  in 
yiew,came  on ;  and  attacking  the  French, 
drove  them  off,  having  killed  and  wound- 
ed a  few,  and  taken  fome  prifoners.  The 
determined  bravery  of  this  young  officer 
with  his  twenty  men  faved  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  grenadiers  and  Highlanders 
from  being  cut  to  pieces,  and  fhews  what 
may  be  effected  by  the  fudden  attack  of 
an  advanced  guard  of  cavalry. 

An  advanced  guard  by  night  fhould 
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be  of  double  the  force  of  one  by  day. 
In  an  open  country,  it  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference at  what  diftance  they  advance, 
provided  they  keep  in  view  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  mould  continual- 
ly obferve  them :  but  in  covered  places, 
and  in  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  they 
fhould  not  be  more  than  fifty  paces  dis- 
tant. 

This  advanced  guard  mould  have  an 
advanced  corporal  B,  with  fix  horfemen 
divided  into  three  pairs  ;  one  in  the  cen- 
ter B,  the  two  others  out  of  the  road  on 
the  right  and  left  at  CC,  to  examine  as 
wide  as  poffible,  filently  and  attentively 
fearching  all  hollow  and  covered  places, 
taking  care  that  there  is  no  body  lying  on 
the  ground,  or  hid  in  dry  ditches,  behind 
trees  or  bufhes.  At  the  fame  diftance  of 
fifty  paces  upon  the  flanks  of  the  corps, 
fhould  march  two  wings  DD,  confifting 
of  eight  or  twelve  horfemen  each,  ac- 
cording to  the  ftrength  of  the  corps,  led 
by  a  non-commiflioned  officer.  They  can 
harrafs  an  enemy  who  may  happen  to 
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rufh  fuddenly  out  of  an  ambufcade,  and 
give  time  to  the  corps  to  form.  Each, 
wing  to  detach  two  men  EE,  keeping 
■fifty  paces  wide  from  the  others,  and 
preferring  the  fame  route  as  exactly  as 
the  race  of  the  country  will  permit.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  wood  NN,  the  horfemen 
fhould  fpread,  and  ciofe  again  at  coming 
out,  and  do  the  fame  at  meeting  any  lit- 
tle hills,  to  examine  them  on  both  fides. 
When  they  perceive  any  traces  of  a  par- 
ty, they  fhould  immediately  communi- 
cate it  from  one  to  another,  till  it  comes 
to  the  commanding  officer. 

The  advanced  guard  ought  to  march 
flowly,  and  the  commanding  officer  at 
the  head  of  the  corps  mould  follow  at 
the  fame  rate,  fo  that  the  rear  of  the  de- 
tachment may  net  be  obliged  to  gal- 
lop. As  the  rear  guard  II  is  only  efta- 
blifhed  for  form,  there  is  no  need  of  its 
being  numerous.  The  officers  and  quar- 
ter-mafters  fhould  be  careful  to  keep  the 
men  from  ileeping,  as  a  horfe  is  eaiily 
hurt  under  the  irregular  motions  of  a 
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fleeping  rider,  which  retards  the  march. 
The  whole  corps  fhould  be  forbid  to 
fmoke  or  fpeak,  and  if  any  one  is  obliged 
to  cough  or  fpit,  let  him  cover  his  mouth 
fo  as  to  make  no  noife. 

When  the  corps  is  numerous,  the  ca- 
valry mould  march  by  fquadrons,  the  in- 
fantry by  platoons,  to  follow  alternately, 
fo  that  each  platoon  of  infantry  FFF, 
may  march  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of 
cavalry  GGG;  which  difpofition  will 
preferve  the  whole  at  an  equal  pace,  and 
keep  them  readier  to  form  in  cafe  of 
meeting  the  enemy,  or  being  fuddenly 
attacked,  as  we  are  about  to  mention. 

When  the  advanced  guard  perceives 
an  enemy  at  a  diftance,  whether  it  is 
day  or  night,  they  ihould  not  purfue 
them  for  fear  of  falling  ftupidly  into 
fome  ambufcade,  if  it  is  not  in  a  coun- 
try that  has  been  well  examined ;  but  if 
they  meet  them  fuddenly  face  to  face, 
as  may  happen  at  the  entrance  of  a  hol- 
low way  I,  opening  obliquely  upon  yours, 
then  your  advanced  guard,  without  de- 
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liberating  about  their  ftrength,  mould 
inftantly  ruih  upon  them.  This  manoeu- 
vre cannot  fail  againft  infantry,  and  gives 
a  great  advantage  in  a  rencounter  with 
cavalry ;  but  if  your  advanced  guardj 
falls  back,  they  expofe  the  whole  body! 
to  be  defeated  with  them. 

When  the  commanding  officer  fees 
the  action  of  his  advanced  guard,  he  will 
inftantly  turn  the  infantry  on  the  fide  of 
the  road  moil  proper  to  protect  them 
from  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  will  form 
them  quickly  at  the  fide  LLL,  or  on  fome 
neighbouring  height  MM.  If  it  is  day, 
they  ought  to  face  the  cavalry,  Hooping  | 
down  till  the  inftant  of  the  attack,  while  I 
the  firfi  fquadron  advances  to  fuftain  thei 
advanced  guard.  If  the  enemy  appear 
defirous  to  renew  the  charge,  and  obfti- 
nate  in  difputing  the  paiTa^e,  you  may 
make  ufe  of  a  feint,  and  by  falling  back 
bring  them  oppofite  to  your  infantry, 
who  will  have  them  in  flank,  and  by  a 
well-placed  fire  put  them  inftantly  in 
diforder.  Your  cavalry  profiting  by  this, 
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mult  immediately  face  about,  and  fall 
upon  then!  with  all  poflible  violence, 
which  cannot  fail  to  cornpleat  their  de- 
feat. 

All  villages, hamlets,  and  houfes mould 
be  avoided,  efpecially  by  night,  (which 
is  the  moft  common  time  for  the  parti- 
fan)  to  avoid  being  discovered  by  the 
barking  of  dogs,  or  being  feen  by  pea- 
fants  who  can  inform  the  enemy.  You 
will  fee  equally  how  dangerous  it  is  to 
keep  the  great  roads  by  day,  or  to  crofs 
places  that  are  too  open  in  an  enemy's 
country. 

If  you  cannot  avoid  paffing  through 
a  village,  it  mould  be  done  in  a  hurry, 
marching  confufedly,  very  clofe,  and  fil- 
ling up  the  whole  breadth,  by  which  you 
will  conceal  your  ftrength  from  the  pea- 
fants ;  fome  officers  Ihould  remain  at 
coming  in,  and  in  the  rear,  till  the  whole 
are  paifed,  taking  care  that  no  one  flops 
or  withdraws.  The  fame  care  mould  be 
taken  at  every  road  that  opens  upon 
your  route.  At  the  approach  of  every 
t  F 
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place  that  is  covered  or  hollow,  fuch  as 
houfe,  wood,  gully,  &c.  they  fhould  halt 
till  it  is  well  examined,  and  continue  at- 
tentive in  palling  it. 

At  the  paifage  of  defiles,  bridges,  or 
fords,  the  advanced  guard  fhould  flop 
at  a  hundred  paces,  and  form  till  the 
whole  corps  is  parTed  and  in  orden  The 
antients  employed  dogs  to  difcover  the 
enemy  in  ambufcade  -f  but  it  will  be  well 
to  diftruft  fuch  fpies,  and  to  fuffer  none 
with  the  corps,  as  there  is  nothing  more 
dangerous ;  their  difpofition  leading  them 
to  bark  at  meeting  the  leaft  animal,  will 
furnifh  the  enemy  with  a  thoufand  op- 
portunities of  obferving  you,  before  you 
-can  know  where  they  are. 

You  mould  always  detain  the  guides 
that  were  taken  at  fetting  out ;  but  if  ne- 
ceffity  requires  another,  the  quarter-* 
matter  mould  go  and  take  one  without 
making  a  noife*  and  lead  him  a  round 
about  way,  that  none  of  the  peafants 
may  difcover  either  your  party  or  route, 
if  any  of  the  party  difcover  paflengeri? 
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iri  fight  of  the  march,  they  mould  be 
Hopped  and  brought  to  the  corps,  and 
tare  taken  to  prevent  their  efcape. 

The  party  mould  never  refrefh  in  a 
village,  but  in  a  wood  by  day,  and  open 
country  by  nighty  caufing  every  necef- 
fary  to  be  brought  them  from  places  m 
the  neighbourhood,  which  ought  to  be 
received  from  the  peafants  at  a  dittance* 
fo  that  they  can  neither  difcover  the 
number  nor  quality  of  your  corps.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  flopping,  you 
Ihould  hot  be  fparing  of  Gentries,  and 
have  always  fix  horfemen  ready  to  fe- 
cure  any  perfon  by  whom  you  imagine 
you  are  perceived  ;  when  their  number 
becomes  eonfiderable,  they  mould  be 
tied  together,  and  great  care  taken  that 
none  efcape  till  the  ftroke  is  ftruck.  The 
officers  mould  be  equally  attentive  that 
no  foldier  gets  out  of  fight ;  and  if  they 
meet  a  deferter  from  the  enemy,  he 
fhould  be  conducted  immediately  to  the 
corps,  and  then  to  the  army,  under  the 
care  of  a  non-eommiflioned  officer. 
F  2 
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When  neceflity  obliges  you  to  flop  lit 
the  neighbourhood  of  forne  farm  or  ham- 
let, you  mull  take  pofTemon  of  it,  and 
carry  off  the  farmer  or  chief  of  the  place 
at  going  away,  threatning  to  kill  him 
and  fet  his  houfe  on  fire,  if  any  one  ftirs 
from  the  place  before  he  is  releafed.  E- 
very  horfeman  mould  take  care  to  have 
a  fpare  fore-fhoe,  and  a  peck  of  oats. 

The  beft  leafon  for  fecret  marches,  is 
the  cold  time  of  winter  when  neither 
feafants  nor  their  dogs  ftir  abroad,  and 
the  enemy  are  quiet,  only  thinking  how 
to  preferve  themfelves  from  the  cold, 
which  your  people  get  the  better  of  by 
marching.  When  you  find  yourfelf  in 
the  night  in  fome  ftony  place  dear  a  poft 
of  the  enemy,  and  you  are  afraid  of  their 
hearing  the  noife  of  your  horfes  feet,  it 
may  be  deadened  by  ftretching  the  mens 
cloaks  on  the  ground,  which  was  an  ex- 
pedient of  great  ufe  to  Mr.  Jeney  in  I- 
taly. 

If  an  officer  of  the  infantry  marches 
a  detachment  to  relieve  a  poft  at  a  dif- 
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iance,  he  mould  not  mount  his  horfe  till 
out  of  light  of  the  camp,  and  fhould  dif- 
mount  on  coming  in  light  of  the  poft ; 
but  if  it  is  only  about  a  league  diftan,t 
from  the  army,  and  near  the  enemy,  it 
is  better  to  go  on  foot,  fo  as  to  be  lefs 
encumbered  in  cafe  of  engaging  with 
any  parties  of  the  enemy.  The  men 
mould  not  be  prelTed  too  much  for  fear 
of  lagging  in  the  rear,  but  fhould  march 
clofe  without  flopping,  and  in  as  many 
files  as  the  roads  will  permit,  keeping 
.  profound  filence,  that  they  may  hear  any 
.  orders  that  are  given. 

In  a  little  work  attributed  to  Marfhal 
Saxe,  T'raite  des  Legions  ou  Memoir es  fur 
V  Infanterie^  printed  in  1753,  **•  maY  De 
.  feen  of  what  confequence  it  is  for  a  whole 
army,  or  the  detachment  of  an  officer, 
to  keep  good  order ;  for  which  rea'fon  I 
ihall  give  the  paffage.  All  the  armies 
which  the  king  has  fent  into  Bohemia, 
Weftphalia,  and  Bavaria,  have  gone  down 
finely  equipped  and  very  compleat ;  they 
have  returned  ruined,   exhaufted,  and 

F   3 
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have  loft  a  prodigious  number  of  men 
and  officers ;  neverthelefs  we  have  had 
no  general  actions,  and  the  only  one 
which  has  been  any  thing  confiderable, 
was  favourable  for  us ;  fo  it  has  been  in 
detail  that  we  have  feen  our  armies  ruin- 
ed.   In  effect,  the  greateft  part  of  the  de-  > 
tachments  fent  in  the  eourfe  of  the  war  ^ 
the  detached  pofts,  the  efcorts  which 
have  been  attacked  by  the  enemy,  have 
either  been  beat  by  furprife,  by  want  of 
difcipline  in  the  foldier,  or  negligence  in 
the  officers.    They  are  yet  to  learn  to 
inarch  an  efeort  in  good  order ;  the  fol- 
diers  are  continually  employed  in  pillag- 
ing, or  withdrawing  from  the  fight  of 
their  officers,  or  in  the  conftant  practice  : 
of  keeping  at  a  diftance  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  march ;  and  there  is  fcarce- 
ly  an  officer  who  gives  any  attention  to 
his  duty.    It  is  the  fame  with  parties, 
pofts,  and  detachments,  where  the  foldi- 
ers  keep  at  a  diftance  •,  or  if  they  remain 
with  the  party,  it  is  to  march  in  bad  or- 
der, to  ftop  every  moment,  to  fpeak 
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when  they  are  bid  to  be  filent,  and  mur-- 
mur  when  they  fhould  obey.  If  the  ene- 
my appears,  he  neither  knows  nor  hears 
any  thing ;  they  cannot  form  nor  defend 
themfelves ;  there  is  nothing  but  confu- 
fion ;  and  if  by  chance  an  order  is  given, 
which  happens  but  rarely,  you  fpeak  to, 
the  deaf  and  motionlefs,  little  accuftom- 
ed  to  military  exercifes  and.  obedience, 
or  to  the  refpect  that  is  due  to  officers : 
they  throw  away  their  fire  in  the  air, 
and  of  courfe  are  beaten,  becaufe  the 
foldiers  are  unacquainted  with  command,, 
and  chaflifement  is  never  ready  enough 
with  us ;  but  chiefly  becaufe  young  of- 
ficers do  not  know  how  to  command* 
nor  to  make  themfelves  obeyed;  and 
thofe  who  do  know,  frequently  dare  not 
do  it,  for  fear  of  the  hatred  of  their  com- 
panions, or  believing  that  punifliment 
will  make  the  foldiers  defer t. 

Such  are  the  fentiments  of  this  great 
officer,  founded  on  experience  and  per- 
fect knowledge,  which  will  furnifh  ex- 
cellent leffons  to  thofe  officers  who  choofe 
V  4 
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to  reflect  on  it.   An  officer  who  marches 
at  the  head  of  a  party,  ought  to  keep 
exacr.  order  and  profound  filence,  that 
they  may  be  in  a  ftate  to  execute  what- 
ever he  may  order  for  their  defence ;  but 
in  giving  his  orders,  he  mould  take  care 
to  do  it  with  a  firm  and   determined 
countenance,  fo  as  to  make  the  foldiers 
think  that  he  is  fure  of  what  he  is  about, 
and  that  nothing  better  can  be  done. 
When  the  men  fee  their  officer  hefitat- 
ing,  or  varying  in  his  orders,  they  ima- 
gine he  does  not  know  what  to  do,  and 
feeing  him  difordered,  they  become  fo. 
It  is  upon  fuch  occafions  that  an  officer 
fhould  be  fteady  to  reftrain  his  party, 
and  make   them  inftantly  obey.     The 
danger  is  greater  on  a  march  than  in  an 
attack ;  here  the  foldiers  have  their  arms 
in  their  hands,  and  feeing  the  enemy  be- 
fore them  are  ready  to  engage ;  it  is  o- 
therwife  on  a  march,  they  are  lefs  upon 
their  guard,  and  have  not  their  arms  in 
readinefs ;  then,  fays  Vegetius,  an  attack 
confounds  them,  an  ambufcade  diforders 
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them.  An  officer  ought  therefore  to  take 
every  precaution  in  examining  by  his 
advanced  guard,  all  places  that  may  con- 
ceal any  of  the  enemy . 

As  it  is  difficult,  or  rather  impoffible, 
to  examine  all  the  villages  where  it  is 
necefTary  to  pafs,  and  where  the  inhabi- 
tants are  often  to  be  dreaded  more  than 
the  enemy,  an  officer  had  better  avoid 
them  if  poffible,  by  making  a  circuit  at 
fome  diflance,  and  coming  to  the  road 
afterwards.  The  moft  experienced  fol- 
diers  ihould  be  employed  to  make  dis- 
coveries, with  orders  not  to  flop  to  drink 
or  amufe  themfelves,  to  talk  with  the 
peafants,  or  lofe  fight  of  the  detachment ; 
but  to  flop  every  perfon  that  would  pafs 
before  them,  and  come  quickly  to  tell 
the  commanding  officer  what  they  have 
perceived. 

But  as  the  greater!  precaution  cannot 
prevent  an  officer  on  a  march  from  be- 
ing attacked,  it  is  necefTary  as  foon  as  he 
perceives  the  enemy,  to  obferve  if  the 
party  is   fuperior   to   his   detachment; 
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whether  it  confifls  of  cavalry  or  infan- 
try, or  both  together.  If  it  is  cavalry, 
and  fuperior,  there  is  no  neceflity  for  be- 
ing difcouraged,  but  on  the  contrary  he 
fhould  profit  by  every  advantage  that: 
offers,  by  gliding  into  land  that  is  fur- 
rowed, uneven,  cut,  and  difficult  or  in- 
acceflible  to  cavalry ;  or  if  the  country  is 
inclofed,  he  fhould  line  the  hedges,  and 
cheer  up  his  foldiers  by  fome  encourag- 
ing language,  while  he  difpatches  a  truf- 
ty  fellow  with  advice  of  his  fituation  to 
the  general.  If  the  enemy  march  up  to 
him  in  this  fituation,  he  muft  do  all  that 
he  can  to  fuftain  the  attack,  by  orders 
ing  his  party  not  to  prefs  upon  one  ano- 
ther, to  keep  up  their  fire,  and  not  to 
difcharge  their  pieces  till  they  are  at  the 
muzzles. 

Every  country  prefents  fome  natural 
fortifications  which,  however  defpicable 
they  may  feem  to  be,  there  are  brave 
people  who  have  defended  them  with 
extraordinary  valour.  The  Duke  de  Ro- 
han in  his  Memoirs  makes  mention  of 
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feven  foldiers  in  a  wretched  cottage  of 
earth  near  Carlat,  who  flopped  the  army 
of  the  Marflial  de  Themines  for  two 
days,  though  of  feven  thoufand  foot  and 
five  hundred  horfe. 

When  you  have  the  advantage  of 
rocks  or  other  obftacles  to  the  acting  of 
cavalry,  continue  the  route  as  near  as 
poffible,  keeping  the  party  clofe,  and  al- 
ways ready  to  receive  the  enemy.  If  the 
number  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  do  not 
exceed  your  party,  you  may  continue 
your  route,  and  keeping  your  men  clofe 
together  and  prepared,  they  will  not  ven- 
ture to  attack  you.  If  the  men  could  be 
depended  on,  and  you  could  fcatter  them 
fo  as  to  leave  no  particular  object  for  a 
body  of  cavalry  to  charge,  they  would 
have  a  ftill  greater  advantage ;  but  this 
manoeuvre  is  only  for  a  fmall  detach- 
ment, and  would  require  particular  in- 
ftrucHon  for  the  execution  of  it,  which 
is  impracticable  with  an  occafional  de- 
tachment. 

If  an  officer  fees  no  means  of  poffef- 
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fing  an  advantageous  poft,  or  of  getting  i 
to  the  poft  he  was  detached  to,  he  can 
do  nothing  better  than  to  retreat  to  the 
camp,  along  fome  river  or  wood  to  pre- 
vent being  broken  3  but  if  he  is  fo  clofelyl 
purfued  that  he  cannot  avoid  being  beat 
or  taken,  there  is  no  better  manoeuvre 
to  imitate  than  that  of  the  Barbets*\\ 
who  fcatter  themfelves,  and  retire  from 
tree  to  tree,  from  rock  to  rock,  and  de-l 
ftroy  a  party,  who  can  neither  beat  them,| 
nor  take  one  of  them. 

The  moment  of  taking  poffeffion  of  al 
poft  is  the  moft  critical  that  a  detachment 
can  have ;  officers  have  been  frequently 
attacked  at  the  very  time  they  thought 
they  had  nothing  to  do,  but  quietly  take 
the  neceflary  meafures  for  remaining  in 
fafety. 

If  the  party  which  arrives  at  a  poft  is 
to  relieve  another,  the  officer  that  is  to 

*  They  are  peafants  fubject  \o  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, who  abandon  their  dwellings  when  the  enemy 
take  poffeffion,  and  are  formed  into  bodies  to  defend 
the  Alps  which  are  in  his  dominions. 
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3e  relieved  gets  under  arms  as  foon  as 
lis  centries  give  notice  of  the  approach 
rf  the  relief.  The  detachment  being 
known,  they  are  permitted  to  enter  and 
bccupy  the  poft  in  the  room  of  thofe 
that  are  to  depart ;  at  the  fame  time,  the 
corporals  go  to  relieve  the  centries,  and 
the  officers  and  ferjeants  give  the  coun- 
ter-fign,  with  the  detail  of  all  that  is  to 
:e  done  at  the  poft  by  day  or  night.  He 
ought  likewife  to  get  information  from 
the  officer  he  relieves,  if  the  enemy  make 
incurfions  in  the  neighbourhood ;  if  their 
guards  are  diftant,  whether  cavalry  or  in- 
fantry, and  whereabouts  placed.  After 
Ithefe  precautions,  let  him  guard  againft 
jhis  poft  being  furprifed. 

The  centries  being  relieved,  the  offi- 
cer that  is  to  go  out  muft  form  his  de- 
i  jtachment,  and  return  to  camp  with  the 
i  fame  precautions  as  in  coming.  The  new 
|  (detachment  remain  under  arms  till  the 
\  'pther  is  gone  fifty  paces,  then  the  officer 
Its  to  make  them  lay  down  their  arms 
I  iigainft  the  parapet,  putting  their  havre- 
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facks  againft  the  gun-locks,  to  prevent 
duft  from  fpoiling  them,  or  the  dew  of 
the  night  from  wetting  the  powder.  In' 
an  open  country  without  fortification, 
the  men  muft  not  go  to  any  diftance 
from  their  arms  when  they  lay  them 
down  in  the  day,  and  keep  them  be- 
tween their  knees  when  they  lit  round 
their  fires  in  the  night,  with  the  locks? 
inward,  to  prevent  accidents. 
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CHAP,     X. 

Of  Reconnoitring. 

PARTIES  ordered  to  reconnoitre,  are 
to  obferve  the  country  or  the  ene* 
my;  to  remark  the  routes,  conveniens 
cies  and  inconveniencies  of  the  firft ;  the 
jpofition,  march,  or  forces  of  the  fecond. 
In  either  cafe,  they  mould  have  an  ex* 
ipert  geographer,  capable  of  taking  plans 
readily :  he  mould  be  the  beft  mounted 
bf  the  whole,  in  cafe  the  enemy  happen 
'■0  fcatter  the  efcort,  that  he  may  fave 
himfelf  more  ealily  with  his  works  and 
ideas. 

All  parties  that  go  for  reconnoitring 
jnly,  ought  to  be  but  few  in  number. 
\  would  never  choofe  more  than  twelve 
pr  twenty  men*  An  officer,  be  his  rank 
jvhat  it  will,  cannot  decline  going  with 
;b  few  people  under  his  orders ;  the  ho- 
nour is  amply  made  up  by  the  impor- 
tance of  the  expedition,  frequently  of 
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the  moft  interefling  confequence,  and 
the  properefl  to  recommend  the  pru- 
dence, bravery,  and  addrefs  of  any  offi- 
cer that  has  the  fortune  to  fucceed. 

It  mull  be  evident  that  the  fuccefs  of 
fuch  a  commiffion  depends  upon  fecre- 
cy,  and  that  it  is  impoilible  to  fulfil  the 
intention  without  keeping  out  of  fight 
of  the  enemy.    It  is  inconteftible,  that  a 
numerous  party  cannot  glide  along  fo 
imperceptibly  as  a  fmall  handful  of  men/ 
As  thefe  detachments  muft  fmifh  their 
courfe  quickly,  it  is  necelTary  that  they 
fhould  confifi  of  cavalry  only;    but  if 
they  are  to  go  far,  they  may  increafe 
each  with  thirty  foot,  to  remain  in  am- 
bulh  about  half  way,  in  a  wood  or  co- 
vered place,  with  whom  the  cavalry  can 
leave  their  pro  virion  they  brought  with 
them.     As  to  the  precautions  neceffary 
to  be  taken  on  the  march,  1  refer  to  the 
preceding  chapter,  with  this  difference, 
that  a  party  ought  to  detach  only  two  men 
on  each  fide  the  road,  obferving  to  keep 
within  view  of  the  commanding  officer. 
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An  officer  charged  to  reconnoitre  in 
front,  fhould  take  his  inftruclions  in 
writing,  and  fet  out  at  fuch  time  as  to 
arrive  at  the  place  proper  for  beginning 
his  obfervations  at  day -break.  Every 
time  that  he  has  occaiion  to  ftop,  the  par- 
ty fhould  face  towards  the  enemy,  and 
fend  a  non-commiffioned  officer  with 
two  horfemen  to  run  over  the  neigh- 
bouring heights,  and  clofely  examine 
the  environs.  When  near  the  enemy,  a- 
void  flopping  in  a  village. 

The  officer  and  geographer  who  is 
fuppofed  to  be  prefent,  fhould  remark 
every  interefling  particular.  The  heights, 
woods,  ponds,  moraffes,  rivulets,  rivers, 
fords,  bridges,  roads,  croflings,  difficult 
and  dangerous  paffages,  by-ways,  mea- 
dows, fields,  heaths,  gullies,  hills  and 
mountains ;  the  diftance  and  firength  of 
villages,  hamlets, houfes,  farms,  and  mills ; 
what  fovereign  the  country  belongs  to, 
and  what  are  its  productions. 

If  the  enemy  comes  in  fight,  the  of- 
ficer fhould  quicklv  affemble  his  party, 
t  G 
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though  his  reconnoitring  is  not  finifhed, 
and  let  him  retire  to  his  infantry,  if  he 
placed  any ;  but  if  not,  let  him  gain  fome 
other  place  that  he  has  chofen  for  a  re- 
treat. After  being  refrefhed,  let  him  go 
back  with  the  cavalry  to  finifh  the  re- 
connoitring; but  if  he  was  obliged  to 
return  quite  to  the  poll,  he  mould  not 
go  back  till  next  day.  Mid-day  is  the 
time  of  being  leaft  incommoded,  as  de- 
tachments are  lefs  frequent  at  that  hour. 
The  commanding  officer  ought  always 
to  avoid  coming  to  blows,  even  though 
he  thinks  himfelf  fecure  of  fuccefs,  un- 
lefs  he  happen  to  be  on  his  return,  and 
near  to  his  poft,  fo  that  he  forefees  the 
grand  guard  hearing  the  firing  cannot 
fail  to  run  to  his  affiilance.  If  obliged  to 
engage  with  a  party  who  are  cutting  off 
your  retreat,  and  that  no  other  means  is 
left  of  turning  them ;  you  muft  rifk  all 
without  hefitating,  by  rufhing  on,  and 
try  to  fave  the  geographer  with  the  fruits 
of  his  commiffion,  efpecially  if  the  re- ; 
connoitring  was  of  importance  to  the 
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general  of  the  army,  and  merits  the  fa- 
crificing  a  dozen  men,  which  they  can 
eaiily  retrieve  on  another  occaiion. 

When  they  go  to  have  news  of  the  e- 
nemy,  they  ought  to  approach  as  near 
as  poflible,  but  cautiouiiy:  day-break  is 
not  the  time  proper  for  fuch  a  purpofe, 
becaufe  at  that  time  the  enemy  fend  their 
different  parties  and  patroles  to  make 
difcoveries ;  you  mould  therefore  pre- 
vent them  by  approaching  in  the  night. 
You  may  eafily  reconnoitre  their  pofition 
and  extent  by  their  fires,  which  they  ne- 
ver extinguiih  at  the  head  of  the  guards 
and  piquets ;  and  you  may  eafily  remark 
if  they  are  about  to  change  their  poii- 
tion, by  hearing  a  more  than  ordinary 
noife ;  beiides,  as  it  is  eafy  to  approach 
by  night,  you  may  difcover  a  number  of 
things  by  the  light  of  the  fires. 

The  officer  and  geographer  muft  take 
care  to  remark  every  thing,  and  let  no- 
thing efcape  their  memory ;  but  the  beft 
time  for  the  geographer  is  by  day  in  a 
mountainous  country,  where  they  may 
G   2 
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flip  along  from  one  mountain  to  ano- 
ther, from  mid-day  till  three  o'clock, 
which  is  the  moil  favourable  time  to 
fliun  parties,  who  feldom  ftir  from  the 
army  at  that  time  of  the  day.  They  mufl 
flop  all  who  pafs  in  light  of  the  party, 
and  releafe  none  till  the  retreat  is  fe- 
cure. 

A  partifan  ought  not  to  neglect,  to 
reconnoitre  every  place  round  his  poll 
for  two  or  three  leagues,  or  farther,  if 
it  is  poffible  on  the  lide  of  the  enemy ; 
and  for  that  purpofe,  employ  the  me- 
thod of  Mr.  Jeney  for  getting  intelli- 
gence without  approaching,  and  taking 
plans  and  obfervations,  fo  that  if  the  e- 
nemy  come  to  poffefs  the  country,  you 
may  have  every  neceflary  inftruftion  for 
making  approaches  to  furprife  them, 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  pea- 
fan  ts. 

During  the  campaigns  that  Mr.  Jeney 
made,  he  often  examined  the  enemy's 
pofts  without  approaching,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  which  he  recommends 
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as  infallible,  he  having  always  fucceed- 
ed. 

I  fuppofe  myfelf,  fays  he,  with  my 
party  at  Soeft  in  Weftphalia  A,  [Plate 
VIII.]  and  the  enemy  pofted  at  Bervick 
B,  two  leagues  from  me.  To  know  the 
fituation  of  this  place  without  ftirring 
from  Soeft,  I  take  the  map  of  the  country, 
and  from  Soeft  as  center,  I  draw  a  circle 
whofe  circumference  palfes  half  a  league 
beyond  Bervick.  I  draw  a  circle  of  the 
fame  fize  upon  a  leaf  of  paper,  to  make 
my  plan  as  in  Plate  VIII.  and  then  place 
Soeft  in  the  center  A  ;  and  I  mark  all  the 
villages  which  I  find  in  the  map  near  the 
circumference,  upon  my  plan,  with  the 
diftances  and  bearings  as  they  are  repre- 
fented  in  the  map,  making  ufe  of  a  pen- 
cil to  mark  the  places  DDD,  fo  as  to 
correcl  the  errors  more  eaiily  which  the 
map  may  have  led  me  to  make. 

Having  thus  formed  my  plan,  with  a 

fcale  of  two  leagues,  (which  is  the  diftance 

I  fuppofe  Bervick)  I  go  to  the  burgo- 

mafter  of  the  town  of  Soeft,  where  I 

G   3 
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caufe  fome  of  the  moil  intelligent  inha- 
bitants to  come,  fpeaking  to  them  free* 
ly,  and  openly  induce  them  to  commu- 
nicate all  the  information  I  have  occafion 
for. 

The  better  to  conceal  my  deiigns,  I 
begin  my  reconnoitring  by  Brokhufen, 
a  village  diftant  from  the  enemy.  I  aik 
the  diftance  from  Soeft  to  Brokhufen ;  if 
they  fay  it  is  feven  quarters  of  a  league, 
I  correct  the  diftance  of  my  plan  which 
made  it  two  leagues :  then  1  inform  my- 
felf  of  all  that  is  to  be  found  on  the  road 
from  Soeft  to  Brokhufen ;  chappels,  hou- 
fes,  woods,  fields,  orchards,  rivers,  rivu- 
lets, bridges,  mills,  &c.  If  they  fay  that 
at  a  half  league  from  Soeft  they  pafs 
the  village  of  Hinderking,  I  mark  that 
place  upon  my  plan.  I  aik  if  the  road 
from  Soeft  to  Hinderking  is  croifed  by 
any  other  roads ;  if  there  is  any  morafs 
or  heath ;  if  the  road  is  inclofed,  paved, 
or  ftraight ;  if  there  is  any  bridge  to  pafs, 
and  at  what  diftance.  1  take  care  to  mark 
every  thing  in  my  plan,  forgetting  no- 
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thing,  even  to  mills,  bufhes,  gibbets,  gul- 
lies, fords,  and  every  thing  that  can  be 
got  from  their  informations,  which  will 
probably  be  perfect,  becaufe  one  always 
knows  more  than  another. 

I  continue  my  queftions  from  Hinder- 
king  to  Brokhufen,  and  advancing  by 
little  and  little,  obferve  the  fame  method 
on  the  roads  of  the  other  villages  round, 
marked  DDD.  In  this  manner  I  cannot 
fail  to  acquire  an  entire  knowledge  of 
all  the  places ;  befides,  I  find  myfelf  im- 
perceptibly inftructed  in  the  pofition  of 
the  enemy,  by  feeing  the  different  routes 
by  which  I  can  approach  mofl  fecretly. 

It  is  plain  that  fuch  a  plan  muft  be  ve- 
ry ufeful  to  regulate  fecret  expeditions. 
It  is  chiefly  ufeful,  not  to  fay  neceffary, 
for  a  commander  of  a  party,  who  can  give 
more  ample  and  precife  inftructions  to  his 
officers,  by  accompanying  them  with  a  co- 
py of  the  routes  marked  out,  which  they 
can  confult  even  in  the  night,  if  it  hap- 
pens to  be  clear ;  by  which  they  will  be 
guarded  againfi  being  deceived  by  igno- 
G  4 
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rant  or  treacherous  guides,  which  occa- 
sion the  miftakes  of  fo  many  who  go 
unprovided  with  fuch  helps.  This  ena* 
bles  me  to  diicern  which  of  the  aflembly 
is  mofc  capable  of  being  a  guide  in  cafe 
of  need. 

There  is  ftill  another  means  to  fecure 
a  reconnoitring  party,  which  is  to  com- 
poie  them  of  people  who  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  the  enemy,  and  give  them  fur- 
touts  of  the  colour  of  a  regiment  of  the 
enemy,  and  cockades  the  fame.  This 
fcheme  may  be  carried  fo  far  as  to  line 
the  fur  touts  with  the  colour  of  another 
regiment  of  the  enemy,  provided  that 
by  turning  the  furtouts,  they  appear  to 
be  a  different  corps,  and  deceive  guards, 
fpies,  and  peafants,  and  confound  their 
reports. 

An  officer  who  goes  to  reconnoitre  a 
poft.  which  he  intends  to  attack,  mould 
fet  out  the  beginning  of  a  dark  night, 
and  give  particular  inflruclions  upon  the 
fubjecl:  to  thofe  he  takes  with  him  to  af- 
fifl  in  making  difcoveries :  fuch  as  exa- 
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mining  the  places  by  which  they  pafs,  to 
approach  the  poft  \  founding  with  lorig 
flicks  if  there  are  any  traps  or  covered 
ditches  into  which  they  can  tumble ;  to 
leave  branches  of  trees  with  their  leaves 
on,  to  ferve  for  a  mark  where  they  find 
any,  againfl  they  come  to  make  the  at- 
tack ;  to  obferve  exactly  where  the  c en- 
tries are  polled,  and  how  many  there  are 
of  them,  and  how  far  diilant  from  one 
another ;  to  advance  even  to  the  ditch  of 
the  intrenchment,  and  found  with  a  flick 
or  plummet  to  know  the  depth  of  water ; 
to  examine  if  the  poll  is  fraifed  or  palif- 
fadoed,  made  with  earth  or  fafcines,  or 
covered  with  mafonry  ;  in  which  lafl  cafe, 
they  mull  obferve  its  height,  to  propor- 
tion the  ladders  accordingly.  They  ought 
likewife  to  know  how  many  men  are  to 
defend  it ;  in  what  they  are  negligent ; 
if  they  are  near  afliflance,  and  have  can- 
non. It  is  on  all  thefe  heads  you  can  go 
and  examine  yourfelf ,  or  be  informed  by 
the  reports  of  deferters  or  peafants,  fo 
that  you  may  form  your  fcheme  of  an 
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attack.  If  you  are  only  inftru&ed  by  in 
formation  of  others,  be  careful  how  yoi 
believe  people  too  readily  who  may  wif] 
to  betray  you,  or  come  only  in  hope  o 
a  recompence.  They  mould  be  queftion 
ed  feparately,  writing  down  what  the 
fay,  and  by  comparing  their  informa 
tions,  judge  of  what  is  true  or  falfe. 
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CHAP.     XL 

Of  the  "Defence  of  Pop, 

WH  E  N  a  partifan  has  taken  every 
precaution  that  prudence  fuggefts 
in  reconnoitring  a  place  where  he  would 
fix  a  poft,  he  is  to  take  pofTeffion  in  the 
following  manner.  The  infantry  remain 
under  arms  in  the  middle  of  the  place, 
the  cavalry  to  patrole  without,  while 
the  commanding  officer  efcorted  by  a 
dozen  horfemen  goes  to  examine  the  en- 
virons to  make  his  arrangements ;  ha- 
ving fent  feveral  fmail  detachments  be- 
fore, to  cover  him  in  time  of  reconnoi- 
tring. 

Having  remarked  the  places  proper 
for  his  guard,  defence,  and  retreat,  as 
well  as  the  dangerous  ones  by  which  the 
enemy  can  make  approaches  fecretly  to 
furprife  him,  he  ihould  choofe  the  moft 
convenient  in  the  front  of  his  poft  to  fix 
his  grand  guard  D,  [Plate  VII.]  which 
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mull  face  the  enemy.  He  muft  mark 
the  heights  for  this  guard  to  place  their 
vedettes  EEEE,  and  regulate  the  num- 
ber according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  fi- 
tuation.  In  a  covered  country  you  muft 
not  be  fparing  of  them,  and  muft  rein- 
force every  guard.  At  fifty  paces  before 
the  front  of  the  grand  guard,  afubaltern 
or  non-commifiioned  officer  with  eight 
horfemen  mould  be  always  ready  to  fet 
out  at  K,  to  go  and  reconnoitre,  when 
the  vedettes  have  obferved  any  party. 

The  grand  guard  being  fixed,  you 
mould  form  another  in  the  middle  of 
the  village,  called  the  ordinary  guard, 
compofed  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  pla- 
cing centries  at  the  entries,  and  vedettes 
all  round ;  the  laft  at  fuch  diitance  as  to 
fee  one  another.  A  piquet  Ihould  like- 
wife  be  fixed  before  the  quarters  of  the 
commanding  officer,  which  fhould  be 
near  the  ordinary  guard  and  the  whole 
corps.  In  the  day,  half  the  cavalry  of 
the  picquet  muft  keep  their  horfes  bridled 
and  ready  to  mount,  but  if  the  enemy 
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is  near,  they  muft  remain  on  horfeback, 
the  other  half  to  unbridle  till  the  hour 
of  relief. 

According  to  the  arrangement  we 
have  given  for  compofmg  the  corps  of 
a  partifan,  'the  grand  guard  may  coniift 
of  a  captain,  a  firfh  and  fecond  lieutenant, 
a  quart  er-mafter,  twoferjeants,  four  cor- 
porals, a  trumpeter,  farrier,  and  fifty-two 
private  horfemen.  The  ordinary  guard 
to  have  cavalry  equal  to  the  grand  guard, 
with  a  captain,  a  firft  and  fecond  lieute- 
nant of  infantry,  two  ferjeants,  and  lix- 
ty  men,  including  four  corporals,  two 
lance-corporals,  and  a  drummer:  the  pic- 
quet  to  coniift  of  the  fame  number  of  ca- 
valry and  infantry  as  the  ordinary  guard. 

If  there  is  any  dangerous  place  cap- 
able of  covering  the  approaches  of  the  e- 
nemy  in  the  environs  of  the  poft,  and 
out  of  the  circuit  of  the  patroles,  there 
fhould  be  a  guard  placed  there,  more  or 
lefs  ftrong  according  to  the  importance 
of  the  place,  and  care  Ihould  be  taken 
to  preferve  the  communication.     The 
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guards  and  picquets  being  placed,  the 
detachments  that  were  fent  out  on  the 
roads  muft  be  called  in,  and  then  go  to 
work  to  lodge  the  party  in  the  gardens 
that  open  upon  the  country,  and  the 
commanding  officer's  quarters  ;  beating 
down  hedges,  filling  up  ditches,  and  le- 
velling a  piece  of  ground  large  enough 
to  draw  up  the  whole  corps.  The  hones 
to  be  put  under  cover  in  barns  contigu- 
ous to  the  gardens,  but  in  cafe  there  are 
no  barns,  they  may  fubftitute  fheds  open 
on  one  fide,  that  the  horfes  may  go  out 
altogether  in  cafe  of  an  alarm. 

The  officers  iliould  occupy  the  houfes 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  iheds,  and 
one  of  each  company  remain  day  and 
night  with  the  company,  to  prevent  any 
of  the  men  from  entering  the  village 
without  leave,  upon  any  pretence.  The 
commanding  officer  muft  acquaint  the 
officers  of  his  having  chofe  the  place  M 
for  the  rendezvous  in  cafe  of  a  retreat ; 
which  ought  to  be  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  village,  and  on  the  fide  he  judges 
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moft  convenient  for  retiring  to  the  army. 
At  fun-fet  the  grand  guard  to  return  to 
the  poft  and  join  the  picquet,  the  one 
half  of  each  to  mount  alternately  till 
day-break,  and  then  the  grand  guard 
to  return  to  the  place  they  poffeffed  the 
day  before.  The  centries  and  vedettes 
fhould  be  doubled,  and  all  the  paffages 
fliut  up  with  waggons  placed  in  two 
rows,  except  one  for  fallying  out  at,  in 
cafe  of  a  retreat,  made  wide  enough  for 
the  paffage  of  the  patroles,  or  the  whole 
cavalry. 

The  corporals  of  the  ordinary  guard 
fliould  lead  the  relief  of  the  vedettes  eve- 
ry hour,  fetting  off  together,  but  when 
they  come  to  the  paffage  of  the  poft  A, 
[Plate  VII.]  they  muft  feparate  into  two 
parties,  the  one  to  the  right  to  relieve 
the  vedettes  BBB,  the  other  to  the  left 
for  the  vedettes  CCC,  then  each  of  them 
with  the  parties  they  have  relieved  fhould 
go  on  at  their  head  a  quarter  of  a  league, 
by  the  two  routes  pointed  out  in  the 
plan,  to  examine  the  environs,  fuppofing 
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an  hour  to  each.  B elides  this  recon- 
noitring, the  captain  of  the  grand  guard 
mould  fend  two  patroles  in  the  night. 
To  fill  up  the  intervals,  they  mould  fet 
out  about  half  an  hour  after  the  corpo- 
rals, and  make  the  fame  round.  At  re- 
turning to  the  poft,  the  corporals  to  make 
their  report  to  the  officer  of  the  ordina- 
ry guard ;  the  conductors  of  the  patroles 
to  the  captain  of  the  grand  guard. 

A  little  before  fun-rife  or  fun-fet,  a 
grand  patrole  detached  from  the  corps 
mould  be  fent  under  the  conduct  of  an 
officer  to  fearch  the  whole  environs  of 
the  poft  minutely,  efpecially  the  dange- 
rous places,  becaufe  at  thefe  times  the 
enemy  are  moil  likely  to  attempt  a  fur- 
prize.  If  the  patroles  difcover  them, 
they  will  be  in  a  ftate  to  repulfe  them, 
or  at  leaft  to  harrafs  them  till  the  com- 
manding officer,  upon  the  firft  notice, 
draws  up  the  whole  corps.  The  officers 
fhould  take  great  care  to  inftruct.  the  cen- 
tries  in  their  duty,  explaining  it  to  them 
every  time  of  their  mounting,  and  forbid 
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them  to  fmoke,  as  the  leaft  fire  can  be 
ealily  perceived  in  the  dark,  and  ferve 
to  direct  the  approaches  of  the  enemy. 
ISJo  c  en  try  to  move  more  than  fifty  paces 
to  the  right,  and  as  many  to  the  left  of 
his  poft,  and  let  the  weather  be  never  fo 
bad,  he  muft  not  get  under  cover.  No 
one  to  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  poft 
without  leave  of  the  commanding  officer, 
and  to  prevent  defertion  or  marauding, 
the  centries  and  vedettes  muft  be  charged 
to  let  no  foldier  pafs. 

The  vedettes  muft  ftop  all  pafTengers, 
and  take  them  to  the  next  centry,  who 
muft  call  a  corporal  to  conduct  them  to 
the  commanding  officer.  If  there  are  a 
great  number  palling  at  once,  the  vedette 
at  the  challenge  muft  haften  to  ftop  them 
at  a  hundred  paces,  till  the  officer  has 
fent  to  reconnoitre  them,  but  if  he  finds 
them  to  be  a  party  of  the  enemy,  he 
muft  fire  upon  them  and  retire.  At  the 
firft  alarm,  the  grand  guard  and  picquet 
ought  to  mount,  and  each  of  them  to 
detach  a  fubaltern  officer  immediately  at 
t  H 
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the  head  of  the  beft  mounted  horfemen3 
to  go  quickly  to  encounter  the  enemy. 
The  reft  of  the  grand  guard  and  cavalry 
of  the  picquet  to  follow  immediately, 
led  by  their  captains  to  fuftain  the  firft 
detachments,  to  repulfe  or  keep  back  the 
enemy  as  long  as  it  is  poffible,  and  give 
time  to  the  commanding  officer  to  form 
the  whole  corps. 

If  the  commanding  officer  obferves 
that  the  enemy  are  of  no  very  extraordi- 
nary force,  he  muft  without  hefitating 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry, 
and  inftantly  charge  them,  pouring  up- 
on them  with  his  whole  force,  which  is 
the  beft  way  to  fucceed;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  the  infantry  mould  form  to 
fuftain  the  cavalry.  One  effential  circum- 
ftance  Ihould  not  be  forgot  here,  which 
is,  that  at  the  going  of  the  detachments 
of  the  grand  guard  and  picquet,  all  the 
infantry  of  the  picquet  ihould  march  im- 
mediately to  the  place  appointed  for  the 
rendezvous  in  cafe  of  a  retreat,  and  a 
ftrong  detachment  of  cavalry  ihould  fol~ 
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low  to  occupy  the  place.  If  it  is  at  the 
entrance  of  a  wood  or  fome  covered 
place  which  the  enemy  may  occupy,  and 
thereby  cut  off  your  retreat,  you  muft 
prevent  it  by  fixing  the  infantry  of  the 
picquet  in  the  poft,  to  remain  day  and 
night,  with  a  lieutenant  at  the  head  of 
twenty  horfemen  to  clear  round  it.  If 
the  enemy  is  too  fuperior,  and  appears 
to  form  an  attack  on  that  fide,  the  com- 
manding officer  mould  get  there  before 
with  all  his  force  to  oppofe  them,  till 
all  his  detachments  join,  and  then  regu- 
late his  retreat,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
chapter  of  the  Retreat* 

To  be  better  fecured  in  a  poft  which 
you  expecl  to  remain  in  for  fome  time, 
and  where  you  find  that  the  enemy  will 
not  fail  to  difturb  you,  it  will  be  proper 
immediately  to  employ  fome  of  your 
people  with  the  peafants,  to  form  fome 
intrenchments  in  a  hurry  in  the  moft 
dangerous  places,  to  have  breaft-works 
of  felled  trees  in  the  woods ;  herfes  pla- 
ced in  the  fords ;  pits  dug  at  the  entries 
H   2 
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and  plains  without  defence ;  fo  that  the 
cavalry  coming  full  fpeed  to  charge  you, 
may  tumble  in.  If  there  happen  to  be 
a  bridge  either  in  the  front  or  on  the 
flanks  of  the  poft  as  at  N,  by  which  the 
enemy  can  facilitate  their  approach  or 
retreat,  it  muft  be  inftantly  deftroyed, 
unlefs  you  find  it  may  be  of  ufe,  and 
neceflary  to  fix  a  good  guard  on  it. 

To  regulate  the  attack  and  defence 
moft  advantageoufly,  you  fhould  take 
care  to  obferve  the  places  by  which  the 
enemy  can  approach,  and  form  a  plan 
of  operations  for  cutting  off,  or  taking 
in  flank  the  different  routes  which  he 
can  attempt.  You  fhould  inform  your 
officers,  and  not  fail  to  hearken  to  the 
advice  of  thofe,  whofe  talents,  genius, 
and  experience,  render  them  competent 
judges  of  your  defigns.  Thefe  arrange- 
ments will  be  of  great  ufe  in  furprifing 
the  enemy's  parties,  who  will  come  from 
time  to  time  to  reconnoitre  the  poft.  If 
the  enemy  approaches  in  the  night,  take 
care  how  you  attack  him;  you  cannot 
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reconnoitre  his  force,  and  you  ought  to 
fuppofe  that  he  is  informed  of  yours. 

Do  not  fuffer  any  fufpected  woman 
to  approach  the  foldiers  ;  their  vifits  are 
dangerous  in  debauching  your  people, 
and  the  enemy  frequently  employ  them 
to  difcover  your  flrength.  Let  no  de- 
ferter  flop  in  your  pofl,  and  if  he  comes 
in  the  night,  keep  him  till  day-break  is 
near,  and  then  fend  him  to  the  army. 
Every  party  that  approaches  your  poll 
will  profefs  belonging  to  you,  but  if  they 
are  not  provided  with  a  proper  paffport 
from  the  general,  or  if  you  do  not  know 
any  of  the  officers,  trufl  neither  to  their 
word  nor  uniform  ;  deiire  them  politely 
to  return  the  way  they  came,  telling 
them,  that  if  they  do  not,  you  will  treat 
them  as  enemies,  and  take  care  that  your 
party  remain  under  arms,  till  they  are 
out  of  fight  of  all  your  guards.  This 
conduct  will  make  other  detachments  at- 
tentive. The  commanding  officer  mufl 
oblige  all  the  officers  to  remain  near  their 
coumand,  and  to  regulate  their  meals 
H   3 
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fo  as  to  have  a  part  to  obferve  the  men, 
while  the  others  are  at  table. 

A  true  partifan  is  well  convinced  that 
he  cannot  be  too  cautious  of  the  fchemes 
of  the  enemy,  who  frequently  caufe  falfe 
alarms,  to  lead  you  to  relax  in  your  care, 
and  into  deceitful  fecurity,  of  which  you 
fooner  or  later  become  the  dupe.    I  am 
by  no  means  of  their  opinion  who  de- 
fpife  falfe  alarms,  and  who  to  fpare  their 
people  are  fo  infatuated  as  not  to  take 
arms  till  they  are  fure  of  the  coming  of 
the  enemy :  on  the  contrary,  I  think  my* 
felf  authorized  by  experience  to  infift 
on  preparing  at  the  leaft  noife  of  the  ve? 
dettes.     Even  if  it  is  another  party  of 
your  army  approaching  your  poft,  as 
foon  as  you  are  acquainted  with  it,  you 
ought  to  reconnoitre  them,  and  follow 
or  receive  them  with  all  the  attention 
which  war  requires.    I  am  very  far  from 
fearing  that  the  fervice,  fuch  as  I  have 
directed  for  the  fafety  of  a  poft,  can  fa- 
tigue a  corps  too  much ;    fo  far  from  it, 
it  will  contribute  much  to  harden  them 


FOR    OFFICERS.  Ill 

againft  fatigue,  augment  their  courage, 
vigilance,  and  addrefs;  while  inaclion 
benumbs  the  body,  fatigues  the  mind, 
and  foftens  the  heart. 

When  a  partifan  has  taken  all  the 
precautions  which  I  have  mentioned,  he 
may  reckon  himfelf  fecure  of  never  be- 
ing furprifed.  If  in  a  country  the  moft 
expofed,  or  the  moft  covered,  by  execut- 
ing every  point  of  the  fervice  as  has  been 
mentioned,  the  enemy  cannot  approach 
your  poft  nearer  than  a  quarter  of  a  league 
without  your  being  informed  by  the 
noife  of  the  vedettes  and  patroles,  who 
cover  your  poft  day  and  night  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  league  round,  which 
is  fufficient  to  guard  againft  furprife, 
five  minutes  being  fufficient  to  form, 
and  ten  being  ftill  left  to  deliberate  up- 
on the  part  that  is  to  be  taken,  whether 
to  attack,  defend,  or  retire. 

When  a  partifan  happens  to  eftablifii 

his  poft  in  an  enemy *s  country,  it  is  then 

his  duty  to  take  care  of  the  fubfiftanee 

of  his  corps,  and  to  take  every  proper 

H4 
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meafure  to  provide  his  people  with  ne- 
ceiTaries:  for  which  reafon  he  fhould 
fend  fome  parties  as  far  as  poffible  to- 
wards the  enemy,  to  fummon  the  chiefs 
of  the  villages  to  deliver  forage  and  pro- 
viiions  in  proportion  to  their  abilities, 
taking  care  to  be  fparing  of  the  neareft 
places,  and  more  particularly  of  the  poft 
itfelf,  which  ought  not  to  be  touched 
but  in  the  great  eft  extremity.  A  par- 
tifan  cannot  be  too  diligent  in  giving 
the  general  an  account  of  his  position, 
projects,  fuccefs,  and  all  his  operations, 
and  therefore  will  take  care  to  preferve 
his  communication  with  the  army. 

Thefe  inftructions  may  ferve  for  the 
corps  of  a  partifan  according  to  the  pro- 
pofed  arrangements,  but  partifans  of  lefs 
force  muft  regulate  their  precautions  ac- 
cording to  their  ftrength;  and  detach- 
ments of  thirty,  fifty,  or  a  hundred  men, 
will  feek  to  poft  themfelves  in  redoubts 
proportioned  to  their  number;,  or  in  mills, 
farms,  hamlets,  detached  houfes,  church- 
es, church-yards,  &c.  obferving  that  the 
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more  a  poft  is  extended,  the  more  care 
and  fatigue  it  requires. 

The  principal  object  for  an  officer  that 
is  detached,  fays  Moniieur  Vauban,  is  to 
forefee  every  troublefome  event.  The 
want  of  exactnefs,  and  the  fmalleft  re- 
laxation in  the  fervice  of  out-pofts,  may 
have  the  mofl  fatal  confequences ;  and 
hiftory  furnifhes  a  thoufand  examples  of 
camps  being  furprifed,  and  armies  cut  in 
pieces,  by  the  negligence  of  detachments 
that  ought  to  have  watched  for  their 
prefervation. 

The  manner  of  relieving  detached 
pofts  has  been  mentioned ;  but  if  an  of- 
ficer is  detached  to  a  mill  or  houfe,  let 
him  draw  up  his  party  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  paces  from  the  poft,  and  fend  a 
ferjeant  or  corporal  with  five  or  fix  men 
to  fearch  the  chambers,  cellars,  and  barns ; 
which  being  done,  the  Gentries  muft  be 
placed;  the  poft  taken  poffefiion  of ;  the 
arms  ranged,  fo  that  every  one  can  find 
his  own  without  confufion ;  the  inhabi- 
tants lodged  in  feme  other  houfe :  and 


114        MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

then  intrench  himfelf  according  to  the 
rules  given. 

If  an  officer  is  to  fix  in  a  village  where 
it  is  difficult  to  examine  every  place  where 
the  enemy  may  lie  in  ambufh,  he  mould 
fend  for  the  magiftrates  to  •  come  and 
fpeak  with  him,  while  his  party  remain 
drawn  up  at  the  end  of  the  village,  that 
they  may  declare  if  they  know  whether 
there  are  any  of  the  enemy's  parties,  fuf- 
pecled  perfons,  or  concealed  arms  in  the 
place;  which  being  done,  the  centries  to 
be  placed,  the  party  to  take  poffeffion, 
putting  fmall  detachments  of  five  or  fix 
men,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  party,  at  the  avenues ; 
and  examining  the  church,  or  any  de- 
tached houfe,  to  make  the  principal  poft 
in  cafe  the  advanced  pofts  are  forced. 
The  men  beft  acquainted  with  the  duty 
fhould  be  planted  on  the  moft  expofed 
and  diftant  places,  fo  as  to  fee  all  the  ap- 
proaches \  and  fometimes  in  trees,  that 
they  may  fee  at  a  diftance,  and  remain 
concealed  from  the  enemy. 
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If  he  finds  any  place  near  him  where 
the  enemy  can  lie  concealed,  he  fhould 
place  a  corporal  with  fix  or  feven  men 
there,  with  orders  to  fall  back  upon  his 
poft  if  attacked,  or  remain  till  they  find 
themfelves  difengaged.  The  foldiers  of 
this  lefler  poft  fhould  take  care  to  make 
no  fires,  becaufe  it  would  ferve  for  a 
guide  to  the  enemy  to  avoid  them  when 
they  want  to  fall  upon  the  principal  poft ; 
but  fires  may  be  lighted  in  the  places 
where  they  have  no  guards,  to  make  the 
enemy  think  they  have  them  every 
where,  at  the  fame  time  placing  foldiers 
in  ambufti  where  there  are  none  lighted. 
This  fcheme  may  ferve  for  all  pofts  in  a 
level  country,  where  two  or  three  fol- 
diers fhould  be  kept  going  all  night  to 
ftir  up  the  fires. 

The  exterior  arrangements  being 
made,  and  centries  placed  on  the  ave- 
nues, bridges,  andfteeples,  the  works  for 
fortifying  the  poft  fhould  be  marked  out* 
and  executed  by  the  workmen,  and  the 
magiftrates  ordered  to  fend  ftraw  to  the 
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neareft  houfes  for  lodging  the  foldiers, 
who  mull  never  abfent  themfelves.  The 
officer  muft  always  be  in  readinefs  to  go 
where  his  prefence  may  be  wanted,  and 
make  his  ferjeants  and  corporals  fre- 
quently go  the  rounds. 

Monfieur  Vauban  fays,  that  if  an  of- 
ficer is  to  remain  but  four  hours  in  a 
poll,  he  ought  to  intrench ;  and  he  mould 
caufe  the  works  which  are  to  be  con- 
ftrucled  to  be  well  executed,  fo  as  to  de- 
fend every  place  where  the  enemy  can 
come.  Monfieur  Folard  gives  an  excel- 
lent maxim,  to  attack  an  imaginary  poft, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  defend  a  real 
one.  And  the  Baron  de  Travers  favs, 
that  with  regard  to  the  ftrength  and 
means  of  refiftance  in  pofts,  they  Ihould 
be  in  proportion  to  the  force  the  ene- 
my can  bring  againft  them.  If  to  pafs 
only  fome  hours  in  a  poft,  it  is  a  good 
way  to  make  a  parapet  of  felled  trees ;  or 
if  it  is  in  a  village,  to  intrench  a  detach- 
ed houfe. 

The  way  to  guard  againft  being  fur* 
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prifed,  betrayed,  or  made  prifoner,  is  to 
take  precautions  againft  all  that  the  ene- 
my can  undertake,  and  whatever  dif- 
tance  he  may  be  at,  we  ought  not  to 
found  our  fecurity  on  probabilities,  but 
extend  them  even  to  poffibilities.  Nei- 
ther ftranger  nor  foldier  of  any  other 
party  mould  be  admitted  into  the  poll, 
and  the  roll  called  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  that  the  men  may  not  abfent  them- 
felves ;  he  mould  likewife  examine  the 
centries,to  fee  whether  they  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  detail  of  their  duty,  and  mould 
mew  them  how  to  defend  themfelves  in 
cafe  of  being  attacked ;  obferving  to  them, 
that  if  the  enemy  make  fuch  a  manoeu- 
vre, they  mould  oppofe  fuch  another; 
if  they  try  this  fcheme,  to  refill  with 
that,  and  deceive  them  at  every  ftep.  He 
may  make  fome  of  them  try  to  fcale  the 
intrenchment,  to  fhew  the  difficulty  of 
mounting  it ;  and  by  exerciling  them  in 
this  manner,  he  will  eafily  prepare  them 
to  refill  the  enemy ;  it  will  flatter  their 
vanity,  and  give  them  a  confidence  in 
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him  ;  but  let  him  take  care  not  to  be  toa 
familiar,  left  in  a  brifk  attack,  he  orders 
fomething  not  to  their  mind,  when,  in* 
Head  of  obeying,  they  will  refill  his  or- 
ders, and  mutiny :  but  when  he  has  fhewn 
his  foldiers  the  advantage  of  a  party  that 
are  intrenched,  over  thofe  who  are  ex- 
pofed  in  the  attack,  he  muft  take  care  to 
preferve  fubordination,  and  not  allow 
himfelf  to  fall  into  the  fnares  of  the  ene- 
my. 

An  hour  or  two  before  day,  the  men 
mould  be  kept  alert,  fitting  on  the  ban- 
quette near  their  arms ;  and  the  patroles 
fent  at  that  time,  rather  than  in  the 
night,  to  march  flowly,  to  liften  atten- 
tively, and  examine  every  place  round 
the  poft  where  a  man  can  conceal  him-* 
fdf. 

It  happens  frequently  that  two  armies 
are  encamped  oppoiite  to  one  another, 
and  have  feveral  polls  on  the  fame  line,  | 
and  two  patroles  meet  in  the  night.  As 
it  is  impoflible  to  diftinguifh  whether 
they  are  friends  or  enemies,  they  who 
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firft  difcovcr  the  others,  fhould  conceal 
themfelves  on  the  fides  of  the  road,  be- 
hind bufhes,  or  in  a  ditch,  to  examine  if 
they  are  ftronger,  and  in  that  cafe  to  let 
them  pafs  in  filence,  and  return  another 
way  to  the  poll  to  tell  what  they  have 
feen ;  but  if  they  find  them  weaker,  he 
who  commands  the  patrole  ihould  make 
1  the  fignal  which  is  ordered  for  the  pa- 
troles  of  the  night,  which  is  commonly 
a  ftroke  or  two  on  the  cartouch-box  or 
butt  end  of  the  firelock,  which  is  an- 
fwered  by  an  appointed  number ;  but  I 
would  recommend  a  word  as  the  fafeft. 
If  the  patrole  does  not  anfwer,  they 
fhould  advance  upon  them  with  fixed 
bayonets,  fire  upon  them  if  they  fee  them 
retiring,  and  make  them  furrender.  In 
the  war  of  1 7  4  5  in  Italy,  there  were  old 
foldiers  who  ufed  to  beg  for  this  em- 
ployment, and  took  pleafure  in  it. 

If  detached  oppofite  to  the  enemy,  k 
is  to  be  prefumed  that  you  may  be  at- 
tacked 5  therefore  fmall  detachments 
Ihould  be  advanced  between  the  cen~ 
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tries  in  the  night,  about  thirty  or  forty- 
paces  from  the  poft,  with  their  bellies  on 
the  ground,  in  thefe  places  where  they 
imagine  the  enemy  may  come ;  with  or- 
ders to  thole  who  command  thefe  de- 
tachments, to  make  a  foldier  reconnoitre 
any  parties  that  are  feen,  fo  as  not  tor 
confound  their  own  pat  roles  with  the  e- 
nemy's  parties,  and  to  retire  to  the  poll 
on  the  firft  firing. 

In  villages  there  fhould  be  great  care 
taken  of  fufpecled  perfons,  or  of  the  pea- 
fants  revolting ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  you 
fhould  make  the  magiftrates  order  two 
peafants  the  beft  known  in  the  place,  to 
be  put  on  duty  with  the  cen tries  of  the 
party,  at  the  paffages  left  in  intrench- 
ing. Thefe  peafants,  whom  the  magi- 
ftrates muft  caufe  to  be  relieved  every 
two  hours,  mould  be  charged  to-  recol- 
lect, all  who  pafs  out  or  in  of  the  village ; 
and  both  one  and  the  other  muft  be  told, 
that  they  mall  be  anfwerable  for  all  the 
accidents  that  may  happen  from  the 
treachery  or  negligence  of  thefe  centries 
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who  have  let  enemies  in  difguife  enter 
the  village. 

They  muft  likewife  order  the  foldi- 
ers  who  guard  the  intrenchments,  to  let 
no  peafant  approach,  and  to  fhut  up  the 
paffages  with  two  trees  acrofs  in  the 
night,  and  not  to  open  them  till  day,  ex- 
cept for  the  paffing  of  the  patroles.  They 
muft  examine  with  iron  fpits,  or  their 
fwords,  all  carts  that  pafs  loaded  with 
hay,  ftraw,  or  calks,  or  any  thing  that 
can  conceal  men,  arms,  or  ammunition. 

The  inhabitants  mould  be  prevented 
from  making  proceffions,  holding  fairs 
or  markets ;  becaufe  under  favour  of 
thefe  aftemblies,  the  enemy  often  enter 
and  feize  pofts.  Polybius  gives  a  leffon 
that  will  not  be  mifplaced  here.  There 
are  hundreds  of  proofs  how  fatal  thefe 
indulgences  have  been,  fays  the  tranila- 
tor,  yet  ftili  they  remain  uncorrected ; 
truly  it  is  wrong  that  man  mould  pafs 
for  the  moft  artful  of  all  animals,  lince 
there  is  no  one  fo  eafy  to  furprife ;  how 
many  camps,  garrifons,  and  polls  have, 
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been  furprifed  by  giving  this  liberty,  and 
it  is  a  misfortune  that  has  happened  to 
numbers ;  yet  thefe  furprifes  are  always 
new.  An  officer  cannot  watch  too  care- 
fully to  prevent  fchemes  that  may  be 
contrived  againft  him ;  and  the  attempt 
on  Brifac,  in  the  month  of  November, 
1704,  is  fo  much  to  the  purpofe,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  palfed  in  lilence.  The 
governor  of  Fribourg  having  formed  the 
defign  of  furprifing  Brifac,  fet  out  in  the 
night  of  the  9th  or  10th  of  November, 
with  two  thoufand  men,  and  a  great 
number  of  wraggons  loaded  with  arms, 
grenades,  pitch,  &c.  and  fome  chofen 
foldiers:  all  thefe  waggons  were  drove 
by  officers  difguifed  like  waggoners,  and 
were  covered  with  perches,  which  had 
hay  placed  over  them,  fo  that  they  ap- 
peared like  waggons  loaded  with  hay 
coming  in  contribution.  They  arrived 
at  the  new  gate  by  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  under  the  favour  of  a  thick 
-fog:  three  waggons  entered  the  town, 
two  full  of  men,  and  one  with  armsa 
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when  an  Irifhman,  an  overfeer  of  work- 
men, obferving  thirty  men  near  the 
gate,  who,  though  they  had  the  drefs, 
had  not  the  manner  of  peafants  ;  he  afk- 
ed  them  what  they  were,  and  why  they 
did  not  go  to  work  like  other  people. 
Upon  their  not  anfwering,  and  appear- 
ing confounded,  he  ftruck  fome  of  them 
with  his  cane ;  upon  which  the  difguifed 
officers  run  to  the  arms  which  were  in 
the  waggon  next  them,  and  fired  fifteen 
or  twenty  mot  at  him  within  half  a  do- 
zen paces,  without  wounding  him.  The 
Irifhman  leaped  into  the  ditch,  where 
they  likewife  fired  feveral  ufelefs  fhot  at 
him,  while  he  called  To  arms,  to  arms, 
with  all  his  might. 

At  this  noife,  the  snards  of  the  half- 
moon  and  the  gate  run  to  arms,  and 
would  have  pulled  up  the  drawbridge, 
but  were  prevented  by  the  waggons 
which  the  enemy  had  placed  upon  it. 
The  officers  and  foldiers  who  were  in 
the  waggons,  rufhed  out  with  their  arms, 
and  having  joined  the  reft,  attacked  the 
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guard  commanded  by  a  captain  of  gre- 
nadiers ;  but  being  repulfed,  and  five  of 
them  killed,  the  reft  were  difmayed,  and 
fled  either  into  the  town,  or  out  into  the 
country.  The  captain  of  the  guard  made 
the  firft  gate,  which  was  a  grate,  to  be 
fhut,  acrofs  which  the  enemy,  who  were 
upon  the  bridge,  fired  at  all  who  appear- 
ed ;  and  having  left  the  half  of  his  guard, 
he  mounted  the  rampart  with  the  other 
half,  and  continued  firing  upon  the  ene- 
my. A  lieutenant  who  commanded  twelve 
men  of  the  advanced  guard,  was  attack- 
ed at  the  fame  time  by  an  officer  who 
prefented  a  piftol  to  his  breaft ;  but  match- 
ing it  from  him,  he  fired  it  at  him,  and 
killed  him  :  this  lieutenant  defended  him- 
felf  to  the  end  of  the  action  ;  but  having 
received  feveral  wounds,  he  died  that 
day. 

Upon  hearing  the  noife  of  the  furprife, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  place  dis- 
tributed his  garrifon  to  their  proper  polls ; 
and  having  made  every  difpofition  ne- 
ceflary  for  his  defence,  the  enemy  faw 
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that  their  defign  had  failed,  and  retired 
in  diforder,  leaving  a  number  of  wag- 
gons behind  them,  and  more  than  forty 
foldiers  who  were  killed  or  wounded. 
Such  was  the  enterprife  on  Brifac,  which 
failed  by  a  trifling  accident. 

Another  example  will  prove  how  ne- 
ceflary  it  is  for  officers  in  detached  polls 
to  take  every  precaution.  Captain  Vedel 
being  detached  to  a  village,  where  the 
curate  of  the  parifh  had  obtained  leave 
from  the  commanding  officer  in  the  coun- 
try to  make  a  proceffion  of  the  Peni- 
tents of  a  neighbouring  convent  to  a 
chapel  in  the  village  which  he  named, 
alledging  that  it  was  an  annual  cuftom ; 
but  Captain  Vedel  aftonifhed  to  fee  fuch 
a  numerous  proceffion  compofed  of  the 
peafants,  called  to  arms,  and  having 
drawn  up  his  party  of  fifty  men,  difcon- 
certed  their  fcheme ;  many  of  the  peni- 
tents whom  he  flopped,  were  found  arm- 
ed with  piftols  and  f words,  with  which 
he  acquainted  the  commanding  officer, 
who  immediately  caufed  the  curate  and 
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fever al  of  the  penitents  to  be  hanged. 
This  example,  and  many  others  which 
might  be  cited,  mow  that  an  officer  who 
commands  in  a  poft  cannot  be  too  much 
on  his  guard  to  prevent  his  falling  into 
the  fnares  which  the  enemy  prepare  for 
him,  as  the  feizing  of  a  poft,  of  however 
little  importance  it  may  feem,  may  be 
attended  with  the  moft  troublefome  con- 
fequences. 

Henry  IV.  of  France  loft  Amiens  in 
Picardy  by  a  waggoner  letting  fall  a  fack 
of  nuts  as  if  by  accident,  and  when  the 
foldiers  of  the  guard  were  picking  them 
up,  the  Spaniards,  who  had  difguifed 
themfelves  like  peafants  on  purpofe,  ralli- 
ed out  of  a  houfe  near  the  gate  where 
they  had  been  in  ambufh,  put  them  to 
the  fword,  and  carried  the  town. 

Thefeinftances,  with  many  that  could 
be  mentioned,  mew  that  we  cannot  be 
too  diftruftful  of  the  nnmberlefs  ways 
there  are  of  being  furprifed.  If  peafants 
come  to  vilit  their  friends  or  relations  in 
the  village,  the  centries  mould  flop  them3 
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and  acquaint  their  officer,  who  fliould 
not  allow  them  to  enter  till  the  magi- 
ftrates,  curate,  or  refponfible  inhabitants 
anfwer  for  them  ;  and  this  permiffion  to 
be  granted  only  on  working  days,  and 
not  on  Sundays  or  feftivals,  on  account 
of  their  being  unemployed  thefe  days. 

In  an  enemy's  country,  the  inhabi- 
tants are  always  ready  to  revolt  and  be- 
tray ;  therefore  the  commanding  officer 
ought  to  take  one  or  two  of  the  magi- 
ftrates  children,  or  three  or  four  of  the 
moft  coniiderable  families  of  the  village, 
and  keep  them  in  the  principal  poll  as  a 
pledge  of  the  fidelity  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  children  (to  whom  they  fliould  take 
care  to  do  no  manner  of  hurt)  fliould  on- 
ly be  kept  half  a  day  each,  and  changed 
for  fome  others.  The  commanding  of- 
ficer fliould  forbid  the  inhabitants  to  af- 
femble  in  taverns  or  public  walks,  or  a- 
ny  place  whatever,  and  caufe  thefe  or- 
ders to  be  fixed  up  at  the  door  of  the 
church.  If  they  are  feen  to  flop  and  con- 
verfe  at  coming  out  of  church,  or  in  the 
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market-place,  let  the  patroles  oblige  them 
to  retire.  The  tavern-keepers,  and  all 
the  inhabitants  muft  be  forbid  to  receive 
any  flranger  without  acquainting  the 
commanding  officer.  None  to  be  per- 
mitted to  flir  abroad  after  retreat  beat- 
ing on  pain  of  being  killed  by  the  cen- 
tries  who  fee  them,  or  flopped  and  con- 
dueled  to  dungeons  by  the  patroles,  who 
ought  to  march  flowly;  flop  from  time 
to  time  to  hearken  if  they  hear  any  noife ; 
go  over  all  the  quarters  that  are  marked 
out  to  them,  and  give  an  account  of  any 
thing  they  have  difcovered  that  can  caufe 
any  alarm  in  the  poll. 

If  fire  breaks  out  any  where,  or  the 
inhabitants  quarrelling  among  them- 
felves,  an  officer  ihould  take  care  how 
he  fends  a  party  to  their  affiflance,  be- 
caufe  thefe  are  frequently  fnares  of  the 
enemy  to  divide  the  ftrength  of  a  de- 
tachment on  purpofe  to  attack  them ; 
he  Ihould  therefore  ring  the  alarm  bell, 
make  all  the  different  pods  get  under 
arms,  and  order  thofe  who  command 
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them,  to  make  the  foldiers  remain  arm- 
ed againft  the  parapet,  fo  as  to  obferve 
what  pafles  without  the  village.  The 
foldiers  of  the  principal  poft  ihould  like- 
wife  get  under  arms,  and  the  officer  de- 
tach four  or  five  men  with  a  ferjeant  or 
corporal  to  part  the  fray,  or  fet  the  inha- 
bitants to  work  in  extinguishing  the 
fire. 

As  all  the  neceiTary  precautions  for 
the  fafety  of  a  poft  are  too  many  to  have 
them  executed  by  giving  them  verbally, 
the  commanding  officer  fhould  give  his 
orders  in  writing,  and  have  them  fixed 
up  in  all  the  leifer  pofts.  One  thing  to 
which  officers  who  are  detached  to  a  vil- 
lage fhould  give  particular  attention,  is, 
not  to  vex  the  inhabitants  by  making 
them  furnifh  too  much :  whatever  they 
are  allowed  by  the  general  to  exacl,  fuch 
as  firing,  forage,  candle,  &c .  for  the  guards, 
ihould  be  demanded  in  proportion  to  the 
abilities  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  an  officer 
cannot  be  too  delicate  in  preferring  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  in  ordering  con- 
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tributions,  and  preferving  the  inhabi- 
tants from  being  robbed,  or  treated  ill 
by  the  foldiers ;  they  have  every  thing 
to  apprehend  from  people  that  are  four- 
ed;  and  what  defpair  will  they  not  be 
drove  to,  who  fee  their  country  ravaged, 
their  effects  pillaged,  themfelves  beaten 
and  treated  like  Haves  ?  I  mail  not  fay 
that  humanity  cries  out  againft  fuch  ri- 
gorous treatment,  becaufe  it  is  but  too 
common  to  fee  war  filencing  the  laws  of 
humanity ;  but  I  fhall  fay  that  it  has  been 
feen,  that  not  only  fmall  detachments, 
but  even  numerous  garrifons  have  had 
their  throats  cut,  or  been  driven  out  of 
the  towns  they  defended,  by  the  inhabi- 
tants whom  they  had  reduced  to  de- 
fpair. 

Hiftory  furniihes  many  examples  of 
this  fort,  but  none  that  will  afford  a  lef- 
fon  more  fit  for  military  men  to  reflect 
on  than  the  affair  of  Genoa.  On  the  5  th 
of  December,  1745,  when  the  Aufcrian 
army  had  poffemon  of  Genoa,  an  Austri- 
an officer  ftruckone  of  the  Genoefe  with 
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his  cane,  for  refilling  to  aflift  in  dragging 
a  mortar,  or  interrupting  it,  upon  which 
the  Genoefe  tore  out  his  bowels  with  a 
knife;  the  uproar  became  general,  the 
inhabitants  run  to  the  arfenal,  broke  open 
the  gates,  took  out  arms,  and  repulfed 
the  Auftrians  from  llreet  to  llreet,  and 
drove  them  out  of  the  city,  after  having 
killed  more  than  five  thoufand  men. 

It  is  not  fufficient  for  the  prefervation 
of  a  poll,  to  raife  intrenchments,  nor  to 
take  every  precaution  againft  being  fur- 
prifed.  As  the  enemy  mult  attack  with 
a  fuperior  force,  your  difpolitions  mull 
be  made  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  con- 
fufe  one  another,  and  every  one  being 
properly  placed,  contributes  to  the  com- 
mon fafety. 

If  it  is  a  redoubt,  or  other  intrench- 
ment  of  earth  that  is  to  be  defended,  fe- 
ven  or  eight  trees  with  their  branches, 
mould  be  kept  in  referve,  to  throw  into 
the  breaches  the  enemy  may  make,  and 
the  parapet  kept  well  lined  with  men, 
who  ought  not  to  fire  till  the  enemy  are 
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on  the  glacis.  Grenades  have  unaccount- 
ably funk  into  difufe ;  but  1  am  perfuad- 
ed  there  is  nothing  more  proper  than  to 
have  grenades  to  throw  in  the  midft  of 
the  enemy  who  have  jumped  into  the 
ditch,  nay  even  afhes  or  quick-lime, 
whofe  burning  duft  cannot  fail  to  blind 
the  enemy,  mould  be  had  if  poflible ;  and 
however  extraordinary  it  may  appear, 
Monfieur  Le  Cointe  pretends,  after  feve- 
veral  trials,  to  anfwer  for  the  fuccefs  of 
the  lime.  If  the  flrength  of  your  detach- 
ment will  admit  of  it,  eight  or  ten  fol^ 
diers  mould  be  placed  in  the  ditch,  (on 
the  oppofite  fide  from  the  enemy)  fo  di- 
vided as  to  take  the  enemy  on  the  flanks, 
who  have  jumped  into  the  ditch.  This 
kind  of  fally,  by  running  round  upon 
the  right  and  left  at  the  fame  time,  muft 
aftonifh  an  enemy  who  could  not  dream 
of  being  attacked. 

If  there  are  heights  from  whence  the 
enemy  can  crufh  your  people  with  ftones, 
they  muft  be  occupied  with  eight  or  ten 
men  covered  with  a  breaft-work?  to  pre- 
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vent  the  enemy  from  pollening  them,  or 
guard  againil  them,  as  has  been  directed 
in  Chap.  III. 

In  the  defence  of  houfes,  mills,  &c. 
as  well  as  regular  fortifications,  the  men 
fhould  be  made  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
ferent manoeuvres  they  may  employ  for 
their  defence,  without  which  they  do 
not  forefee  the  intentions  of  their  officer, 
and  may  counteract  one  another  by  their 
being  in  diforder. 

The  obftinate  defence  of  a  poft  is  the 
action  where  an  officer  detached  fingly 
can  acquire  the  greateft  glory;  the  re- 
mittance not  proceeding  from  the  num- 
ber of  foldiers  deftined  to  defend  it,  but 
from  the  talents  of  the  officer  who  com- 
mands. It  is  in  him  that  the  flrength  of 
the  intrenchment  lies ;  and  if  he  joins  to 
determined  bravery,  the  abilities  necef- 
fary  on  thefe  occafions,  and  can  perfuade 
his  foldiers  that  the  lot  the  enemy  pre- 
pares for  them,  is  a  thoufand  times  worfc 
than  death,  he  may  be  faid  in  fome  fort 
to  have  rendered  his  poll  impregnable. 


134       MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

When  an  officer  who  is  potted  in  a 
redoubt,  is  attacked  by  the  enemy,  he 
needs  not  to  be  employed  in  firing  him- 
felf,  but  in  feeing  that  the  foldiers  do 
their  duty,  and  do  not  throw  away  their 
fire  in  the  air.  If  he  fees  their  ardor  flacken 
in  the  rage  of  the  attack,  he  mult  encou- 
rage them  j  if  he  fees  the  enemy  making 
greater  progrefs  on  one  fide  than  the  o- 
ther,  he  muft  weaken  one  to  fupport 
the  other:  this  movement  may  be  dan- 
gerous, and  it  were  better  to  have  a  fmall 
referve  in  cafe  of  need;  but  an  officer 
with  a  fmall  detachment  that  can  fcarce- 
ly  line  the  parapet,  cannot  fpare  men  for 
a  referve,  but  mull  employ  every  means 
they  have  been  preparing  for  their  de- 
fence, as  direeied  above. 

In  the  defence  of  detached  buildings, 
there  are  fo  many  different  retreats,  that 
it  becomes  an  arduous  talk  to  fucceed, 
when  brave  people  are  to  defend  them. 
They  have  the  loop-holes  on  the  ground 
floor  to  defend,  when  beat  from  the  in- 
trenchments   without,    and   may  refift 
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great  numbers  by  retiring  gradually  to 
the  different  floors  of  the  houfe,  where 
they  fhould  have  large  buckets  of  water 
provided  to  throw  upon  the  enemy, 
which  though  it  may  appear  trilling,  is 
one  of  the  moil  difagreeable  that  can  be 
oppofed  to  the  affailants  ;  for  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  wets  their  powder,  arms, 
and  cloaths,  it  hinders  them  from  feeing 
what  is  doing  above;  prevents  every 
fcheme  for  fetting  fire  to  the  houfe,  and 
may  oblige  them  to  defift  from  the  at- 
tack. 

The  Chevalier  Folard  in  1705  had  a 
fmall  country  houfe  near  Brefcia  to  de- 
fend with  four  companies  of  grenadiers 
againft  the  chofen  troops  of  Prince  Eu- 
gene's army,  who  were  obliged  to  retire 
after  penetrating  into  the  court. 

The  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  fays  Mon- 
fieur  Folard,  believing  that  there  were 
fuccours  coming  to  us,  imagined  that  if 
he  could  get  poffeflion  of  a  pigeon-houfe, 
from  whence  a  very  hot  fire  was  kept 
up,  the  poft  would  foon  furrenderj  he 


Ig6        MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

therefore  caufed  it  to  be  attacked,  and 
our  foldiers  having  taken  away  the  door 
to  light  a  fire  within,  the  officer  who  com- 
manded below  being  wounded,  and  not 
able  to  refift  the  firing  which  was  level- 
led through  the  door-way,  was  made 
prifoner.  There  were  feven  grenadiers 
on  the  top  of  the  pigeon-houfe,  who 
were  fummoned  to  furrender,  but  who 
thought  themfelves  too  well  polled  to 
fubmit  fo  foon;  they  therefore  replied 
that  they  would  not  yield  till  the  pears 
were  ripe,  as  they  were  capable  enough 
of  holding  their  poft;  and  accordingly 
kept  a  conftant  fire  upon  the  enemy,  till 
the  prince  of  Wirtenberg  retired  and 
left  the  place  covered  with  dead. 

The  Chevalier  Clairac  mentions  an 
affair  which  happened  to  him  in  1742, 
no  lefs  worthy  the  attention  of  young 
officers.  When  he  was  travelling  with 
fome  people  in  the  upper  palatinate  of 
Bavaria,  he  perceived  that  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  party  of  huffars  and  pandours 
who  might  attack  him.    Having  exami- 


FOR    OFFICERS.  I37 

ned  the  different  avenues  of  the  village 
of  Vurz  where  he  was,  he  blocked  them 
up  with  trunks  of  trees,  ladders,  and 
waggons  with  one  or  two  wheels  taken 
off  each  of  them :  he  likewife  raifed  a 
banquette  along  the  wall  of  the  church- 
yard, where  he  placed  his  domeftics  and 
the  people  who  followed  him ;  looking 
upon  the  church,  which  he  had  pierced 
with  loop-holes,  as  his  citadel,  and  the 
fteeple  as  his  laft  retreat.  Two  houfes 
almoft  touched  this  inclofure,  and  being 
built  on  low  ground,  the  top  of  the  wall 
was  not  higher  than  that  which  ferved 
him  for  a  parapet ;  he  would  not  open 
thefe  houfes,  but  to  preferve  a  commu- 
nication, prevent  being  plunged  down 
upon  by  the  enemy's  fire,  and  to  fecure 
his  flanks,  he  made  a  fort  of  bridge  from 
the  top  of  his  intrenchment  to  the  roofs 
of  the  houfes,  and  having  barricadoed 
the  doors  and  windows  of  the  ground- 
floors,  he  fixed  his  guards,  but  thefe  pre- 
cautions were  ufelefs,  for  the  huflars 
tired  with  watching  him,  fell  back  up- 
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on  their  army,  and  Monfieur  Chirac 
purfued  his  journey  to  Tirz-chen-rait. 

Thefe  examples  fhew  what  refources 
men  of  genius  can  find  in  their  courage, 
and  to  what  length  the  defence  of  an 
intrenched  houfe  may  be  carried  by 
people  of  determined  bravery. 

As  I  have  recommended  the  having 
Hones  in  heaps  to  throw  from  the  walls 
upon  the  enemy,  and  have  alledged  that 
the  defence  of  a  poll  does  not  depend 
upon  the  foldiers  who  are  deftined  for 
that  fervice,  but  upon  the  officer  who 
commands,  1  fhall  give  the- following  ex- 
ample in  proof  of  my  opinion. 

In  the  month  of  September  176 1, 
Captain-lieutenant  Alexander  Campbell 
of  the  8  8th  regiment  with  100  men  un- 
der his  command,  was  pitched  on  to  de- 
fend the  remarkable  poll  near  Cafiel  in 
Heffe,  called  the  Hercules.  Monfieur 
Roziere  the  celebrated  partizan  and  en- 
gineer of  Marfhal  Broglio's  army,  with 
fix  hundred  infantry  and  four  fquadrons 
of  cavalry,  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood 
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of  the  poft  the  morning  of  the  2  2d,  and 
having  beat  a  parley,  furrounded  and 
carried  off  the  two  men  who  were  fent 
out  to  receive  the  mellage.    After  ha- 
ving examined  them  feparately,  he  cauf- 
ed  a  detachment,  under  cover  of  his 
mufquetry  from  a  hill  that  was  oppofite 
to  the  principal  paflage,  to  advance  and 
mount  the  ftair,  three  men  abreaft,  which 
they  did  fo  flow^ly  and  without  any  in- 
terruption, that  the  whole  ftair  of  about 
a  hundred  fteps  was  full  of  men,  when 
Captain  Campbell,  (who  had  made  an 
excellent  difpofition  for  the  defence  o£ 
all  the  parts  of  his  poft)  having  fome 
chofen  men  at  each  fide  of  him,  waited 
to  receive  thofe  who  advanced  firft  up- 
on their  bayonets,  and  firing  at  the  fame 
time,  gave  the  fignal  for  the  reft  to  throw 
over  large  ftones  which  he  had  collected 
and  difpofed  for  that  purpofe;  which 
made  fuch  havoc,  that  Monfieur  Roziere, 
ftartled  at  the  unexpected  reception,  and 
defpairing  of  fuccefs,  wifhed  to  get  his 
party  off.    Captain  Campbell  feeing  the 
K  2 
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deftruciion  of  the  enemy  without  a  man 
of  his  being  hurt,  and  that  he  could  re- 
new the  reception  as  often  as  they  chofe 
to  repeat  the  attempt,  was  elated  with 
his  fuccefs  and  encouraging  his  men, 
when  he  happened  to  move  from  the 
wall  that  covered  him,  and  received  a 
mufquet  fhot  from  the  oppofite  hill, 
which  entered  a  little  below  the  left 
temple  and  came  out  at  the  fame  dis- 
tance below  the  right,  upon  which  he 
fell,  and  the  party  beat  the  chamade  and 
furrendered.  After  two  hours  poiTeffion 
the  French  retired,  carrying  off  the  pri- 
foners  and  leaving  Captain  Campbell, 
whom  they  thought  dead,  to  be  faved 
by  our  troops  who  foon  took  poiTeffion 
again,  and  fent  him  to  be  recovered,  and 
to  difplay  new  merits  in  his  profeffion. 
Vegetius  very  particularly  recommends 
the  collecting  of  ftones  to  throw  over 
the  walls,  and  I  am  certain  that  nothing 
better  can  be  done  againft  an  efcalade ; 
though  they  mould  have  fome  long 
forked  fticks  to  pafs  through  the  loop- 
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holes  and  overfet  the  ladders,  while  they 
fhower  down  tiles,  flates,  ftones,  allies, 
and  lime,  as  well  as  the  rafters  from 
above. 

If  the  enemy  take  cannon  to  force 
the  poft,  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can  be  re- 
lifted,  unlefs  the  houfe  is  low,  and  they 
cannot  range  round  the  intrenchments, 
as  every  mot  can  make  a  large  opening 
in  bad  built  houfes,  and  may  crufti  the 
befieged.  The  only  means  then  to  fhun 
being  maflacred  is  to  capitulate,  or  to  rufh 
out  brifkly  upon  the  enemy  when  they 
leaft  expect,  it.  The  firft  is  not  refolved 
upon  but  when  the  honours  of  war  can 
be  obtained,  which  is  to  march  out  with 
drums  beating  to  return  to  the  army 
with  a  proper  efcort.  But  if  this  capi- 
tulation cannot  be  obtained,  the  befieged 
have  nothing  left  confiftent  with  true 
bravery,  but  to  rufh  out  fword  in  hand, 
and  cut  their  way  through  the  enemy. 
The  neceffity  of  conquering  changes  the 
brave  man  into  the  determined  foldier, 
which  gives  him  the  means  of  reth> 

i  3 
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ing  to  the  army  or  fome  neighbouring  j 
poft. 

It  was  by  a  manoeuvre  of  this  kind, 
that  Marfhal  Saxe  faved  himfelf  at  Chrach- 
nitz  a  village  in  Poland,  where  a  party 
of  eight  hundred  horfe  had  a  defign  to 
carry  him  off  with  eighteen  men  that 
were  his  attendants.  The  prince,  after 
having  refitted  a  long  time  in  the  cham- 
bers of  the  inn  where  he  was,  and  feeing 
he  could  hold  out  no  longer,  ruihed  out 
upon  them  in  the  night  fword  in  hand, 
fell  upon  one  of  the  guard  who  did  not 
expect  it,  run  him  through  the  body,  and 
retired  to  Sandomir  where  he  had  a  Sax- 
on garrifon. 

If  a  poft  is  to  be  abandoned  when  it 
can  be  no  longer  held,  and  you  are  go- 
ing to  make  the  fally,  you  mould  con- 
tinue to  fire  with  fpirit,  taking  away  the 
barricadoes  from  the  door  through  which 
you  are  to  pafs  with  as  little  noife  as 
poflible.  When  they  are  aflembled,  the 
whole  party  mould  go  out  clofe  together, 
rufhing  with  their  bayonets  to  the  place 
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the  officer  thinks  the  leaft  guarded. 
You  ought  never,  fays  Mr.  Folard,  to 
wait  for  day  to  execute  thefe  fallies  which 
cannot  fucceed  but  in  a  dark  night,  by 
which  you  eafily  conceal  from  the  ene- 
my the  road  you  have  taken,  for  which 
reafon  you  fhould  not  fire,  but  open  to 
yourfelves  a  pafiage  fword  in  hand,  left 
the  enemy  come  where  they  hear  the 
noife. 

The  Baron  de  Travers  fays,  that  not 
to  be  met  by  the  enemy  we  fhould  take 
the  contrary  way  to  that  he  expects  us 
to  take,  and  which  it  appears  we  ought 
to  take  :  a  fmall  party  can  hide  them- 
felves  every  where,  and  as  it  is  not  com- 
mon to  fearch  places  on  the  enemy's  fide, 
there  they  are  moft  fecure,  and  may  pafs 
the  day,  to  take  another  road  under  fa- 
vour of  the  night. 

Officers  fhould  be  attentive  to  diftin- 
guifh  between  the  true  and  falfe  attacks, 
and  not  defpair  when  beat  from  their 
firftintrenchments.  The  defence  ofpofts 
are  fo  eafy,  that  I  am  furprifed  they  do 
K  4 
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not  hold  out  longer  than  they  common- 
ly do.  There  wants  only  refolution  and 
vigilance,  taking  every  advantage  of  the 
ground,  and  perfuading  the  foldiers  that 
nothing  but  the  moft  manifeft  bafenefs 
can  let  the  enemy  penetrate.  The  exam- 
ple of  Cremona,  furprifed  by  Prince  Eu- 
gene in  1702,  will  remain  a  proof  to 
pofterity  of  what  determined  bravery 
can  do  ;  and  fhew,  that  though  an  ene- 
my is  mailer  of  half  the  ramparts,  and 
part  of  the  town,  he  is  not  mafter  of  the 
whole. 

Prince  Eugene  having  formed  the  de- 
fign  of  furpriiing  this  town,  which  was 
defended  by  a  garrifon  of  French  and  1- 
rifli,  got  fome  thoufand  Auftrian  foldi- 
ers admitted  at  a  fecret  pafTage  by  a  prieft. 
Thefe  troops  feized  the  two  gates,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  town  ;  the  garrifon  bu- 
ried in  fleep  were  waked  by  the  affault, 
and  obliged  to  fight  in  their  fhirts ;  but 
by  the  excellent  manoeuvres  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  refolute  bravery  of  the  men, 
they  repulfed  the  Imperialifts  from  fquare 
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to  fquare,  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  and  oblig- 
ed Prince  Eugene  to  abandon  the  part 
of  the  town  and  ramparts  of  which  he 
had  been  in  pofTeffion. 

What  then  can  be  the  reafon  they  do 
not  defend  pofts  and  villages  as  well  now- 
a-days,  efpecially  when  they  have  fecur- 
ed  a  retreat  fit  for  making  a  good  de- 
fence, or  obtaining  an  honourable  capi- 
tulation ?  It  feems  to  proceed  from  then- 
not  applying  enough  to  know  the  caufes 
of  the  misfortunes  they  fall  into,  and  be- 
ing unacquainted  with  what  has  hap- 
pened to  thofe  who  have  gone  before. 
The  people  who  attack,  have  nothing 
fupernatural  in  them,  and  are  not  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  who  are  attacked. 

They  may  judge  from  what  I  have 
faid,  that  nothing  is  more  eafy ;  and  the 
officer  who  is  determined  and  jealous  of 
his  reputation,  who  has  learnt  from  ftu- 
dy  to  make  ufe  of  his  talents,  may,  like 
Leonid  as,  defend  the  pafs  of  Thermo- 
pylae with  three  hundred  men  againft  a 
whole  army,  and  choofe  rather  (as  a  mo- 
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dern  philofopher  fays)  to  perifh  nobly  ^ 
than  be  guilty  of  cowardice.  In  every 
pod,  he  can  fupply  the  want  of  force  by 
ftratagems. 

Pofts  have  often  refilled  the  firft  and 
greateft  efforts  of  the  affailants,  and  have 
yielded  or  been  abandoned  to  fubfequent 
attacks,  though  much  lefs  fpirited.  How 
comes  this  ?  It  is  owing  to  an  officer's 
not  daring  to  abandon  his  poft  at  the 
firft  attack :  he  repulfes  the  enemy,  be- 
caufe  if  forced,  they  will  be  put  to  the 
fword  with  their  whole  party ;  but  when 
the  enemy  comes  back,  he  thinks  he 
has  nothing  to  reproach  himfelf  with, 
having  defended  it  for  fome  time,  fo  re- 
tires, or  furrenders.  Since  he  could  re- 
pulfe  the  enemy  when  in  good  order  and 
quite  frefh,  how  much  more  eafy  and 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  when  they  return  har- 
raffed  with  fatigue. 

Is  not  the  great  caufe  of  mifconducl 
among  military  men,  the  want  of  en- 
couragement to  excite  emulation?  An 
officer  who  is  not  protefted,  who  is  ne- 
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ver  fure  of  the  leaft  favour,  neglects  him- 
felf, and  takes  lefs  trouble  to  acquire 
glory,  rarely  heard  of,  though  merited 
by  the  bravelt  actions,  than  to  enjoy  the 
tranquillity  of  an  ordinary  reputation. 

It  is  not  expected  that  an  officer  who 
is  placed  in  a  poll,  fhould  feek  to  en- 
gage ;  but  that  he  Ihould  fteadily  refill 
when  he  is  preffed,  and  die  rather  than 
abandon  his  intrenchment. 

Hiftorians  have  been  very  filent  about 
polls  being  well  defended,  though  the 
leflbns  to  be  drawn  from  them  may  be 
more  generally  inftruclive,  and  as  agree- 
able to  read,  as  thofe  left  us  of  the  bell 
fortified  places  of  a  Hate.  We  are  ailo- 
nifhed  at  the  account  of  a  hundred  thou- 
land  men  perilhing  before  Oltend  in 
1604,  and  their  general,  the  Archduke 
Albert,  with  the  ruins  of  his  army,  not 
making  himfelf  mailer  of  it,  till  after  a 
three  years  liege :  nor  is  our  wonder  lefs 
to  fee  Charles  the  XII.  of  Sweden  in  the 
year  17  I  3,  with  feven  or  eight  officers 
and  fome  domellics,  defend  himfelf  in  a 
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houfe  of  wood  near   Bender,    againft 
twenty  thoufand  Turks  and  Tartars. 

Several  hiftorians  mention  the  defence 
of  this  houfe  becaufe  it  was  done  by  a 
crowned  head  \  but  brave  actions,  who- 
ever are  the  authors,  mould  never  be 
buried  in  oblivion,  as  they  excite  emu- 
lation, and  are  full  of  inftruction. 
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CHAP.     XIL 

Of  the  Attack  of  Pop. 

THOUGH  the  taking  of  a  poft  is  al- 
ways difficult  when  you  have  to 
do  with  people  who  know  how  to  defend 
it ;  neverthelefs,  you  may  fucceed  in  at- 
tacking them  by  furprife  and  ftratagem. 
We  ought  never  to  form  a  fcheme  for 
an  attack  upon  fimple  fpeculation,  be- 
caufe  from  reafoning  we  often  think 
things  are  feafible,  which  we  find  impof- 
fiblein  the  execution.  When  you  intend 
to  undertake  an  action  of  this  kind,  you 
ought  to  form  a  juil  idea  of  it,  by  exa- 
mining all  the  branches  feparately,  and 
the  different  means  you  can  ufe,  fo  that 
by  comparing  them  together,  you  may 
fee  if  they  concur,  and  anfwer  to  the  ge- 
neral purpofe ;  and  laftly,  you  are  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  may  in  a  manner  ren- 
der you  certain  of  fuccefs  before  you 
begin, 
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As  it  is  not  the  practice  of  the  army 
to  choofe  a  particular  officer  for  the  at- 
tack of  an  intrenched  poll  if  he  does  not 
offer  himfelf,  fo  an  officer  fhould  not! 
embark  in  fuch  an  enterprife,  without 
having  examined  the  means  of  fucceed^l 
ing,  and  being  capable  of  fhewing  the: 
general  a  plan  of  what  he  has  projected,  i 
to  fee  if  he  will  confent  to  the  execution 
of  it.    If  the  general  approves  the  plan, 
he  muft  beg  leave  to  go  to  reconnoitre 
the  poft  with  a  man  or  two,  that  he  may 
take  his  meafures  more  juftly  for  thei 
execution  of  it.    I  fay  that  he  ought  to 
afk  permiffion  to  go  and  reconnoitre  the 
poft,  that  he  may  be  owned  and  claimed 
in  cafe  he  is  taken  prifoner. 

When  he  has  been  to  reconnoitre,  as  1 
is  directed  in  Chap.  X.  and  has  got  eve- 
ry necefTary  information,  he  fhould  go 
to  give  the  general  an  account  of  his 
difcoveries,  receive  his  laft  orders  for  the 
attack ;  for  the  foldiers  of  his  party,  and 
for  thofe  who  are  to  march  to  fuftain 
him. 


FOR    OFFICERS.  I  $X 

The  choice  of  men  that  are  to  go  up- 
on the  attack  of  a  poll,  is  fo  much  the 
more  eflential,  as  the  fuccefs  of  the  en- 
terprife  depends  on  it.  None  but  volun- 
teers of  determined  bravery  ought  to 
be  taken,  men  who  are  not  ftupid,  and 
have  no  colds  upon  them;  becaufe  he 
who  does  not  attend  to  the  orders  of  his 
officer,  runs  on  with  blind  zeal ;  and  he 
who  coughs  or  fpits,  may  difcover  the 
party  to  the  enemy's  cen tries,  and  caufe 
the  beft  concerted  fcheme  to  fail.  As 
to  thofe  who  are  to  fupport  them,  they 
may  be  taken  according  to  their  rank 
in  the  guard  or  detachment,  as  the  ge- 
neral judges  proper. 

The  difpofition  for  an  attack  mull  de- 
pend on  the  difcoveries  that  are  made, 
|fo  as  not  to  be  obliged  to  return  in  the 
midlt.  of  the  execution.  The  men  being 
chofen,  they  mull  be  infpecled,  to  fee 
that  nothing  is  wanted  which  can  con- 
tribute to  their  fuccefs ;  becaufe,  if  the 
poft  is  fortified  with  an  intrenchment  of 
earth  or  fafcines,  the  two  firft  ranks 
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mould  be  provided  with  fpades  and  pick-! 
axes  befide  their  arms  ;  if  fraifed  or  pa« 
IhTadoed,  they  muft  likewife  have  hatch- 
ets ;  and  if  covered  with  mafonry,  they 
muft  have  ladders. 

The  men  mould  be  in  their  waiftcoats, 
to  be  lefs  conftrained.  If  they  propofe  to 
make  one  or  two  true,  and  as  many  falfe 
attacks,  fo  many  platoons  muft  be  form- 
ed of  the  chofen  party,  as  they  are  to  1 
make  true  ones,  and  the  fuftaining  par- 
ty to  make  the  falfe  attacks,  fo  as  to  di- 
vide the  enemy  and  fliare  their  fire.  A 
man  muft  be  placed  at  the  head  of  each 
platoon,  who  is  capable  of  commanding 
them,  and  if  poffible,  the  fame  who  had 
been  employed  before  to  make  discove- 
ries, as  he  may  more  eafily  guide  the  di- 
vifion.  The  orders  which  mould  be  gi- 
ven to  thofe  leaders,  are  to  march  toge- 
ther to  the  place  where  they  are  to  feparate, 
and  then  each  to  go  to  the  fpot  which 
is  appointed  for  them,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  poft,  and  wait  there,  with 
their  bellies  on  the  ground,  for  the  fig- 
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rial  to  jump  into  the  ditch  and  fcale  the 
poll* 

If  you  are  to  be  conducted  by  fpies 
or  guides,  they  fhould  be  examined  a- 
bout  every  thing  that  can  be  of  ufe,  be- 
fore they  are  employed,  efpecially  about 
the  road  by  which  they  propofe  to  con- 
duel:  you.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe 
we  often  fee  fimple  people  animated  with 
the  hope  of  gain,  imagine  they  can  eafi- 
ly  lead  a  party,  when  they  have  only  a 
great  deal  of  good-will ;  but  if  you  find 
in  thofe  who  offer,  all  the  neceffary  qua- 
lities, you  muft  immediately  fecure  them 
to  you  as  much  as  poflible,  by  making 
them  dread  the  deftrucHon  of  their  hou- 
fes,  and  pillaging  their  goods,  if  they 
lead  the  party  into  a  mare ;  you  may 
likewife  afk  their  wives  and  children  as 
pledges  of  their  fidelity,  and  the  moment 
of  fetting  out,  place  them  between  the 
corporals  of  the  firft  rank,  tied  with  a 
fmall  chain ;  which  precaution  is  the 
more  effential,  as  traitors  have  often  been 
known,  on  pretence  of  conducting  a  par- 
t  L 
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ty  to  feize  a  poft,  to  have  led  them  where 
they  have  had  their  throats  cut  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  and  have  difappear- 
ed  at  the  very  moment  of  its  execution. 
If  you  make  your  guides  hope  for  a  re- 
compence  proportioned  to  their  fervicesj 
on  one  fide ;  on  the  other,  you  muft  make 
them  fear  the  cruelleft  puniihment  if  they 
do  amifs. 

The  night  being  the  moft  proper  time 
to  march  to  the  attack  of  a  poft,  )  ou 
mould  fet  out  foon  enough  to  be  ready 
to  make  the  attack  an  hour  or  two  be- 
fore day.  Care  muft  be  taken  that  it  is 
not  moon-light  when  you  propofe  mak- 
ing the  attack;  the  foldiers  ought  to 
march  two  and  two,  with  the  leaft  noife 
poffible,  efpecially  when  paffing  between 
the  enemies  centries :  you  muft  likewife 
recommend  to  them,  neither  to  fpeak, 
fpit,  or  fmoke.  The  detachments  muft 
get  as  oppofite  as  poffible  to  the  falient 
angles  of  the  intrenchment,  as  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  will  be  the  leaft  defended 
by  the  enemy's  mufketry.  If  a  patrok 
3 


FOR    OFFICERS.  I  $$ 

of  the  enemy  comes  while  you  are  on 
your  march,  or  ambufhed  in  the  envi- 
rons, you  need  not  be  alarmed,  nor  make 
the  leaft  motion  which  may  make  the 
enterprife  fail,  but  remain  concealed  m 
the  profoundeft  filence,  that  the  patroles 
may  pafs  without  perceiving  any  thing, 
and  afterwards  purfue  your  defign. 

If  the  poll  which  you  want  to  carry 
is  a  redoubt  with  a  dry  ditch  and  para- 
pet of  earth,  your  two  firft  ranks  muft 
have  fpades  and  pick-axes,  with  their 
;arms  flung,  and  on  the  iignal  being  gi- 
ven, jump  into  the  ditch  together ;  I  fay 
together,  becaufe  it  ought  to  be  a  gene* 
ral  maxim  in  attacking  a  poll,  to  ftrike 
all  at  once.  When  the  firft  rank  have 
jumped  down,  the  fecond  nraft  ftop  a 
moment,  that  they  may  not  fall  upon 
the  fhoulders  or  bayonets  of  the  firfh 
The  two  firft  ranks  having  got  into  the 
ditch,  they  mould  immediately  run  to 
fap  the  angles  of  the  fcarp,  and  the  pa- 
rapet of  the  redoubt,  to  facilitate  the 
mounting  of  the  reft  of  the  party  j  the 
L   2 
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leaders  of  each  divifion  fhould  obferve 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  foldiers  who 
remain  armed  with  their  firelocks,  and 
who  have  likewife  leaped  into  the  ditch, 
do  not  interrupt  thofe  who  are  demo- 
lifhing  the  fcarp  of  the  redoubt,  but  pro- 
tect them  by  prefenting  their  bayonets 
to  the  right  and  left,  and  be  ready  to  re- 
pulfe  any  of  the  enemy  that  happen  to 
be  placed  in  the  ditch. 

If  the  parapet  is  fraifed,  they  mould 
break  as  many  of  the  fraifes  with  hatch- 
ets as  is  neceffary  to  let  the  men  pafs. 
When  the  breach  is  made,  the  workers 
fhould  drop  their  working  tools,  and 
taking  their  arms  from  the  flings,  mount 
up  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  rufh  upon 
the  enemy  huzzaing. 

When  you  march  to  attack  a  redoubt 
or  fuch  poft,  where  the  enemy  have  a 
connection  with  more  confiderable  polls, 
the  commanding  officer  fhould  charge 
on  that  fide,  fo  as  to  cut  off  the  commu- 
nication. People  who  fee  themfelve  brifk- 
ly  attacked  without  hope  of  fuccour  or 
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retreat,  will  very  foon  beg  for  quarter. 

When  the  fcarps  and  parapets  are  of 
ftone,  they  can  only  be  carried  by  fcal~ 
ing,  but  you  may  fucceed  by  being  brifk 
in  lurrounding  and  fuftaining  the  attack. 
An  officer  who  is  to  attack  a  poll  of  this 
kind,  ihould  take  care  that  his  ladders 
are  rather  too  long  than  too  fhort,  and 
to  give  them  in  charge  only  to  the  flout- 
eft  of  the  detachment.  The  foldiers 
fhouid  carry  thefe  ladders  with  the  left 
arm  pafied  through  the  fecond  ftep,  tak- 
ing care  to  hold  them  upright  at  their 
fides,  and  very  ihort  below,  that  they 
may  not  diflocate  their  moulders  in  leap- 
ing into  the  ditch. 

The  firft  ranks  of  each  divifion  pro- 
vided with  ladders,  ihould  fet  out  with 
the  reft  at  the  fignal,  marching  refolute- 
ly  with  their  firelocks  flung  at  their  backs 
to  jump  into  the  ditch.  When  they  are 
arrived,  they  fhouid  apply  their  ladders 
againft  the  parapet,  obferving  to  place 
them  towards  the  falient  angles  rather 
than  the  middle  of  the  curtain,  becaufe 
L  3 
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the  enemy  have  lefs  force  there.  They 
muft  take  care  to  place  the  ladders  with-  ; 
in  a  foot  of  each  other,  and  not  to  give 
them  too  much  nor  too  little  fiope,  fo  as 
they  may  be  overturned  or  broke  with 
the  weight  of  foldiers  mounting  upon 
them. 

The  ladders  being  applied,  they  who 
have  carried  them,  and  they  who  come 
after,  ihould  mount  up  and  ruih  upon 
the  enemy  fword  in  hand.  If  he  who 
goes  firft,  happens  to  be  overturned,  the 
next  mould  take  care  not  to  be  drawn 
down  by  his  comrade ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, help  him  to  pafs  between  two  lad- 
ders, and  immediately  mount  himfelf,  fo 
as  not  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  load 
his  piece. 

As  the  foldiers  who  mount  the  firft 
may  be  eafily  tumbled  over,  and  their 
fail  may  caufe  the  attack  to  fail,  it  would 
perhaps  be  right  to  protect  their  breafts 
with  the  fore-parts  of  light  cuiraffes,  be- 
caufe  if  they  can  penetrate,  the  reft  may 
eafily  follow.    Some  people  may  perhaps 
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treat  this  as  an  unneceffary  precaution ; 
but  is  it  better  to  ieave  the  whole  to  be 
knocked  on  the  head  in  the  ditch,  or  to 
carry  it  with  fafety,  and  the  leafl  dan- 
ger? 

The  fuccefs  of  an  attack  by  fcaling  is 
infallible,  if  they  mount  the  four  fides  at 
once,  and  cake  care  to  fhower  a  number 
of  grenades  among  the  enemy,  eipecial- 
ly  when  fupported  by  fome  grenadiers 
and  piquets,  who  mare  the  attention  and 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

During  the  liege  of  Caflel,  under  the 
Count  de  la  Lippe,  in  the  campaign  of 
1762,  a  young  engineer  undertook  to 
carry  one  of  the  outworks,  with  a  much 
fmaller  detachment  than  one  which  had 
been  repulfed,  and  fucceeded  with  eafe, 
from  the  ufe  of  grenades ;  which  is  a 
proof  that  grenades  ought  not  to  be  ne- 
glected, either  in  the  attack  or  defence 
of  polls. 

If  the  ditch  of  a  poll  is  filled  with  wa- 
ter, and  but  middle  deep,  that  mould  not 
hinder  you  from  jumping  into  the  ditch 
L  4 
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to  attack,  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
mentioned ;  but  if  there  is  a  greater  quan- 
tity, and  you  cannot  pafs,  the  foldiers  of 
each  platoon  fhould  carry  fafcines,  of 
faggots  of  fmall  branches  well  bound, 
and  made  as  large  as  poffible,  to  fill  up 
the  ditch,  and  make  a  kind  of  ford,  fo 
as  to  get  at  the  parapet,  either  to  demo- 
lifh  or  fcale  it. 

Many  ways  of  filling  up  the  ditch,  re- 
commended by  different  authors,  might 
be  mentioned ;  but  the  fafcines  are  pre? 
ferable  to  them  all,  as  the  foldiers  can 
eafily  carry  them  before  them,  march 
quicker,  and  make  ufe  of  them  as  a  de- 
fence againfl  mufketiy,  and  reaching 
them  from  hand  to  hand,  foon  make  a 
ford. 

If  the  approaches  of  the  poll  are  de- 
fended by  chevaux  de  frife,  the  firft  and 
fecond  rank  of  each  platoon  muft  break 
them  down  with  hatchets,  or  with  iron 
graplings  tied  to  ropes,  they  may  pull 
them  to  them,  and  feparate  them.  If  it 
is  a  bread-work  of  felled  trees,  you  muft 
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have  fafcines  thrown  againft  the  points, 
or  upon  the  branches,  upon  which  the 
foldiers  can  eafily  pafs.  If  there  are  two 
or  three  rows,  you  may  burn  them  with 
dry  fafcines  lighted  at  one  end,  and 
thrown  in  the  middle  row.  In  cafe  of 
trying  this  laft  fcheme,  the  foldiers  muft 
retire  to  a  little  diftance  after  throwing 
the  fafcines,  that  the  enemy  may  not  fee 
to  fire  at  them  by  the  light  of  the  fire, 
but  place  themfelves  fo  that  they  can 
fire  upon  any  who  may  attempt  to  ex- 
tinguifh  it.  If  there  are  chauiTe- traps, 
they  muft  be  fwept  away,  by  dragging 
a  tree  or  two  over  the  ground  where 
they  are  fcattered. 

In  the  attack  of  detached  buildings, 
you  muft  feize  the  approaches,  and  ftrive 
to  fcale  them ;  to  get  on  the  top,  and 
crufti  the  people  who  are  below,  with 
the  tiles  or  Hates ;  but  if  the  enemy  has 
uncovered  the  houfe,  you  muft  throw 
as  many  grenades  as  you  can  in  at  the 
windows  and  doors  ;  or  dry  fafcines,  with 
lighted  faggots  dipped  in  rofin ;  or  fire- 
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balls,  to  endeavour  to  fet  fire  to  them, 
and  fmoke  them  out.  If  the  weather  is 
windy,  you  fhould  profit  by  it  to  fet  fire 
to  the  houfe,  and  try  to  Unit  up  the 
loop-holes  which  the  enemy  have  pierc- 
ed near  the  ground,  with  bags  of  earth, 
fo  as  to  fap  the  corners.  If  you  have 
fome  cannon,  you  may  fhorten  the  ce- 
remony, by  planting  them  againft  the 
angles  of  the  poft.  If  you  have  none, 
you  may  fuccefsfully  fufpend  a  large 
beam  by  a  rope,  to  three  bars  placed  in 
a  triangle,  in  imitation  of  the  Roman 
battering  ram  :  this  beam  pufhed  violent- 
ly againft  the  walls,  will  foon  make  a 
breach ;  but  you  mull  obferve,  in  fuf- 
pending  it,  to  do  it  in  a  dark  night,  fo 
that  the  enemy  cannot  prevent  it,  by 
firing  at  the  foldiers  who  are  employed 
in  the  work.  If  it  is  glorious  to  get  out 
with  honour  on  fuch  an  attack,  it  is  not 
lefs  fo,  to  make  it  fo  as  to  coil  but  few 
people.  The  blood  of  the  foldiers  is  pre- 
cious, and  cannot  be  too  much  prized, 
and  an  able  chief  will  neglect  no  means 
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that  can  contribute  to  their  prefervation. 
The  comparing  of  two  examples  will 
{how  the  importance  of  what  is  advanc- 
ed. 

During  the  two  lieges  of  Barcelona, 
by  Moniieur  de  Vendome  in  1697,  and 
Moniieur  de  Berwick  in  1 7  1  3.  The  firft 
of  thefe  generals  caufed  the  convent  of 
Capuchins,  fituated  out  of  the  place,  to 
be  attacked  fword  in  hand  by  feveral  de- 
tachments of  infantry,  and  carried  it  in 
three  hours,  with  the  lofs  of  feventeen 
hundred  men.  Marmal  Berwick  caufed 
the  fame  convent  to  be  attacked  in  the 
year  1 7  1  3 .  They  were  equally  intrench- 
ed, and  reckoning  to  make  him  pay  as 
dear  as  Moniieur  de  Vendome  had  done ; 
but  this  general  having  opened  a  fort  of 
trench  before  the  convent,  they  not  ex- 
pecting to  be  attacked  in  form,  furren- 
dered  at  difcretion,  after  having  held  it 
twenty  four  hours.  The  reader  is  left  to 
judge  which  example  to  follow. 

You  mould  prepare  for  the  attack  of 
a  village  or  fuch  like  poft  of  large  extent, 
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as  has  been  directed  in  the  chapter  for 
detached  polls ;  but  as  thefe  fort  of  at- 
tacks are  always  more  difficult  than  o- 
thers,  on  account  of  the  multiplicity  of 
fchemes  they  have  to  encounter  at  every 
flep,  an  officer  ihould  not  march  there 
till  he  is  acquainted  with  the  ftrength  of 
the  intrenchments ;  the  fituation  of  the 
fmaller  polls;  the  obilacles  to  be  met 
with  in  every  flreet  or  fquare  ;  and  even 
what  terms  the  inhabitants  are  on  with 
the  foldiers  of  the  garrifon. 

If  an  officer  takes  his  information  from 
country  people,  he  Ihould  enquire  in  fuch 
a  feemingly  carelefs  manner,  that  they 
may  not  difcover  his  delign  to  the  ene- 
my, and  they  take  meafures  to  prevent 
him :  he  mufl  likewife  endeavour  to  be 
well  affured  of  the  reports  of  the  pea- 
fants,  by  comparing  them  with  thofe  of 
the  deferters,  and  with  what  he  has  dif- 
covered  himfelf.  When  he  is  well  in- 
formed of  the  iituation  of  the  enemy,  he 
fhouid  then  make  his  difpofitions  for  the 
attack,  and  obferve  to  mention  to  thofe 
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who  are  to  command  the  different  pla- 
toons, all  that  they  ought  to  do,  either 
in  real  or  falfe  attacks.  The  real  attacks 
fhould  be  made  in  places  that  appear  in- 
acceflible,  becaufe  the  enemy  trailing  to 
the  difficulty  of  accefs,  are  always  lefs 
guarded  there.  He  may  likewife  attack 
the  houfes  iituated  at  the  entrance  of 
ftreets,  becaufe  when  they  are  once  gain- 
ed, it  is  eafy  to  pierce  the  walls  that  fe- 
parate  the  houfes,  from  whence  they  can 
eaiily  crum  the  enemy  with  {tones,  and 
force  them  to  fly  to  their  laft  intrench- 
ment. 

In  an  enemy's  country  whom  you 
would  not  fpare5  it  is  eafy,  by  fetting  fire 
to  the  four  corners  of  the  village,  to 
force  the  befieged  to  furrender ;  but,  be- 
fide  its  being  inhuman  to  ufe  means 
which  tend  to  the  devafiation  of  a  coun- 
try, it  is  very  dangerous  to  drive  the  in- 
habitants to  defpair,  becaufe  they  then 
fly  into  the  woods,  gather  in  parties, 
fcatter  themfelves  every  where,  murder 
the  foldiers  who  ftray,  afTaffinate  the  fut- 
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lers,  hinder  every  peafant  from  carrying 
provifions  to  camp,  and  deftroy  an  ar- 
my. We  have  feen,  fays  Monfieur  Fo- 
lard,  during  the  war  of  1688,  that  fif- 
teen hundred  Bar  bets  of  the  valley  of  St. 
Martin,  kept  forty  battalions  of  our 
troops  in  awe  in  the  valley  of  Pragelas, 
where  the  Cifone  runs,  in  the  bottom 
between  two  very  high  mountains  of 
very  difficult  accefs,  which  each  guard- 
ed on  their  fide.  Thefe  mountaineers 
defcended  fometimes  when  they  believ- 
ed our  convoys  were  in  the  country, 
and  attacked  them.  They  were  fcarcely 
ten  or  twelve  men,  while  we  had  entire 
corps. 

It  is  very  evident  from  this  example, 
what  may  be  the  effects  of  gaining  con- 
iiderable  pofls  by  fetting  fire  to  them, 
and  how  much  better  it  is  to  carry  them 
by  brifk  attacks.  An  officer  who  com- 
mands an  expedition  of  this  nature, 
ought  to  take  care  how  he  confines  him- 
felf  to  a  fingle  attack ;  the  falfe  frequent- 
ly becoming  true  ones,  he  mould  know 
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the  fuccefs  of  each,  fo  as  not  to  have 
people  killed  ufelefsly  to  gain  a  paflage 
on  one  fide,  while  it  is  open  on  the  o- 
ther. 

When  the  affailants  have  penetrated 
into  the  village,  the  commanders  of  each, 
division  ought  to  take  care  to  leave  fmall 
detachments  at  all  the  churches  and 
fquares  they  find ;  to  Hand  firm  and  fuf- 
tain  the  main  body  in  cafe  they  are  re- 
pulfed.  You  mull  watch  very  carefully 
that  the  fokuers  do  not  withdraw  to  pil- 
lage the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
whole  detachments  have  been  drove  from 
towns  and  villages  where  they  had  pe- 
netrated, from  having  neglected  this  pre- 
caution. 

Three  days  after  the  furprife  of  Cre- 
mona in  1702,  fome  Germans  were 
found  in  the  cellars  where  they  had  got 
drunk,  and  were  afloniihed  when  they 
were  told  that  they  mull  quit  thefe  a- 
greeable  retreats.  An  officer  who  would 
fhun  a  diforder  fo  fatal,  mould  forbid  his 
foldiers  to  flir  from  his  party  on  pain  of 
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death,  and  by  placing  a  ferjeant  in  the 
rear  of  each  divifion,  take  care  that  no 
one  falls  behind. 

If  you  find  cavalry  drawn  up  in  the 
fquares  or  open  places,  the  affailants 
fhould  remain  firm  at  the  entrance  of 
the  flreets  that  meet  there,  while  fome 
go  up  to  the  houfes  that  are  at  the  cor- 
ners, and  fire  upon  them  from  the  win- 
dows :  if  this  caufes  any  diforder  among 
them,  they  fhould  be  charged  with  fixed 
bayonets  to  make  them  furrender.  If  the 
interior  part  of  the  village  is  defended 
with  cannon,  you  fhould  march  quickly 
to  the  place  where  they  are,  and  take 
them,  or  nail  them  up,  or  turn  them  a- 
gainft  the  enemy  or  principal  poft  of  the 
village. 

It  may  be  judged  by  what  has  been 
faid  on  the  taking  of  ports,  that  though 
thefe  actions  are  difficult,  they  are  not 
impofftble,  when  the  means  that  are  to  be 
employed  are  properly  connected.  The 
methods  are  eafy  to  imagine,  and  yet  we 
rarely  fee  examples  of  thefe  actions,  be- 
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caiife '  there  is  not  fufficient  application 
given  to  this  part  of  war,  which  to  fuc- 
ceedin,  requires  great  fenfe  and  courage, 
a  quick  and  fubtle  fancy,  much  bold- 
nefs,  readinefs  in  executing,  and  cauti- 
ous forefight. 

Polybius  in  his  feventh  book  gives 
an  account  of  an  attack  full  of  inftruc- 
tion  for  officers,  for  which  reafon  the  de- 
tail of  the  whole  circumftances  fhall  be 
taken  from  that  work.  The  blockade  of 
Sardis  by  Antiochus  the  Great,  fays  he, 
had  lafted  two  years  when  Lagoras  of 
Crete,  a  man  of  extenfive  knowledge  in 
war,  put  an  end  to  it  in  the  following 
manner.    He  confidered  that  the  ftrong- 
eft  places  aire  often  taken  with  the  great- 
eft  eafe,  from  the  negligence  of  the  be- 
iieged,  who  truiling  to  the  natural  or 
artificial  fortifications  of  their  town,  are 
at  no  pains  to  guard  it.    He  knew  like- 
wife  that  towns  are  often  taken  at  the 
ftron'geft  places,  from  their  being  per- 
fuaded  that  the  enemy  will  not  attempt 
to  attack  them  there.  Upon  thefe  confix 
f  M 
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derations,  though  he  knew  that  Sardis 
was  looked  on  as  a  place  that  could  not 
be  taken  by  aflault,  and  that  hunger  on- 
ly could  make  them  open  their  gates,  yet 
he  hoped  to  fucceed.  The  greatnefs  of  the 
difficulties  only  encreafed  his  zeal  to  con- 
trive a  means  of  carrying  the  town. 

Having  perceived  that  a  part  of  the 
wall  which  joined  the  citadel  to  the 
town  was  not  guarded,  he  formed  the 
defign  of  furpriling  it  at  that  place :  he 
obferved  that  this  wall  was  built  on  the 
top  of  a  rock  which  was  extremely  high 
and  fteep,  at  the  foot  of  which,  as  into 
an  abyfs,  the  people  of  the  town  threw 
down  the  carcaffes  of  their  dead  hor- 
fes  and  other  beafts  of  burthen,  at  which 
place  great  numbers  of  vultures  and  o- 
t  a er  carnivorous  birds  aflembled  daily  to^ 
feed,  and  after  having  filled  themfelves, 
they  never  failed  to  reft  upon  the  top  of 
the  rock  or  wall,  which  made  our  Cre- 
tin imagine  that  this  place  was  neglect- 
ed, and  without  any  guard  upon  it. 

On  this  thought,  he  went  to  the  place 
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at  night,  and  examined  with  care  how 
he  could  approach  it,  and  where  he  ought 
to  place  his  ladders.  Having  found  a 
place  proper  for  his  purpofe,  he  acquaint- 
ed the  king  with  his  difcovery  and  de- 
fign ;  and  the  king,  delighted  with  the 
project,  advifed  Lagoras  to  purfue  it,  and 
granted  him  two  other  officers  whom  he 
alked  for,  and  who  appeared  to  him  to 
have  all  the  neceffary  qualities  for  affift- 
ing  him  in  his  fcheme. 

The  three  having  confulted  together, 
they  only  waited  one  night,  at  the  end 
of  which  there  was  no  moon  •,  which  be- 
ing come,  they  chofe  fifteen  of  the  flouteft 
and  braveft  men  of  the  army  to  carry  the 
ladders,  to  fcale  the  walls,  and  run  the 
fame  rifk  that  they  did.  They  likewife 
took  thirty  others  to  place  in  ainbufh  in 
the  ditch,  and' to  affift  thofe  who  fcaled 
the  wall  to  break  down  a  gate  into  which 
they  were  to  enter.  The  king  was  to 
make  two  thoufand  men  follow  them, 
and  favour  the  enterprife  by  marching 
the  reft  of  the  army  to  the  oppofite  fide 
M  2 
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of  the  town.  Every  thing  being  prepar- 
ed for  the  execution,  Lagoras  and  his 
people  approached  foftly  with  their  lad- 
ders, and  having  fcaled  the  rock,  they 
came  to  the  gate  which  was  near  them, 
and  having  broke  it,  let  in  the  two  thou- 
fand  men,  who  cut  the  throats  of  all  they 
met,  and  fet  fire  to  the  houfes,  fo  that 
the  town  was  pillaged  and  ruined  in  an 
inftant. 

Young  officers  who  read  this  account, 
ought  to  reflecl  on  this  attack.  The  at- 
tention of  Lagoras,  who  went  himfelf  to 
examine  the  places  proper  for  fixing  the 
ladders ;  his  difcernment  in  the  choice 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers  who  were  to 
fupport  him ;  and  the  harmony  of  the 
whole  means  that  were  employed  on  the 
occafion,  afford  very  excellent  lefTons  for 
any  officers  who  may  attempt  fuch  an 
attack. 

Though  fuch  ftupendous  rocks  may 
be  thought  inacceffible  by  the  befieged, 
yet  this  is  a  proof  that  no  place  is  inac- 
ceffible when  they  have  to  do  with  fuch 
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penetrating  geniufes  as  Antiochus's  en- 
gineer Lagoras. 

That  part  of  the  military  fcience  which 
comprehends  the  taking  of  polls,  is  little 
capable  of  being  treated  methodically. 
The  understanding  of  every  officer,  and 
the  occaiions  which  chance  produces,  is 
what  commonly  gives  room  for  the  exe- 
cution of  thefe  fort  of  actions.  War  is  a 
bufinefs  of  fchemes  and  projects,  and 
there  are  numberlefs  precautions  which 
efcape  the  foreiight  of  men  who  carry  it 
on,  which  a  fkilful  enemy  can  obferve, 
and  which  furnim  occaiions  of  making 
fine  flrokes..  Hiftory  contains  many  fuch 
examples,  which  are  only  rare  now-a- 
days,  becaufe  they  do  not  iludy  this  part 
fuiliciently,  for  which  an  elevated  geni- 
us, and  a  combination  of  means,  depend- 
ing on  a  knowledge  of  the  true  iituation 
of  the  enemy,  whom  we  fhould  always 
reconnoitre  ourfelves,  are  necefTary. 


M    j 


174       MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

CHAP.     XIII. 

Of  Surprizes  and  Stratagems  for  feizing 
Pojls. 

A  surprize  in  war  is  an  unexpected 
attack  by  fuddenly  affaulting  the 
enemy  when  he  leaft  expects  it.    The 
ways  of  practifing  them  are  infinite,  for  ail 
the  fchemes  that  imagination  has  inven- 
ted to  make  the  enemy  fail  into  fome  fnare, 
are  fo  many  furprizes,  with  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfive  variety  of  circumftances,that  it  has 
never  been  poflible  to  give  a  compleat  de- 
tail of  them,  notwithftanding  all  the  lights 
that  have  been  thrown  on  the  fubjecl:  by 
many  excellent  authors  who  have  under- 
taken to  treat  this  matter  fundamentally. 
We  may  refer  all  forts  of  furprizes 
to  two  kinds ;  the  one  is,  by  means  of 
ambufcades  to  attack  the  enemy  on  his 
march,  which  we  fliall  treat  of  in  the 
next  chapter;    the  other,   by  making 
fudden  irruptions  into  the  pofts  of  the 
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enemy  and  feizing  them  by  open  force, 
which  we  mall  treat  of  at  prefent; 
but  that  I  may  not  exceed  the  bounds 
I  have  prefcribed  to  myfelf,  I  mall  only 
flop  to  mention  the  moll  advantageous 
circumflances  which  ought  to  be  taken, 
and  the  fureft  means  that  can  be  employe 
ed  to  fucceed;  eflablifhing  for  a  gene^ 
ral  maxim,  that  we  ought  never  to  at- 
tempt to  furprize  a  poft  of  the  enemy, 
without  being  well  informed  of  his  fitu- 
ation,  flrength,  and  manner  of  doing 
duty,  three  effential  points  the  know- 
ledge of  which  is  indifpenfable. 

All  the  environs  that  have  any  rela- 
tion to  the  place  the  enemy  occupies  muft 
be  known ;  on  what  fide  lie  the  avenues, 
moraffes,  rivers,  bridges,  heights,  woods, 
and  all  covered  places  that  are  in  the 
neighbourhood,  without  which  it  is  fcarce 
poflible  to  regulate  approaches  prudent- 
ly. It  is  equally  neceffary  to  know  near- 
ly the  number  and  kind  of  troops  with 
which  he  pofleffes  thepofl,  that  you  may 
not  attack  him  with  inefficient  force* 
M  4 
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It  is  likewife  necefTary  to  know  if  the! 
enemy  is  careful  or  remifs  in  carrying; 
on  his  duty.  The  knowledge  of  thefe 
cireumftances  contributes  infinitely  to 
form  a  project,  of  furprife  well,  and  to 
conduct  the  whole  expertly. 

I  mall  fpeak  firft  of  fuch  as  may  be  ex- 
ecuted by  fmall  parties,  and  where  they 
need  not  have  recourfe  to  very  exten- 
live  means  for  fuccefs,  and  then  proceed 
with  fuch  as  may  be  executed  by  the 
corps  of  a  partifan,  according  to  the  ar- 
rangement we  have  given. 

Monfieur  Folard,  in  fpeaking  of  ftra* 
tagems,  fays  every  general  has  his  own ; 
they  are  fuch  as  time  and  place  produce, 
and  which  ous&t  not  to  be  neglected. 
There  are  many  people  who  pretend 
that  every  thing  is  lawful  in  war,  and 
that  we  are  to  fucceed  by  what  means 
we  can;  but  this  is  not  agreeable  to 
thofe  authors  who  treat  of  the  rights  of 
nations.  If  all  fchemes  are  thought  e^ 
qually  moral  in  fome  that  he  relates, 
there  are  others  where  good  faith  and 
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a  s;reatnefs  of  foul  fhine  forth  with  luftre, 
while  there  are  fome  again,  where  the 
moil  remarkable  treachery  and  the  cru- 
ellefl  means  have  been  looked  upon  as 
the  fineffes  of  a  fkilful  enemy. 

I  hope  it  is  unneceffary  for  me  to 
make  any  remarks  on  this  head,  as  I 
truft  that  the  pleas  of  honour  and  hu- 
manity will  always  have  their  full  force 
with  every  officer  in  the  Britifh  army. 

The  fame  author  fays  that  this  part 
of  war  (ftratagems)  has  not  been  treated 
fundamentally,  though  it  were  to  be 
wifhed  that  thefe  works  were  often  read 
and  meditated  on  by  people  of  the  pro- 
feffion.  This  fort  of  reading  appears  the 
more  necefTary,  that  beiide  being  amu- 
fmg,  it  is  the  more  inftrucrive,  as  by  not 
being  ignorant  of  ftratagems,  they  know 
how  to  defeat  them,  or  to  make  ufe  of 
them  upon  occafion.  To  which  I  fhall 
add,  that  we  are  not  to  imagine  that 
thefe  occalions  are  very  fcarce ;  they  pre- 
fent  themfelves  daily  though  they  are 
not  perceived,  becaufe  they  are  not  afc 
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tended  to,  or  thought  of  after  they  are ' 
pafled.     Nothing  however  contributes 
more  to  the  reputation  of  an  officer  than ! 
thefe  fort  of  actions,  but  as  Vegetius  fays, 
we  mould  reach  out  our  hands  to  fortune, 
and  profit  by  the  occafions  that  offer. 

Among  the  furprifals  of  pofts  which 
may  be  executed  by  fmall  parties  under 
one  officer,  there  are  fome  to  which  they 
are  invited  by  the  eafe  in  the  execution, 
others  by  the  clofeft  attention  in  obfer- 
ving  the  enemy.  It  is  unneceffary  to 
repeat  what  has  been  faid  already  of  the 
precautions  to  be  taken  when  going  to 
attack  a  poft ;  it  is  fufficient  to  know, 
that  as  the  difordering  one  wheel  renders 
the  whole  machine  ufelefs,  fo  we  ought 
to  examine  with  all  poffible  attention, 
every  mean  that  is  to  be  employed  for 
fucceeding  in  our  fchemes.  However 
brave  the  officers  of  our  army  are,  we 
are  not  to  expect  them  all  equally  ca- 
pable of  embarking  in  fuch  enterprizes, 
for  befide  being  of  impenetrable  fecrecy 
and  great  difcernment  in  the  choice  of! 
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fbldiers,  they  muft  have  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  and  be  able  to  fpeak 
the  language.  Few  officers  poffefs  all 
thefe  requifites. 

As  to  the  manner  of  furprifing  a  poft, 

it  is  impoffible  to  eftablifh  certain  rules 

on  the  fubjecl,  becaufe  among  a  thou- 

fand  means  which  chance  offers,  there 

[are  rarely  two  alike.    The  quicknefs  of 

a  concealed  march  upon  a  diftant  poft 

negligently  guarded ;  a  thick  fog  which 

prevents  being  feen  ;  a  river  where  there 

!  is  a  ford  the  enemy  is  ignorant  of;   an 

j  aqueduct ;  a  fubterranean  paffage ;  a  hoi- 

I  low  road  which  is  not  guarded ;  a  fro- 

:  zen  rivulet ;  a  blocked  up  paffage ;  a  fe- 

!  cret  correfpondence ;  a  fair  or  market 

day,  and  difguifes  of  every  kind,  are  the 

I  different  ftratagems  that  may  be  ufed  as 

occafion  offers,  and  by  which  we  may 

promife  ourfelves  fuccefs,  though  they 

have  been  frequently  employed. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  there  are 
ftratagems  with  which  it  is  impoflible  to 
fucceed  without  a  proper  force  to  fuftain 
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them.    A  town  or  village  for  example, 
where  we  are  introduced  by  afecret  cor- 
refpondence,  cannot  be  carried  without 
being  well  feconded.    The  only  means 
of  managing  the  furprife  of  pofts  well, 
is  to  have  for  a  maxim  to  divide  your 
force  inftantly,  to  feize  the  caftle,  church, 
church-yard,  or  public  fquares.    It  has 
been  faid,  that  troops  fo  divided  can  act 
but  weakly,  and  run  a  rifk  of  being  de- 
feated feparately  ;  but  by  making  as  ma- 
ny detachments  as  the  enemy  has  pofts, 
in  the  difmay  caufed  by  furprife,  it  is 
eafy  to  carry  thefe  pofts,  before  they  who 
defend  them  have  time  to  difpute  them, 
or  even  look  round  them.    The  enemy 
being  like  wife  obliged  to  divide,  and  not 
knowing  what  iide  to  prefer,  there  is  al- 
moft  a  moral  certainty,  that  ftupefied 
with  noife  which  they  hear  all  round, 
they  are  ready  to  let  their  arms  drop 
out  of  their  hands,  befide,  the  horrors 
of  a  dark  night,  and  the  dread  that  can- 
not fail  to  feize  a  party  who  are  fur^ 
prized,  reprefents  objects  much  greater 
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:han  what  they  are,  fo  that  they  ima- 
gine they  have  to  do  with  a  whole  army. 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  the  affair  at  Cre- 
nona  makes  nothing  againft  my  opinion. 
if  inftead  of  flopping  to  make  prifoners, 
i  detachment  had  gone  directly  to  the 
:itadel,  which  mould  be  the  way  in  all 
thefe  kind  of  actions,  it  would  have  been 
impoilible  for  thefe  brave  officers  who 
drove  out  the  Imperialifts,  to  have  made 
fo  glorious  a  defence. 

M.  de  Schower  did  otherwife  when 
he  furprifed  Benevar  in  Spain  in  1708, 
and  did  not  fail.  He  learnt  that  the  Spa- 
niards neglected  the  guard  of  an  old 
caftle  which  was  at  the  entrance  of  the 
place,  and  marching  in  the  night  he  took 
it,  and  detached  feveral  parties  to  attack 
the  town.  Surprifed  with  fuch  a  vilit 
they  fought  for  fafety  in  flight,  and  ran 
to  take  fhelter  in  the  citadel,  but  were 
fcarcely  entered  when  they  were  made 
prifoners.  The  enemy  did  not  think 
of  the  attack  being  begun  where  they 
were  ftrongeft,  but  it  is  the  beft  way. 
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as  it  is  to  be  prefumed  they  have  di\i4 
ded  their  forces  to  be  able  to  defend! 
every  where. 

If  thefe  events  are  forarenow-a-days,i 
it  is  becaufe  they  fink  almofl  always  in- j 
to  oblivion,  and  the  authors  do  not  ob- 
tain any  reward ;  yet  what  does  not  the 
man  deferve,  who  is  determined  on  an 
aclion  of  this  nature  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life. 

M.  Menard,  in  his  hiftory  of  Nifmes^ 
gives  an  account  of  the  furprife  of  that 
town,  which  merits  our  attention.    Ni- 
cholas Calviere  called  Captain  St.  Cofme 
having  refolved  to  make  himfelf  mailer 
of  this  place,  engaged  a  miller  whofe; 
mill  was  fituated  within  the  walls,  at 
the  fide  of  the  gate,  to  file  the  bars  of  a-1 
grate  which  fhut  up  the  entry  of  an  a- 
queduci:,  through  which  the  water  paf- 
fed  into  the  town,  for  feveral  nights,  to 
put  wax  on  the  filed  places  to  conceal 
them  in  the  day,  and  to  receive  a  hun- 
dred armed  men  into  his  mill,  while  a 
more  confiderable  body  of  cavalry  and 
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nfantry  fliould  arrive  from  different 
)laces  to  fuftain  the  enterprize. 

The  day  for  the  execution  of  his  pro- 
eel:  being  fixed  for  the  1 6  th  of  November 
569,  and  proper  orders  given  for  the 
endezvous  of  the  troops,  St.  Cofme 
ame  out  of  the  mill  with  his  party  at 
hree  o'  clock  in  the  morning,  and  ad- 
vancing to  the  guard  at  the  gate  put  them 
o  the  (word,  and  opening  the  gate  let 
n  two  hundred  horfemen  with  each  a 
bot  foldier  behind  him.  Thefe  troops 
laving  entered  the  town,  formed  feve- 
al  detachments  immediately,  and  one 
vent  to  block  up  the  citadel,  while  the 
eft  fcattering  over  the  fquares  of  the 
Dlace,  and  founding  their  trumpets  in- 
lantly  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
own. 

There  are  a  number  of  circumftances 
nentioned  in  this  furprize,  which  con- 
vey a  great  deal  of  ufeful  inflruction, 
Captain  St.  Cofme  knew  how  to  profit 
ry  the  negligence  of  the  governor,  who 
)mitted  to  guard  the  entrance  of  the 
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aqueduct;  to  make  a  proper  choice  of 
cavalry  for  advancing  fo  readily  with 
the  infantry  from  different  quarters ;  the 
juftnefs  of  the  orders  to  give  the  troops- 
which  brought  them  fifteen  leagues 
from  Nifmes  at  the  hour  and  place  ap- 
pointed for  the  rendezvous;  the  pre- 
caution with  which  he  inveited  the  ci- 
tadel, to  prevent  his  having  to  do  with 
the  garrifon  in  the  itreets  ;  his  attention 
in  dividing  his  troops  into  the  different 
quarters  of  the  town  and  making  them 
found  their  trumpets,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants fhould  imagine  they  were  very  nu- 
merous, are  fo  many  circumfiances  which 
contain  the  moil  ufeful  leffons  for  offi- 
cers who  may  be  induced  to  attempt 
fuch  an  enterprize. 

There  are  inftances  of  furprizes  fuc- 
ceeding  from  lingular  addrefs.  Captain 
Brachia  wanting  to  make  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  a  tower  in  the  territory  of  Am- 
berfa,  caufed  one  of  his  foldiers  to  dif- 
guife  himfelf  like  a  woman,  and  gave 
him  a  bafket  in  his  hand  with  a  fickle. 
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This  man  fo  difguifed  ran  as  faft  as  he 
could  to  the  tower,  pretending  to  have 
fled  from  a  party  of  the  enemy :  the 
guard  let  him  enter  and  mount  a  ladder 
to  the  top  of  the  tower  to  mew  the  cen- 
try  where  the  enemy  was ;  but  he  was 
fcarcely  got  up,  when  he  clove  the  cen- 
try's  head  with  the  fickle,  feized  his  arms, 
and  obliged  thofe  who  were  below  to  a- 
bandon  the  poll. 

It  is  in  this  manner  that  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  fucceeding  fometimes  by  force, 
fliould  make  us  attentive  to  profit  by  the 
leaft  omiffion  of  the  enemy ;  and  necef- 
fity  is  found  to  be  the  mother  of  inven- 
tion in  war  as  well  as  elfewhere,  when 
there  is  a  fpirit  not  to  be  difcouraged. 
The  difproportion  of  forces,  fays  Mon- 
fieur  Folard,  is  not  always  in  the  num- 
ber, but  frequently  the  capacity  of  the 
one,  oppofed  to  the  ignorance  or  negli- 
gence of  the  other. 

It  is  only  they  who  have  a  great  love 
of  glory,  and  whofe  valour  is  never  daunt- 
ed by  danger,  who  know  how  to  reduce 
t  N 
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the  enemy  by  ftratagem,  and  ieize  the 
occafions  which  fortune  prefents.  Guf- 
tavus  Vafa  feeing  the  fea  frozen,  made; 
his  foldiers  pafs  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  to  reduce  the  DanHh  navy  to 
afhes  which  was  near  Stockholm,  goingj 
to  encreafe  the  power  of  tyrants^  andi 
defpair  of  the  people.  It  were  endlefs  to 
feek  to  give  the  detail  of  the  many  ftra- 
tagems  that  have  fucceeded ;  but  the  in- 
ftances  that  have  been  given,  with  what 
has  been  faid  leading  to  it,  may  ferve  to 
give  hints  to  detached  officers. 

The  active  corps  of  the  partifan,  with- 
out trailing  to  the  ftratagems  that  others 
have  fucceeded  by,  muft  find  other  re- 
fources  than  thofe  againfl  which  people! 
are  fo  prepared  now-a-days ;  and  as  the] 
furprifing  of  the  enemy  is  the  great  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  partifan  in  carrying  on  thej 
Petite  Guerre,  he  muft  fee  what  can  be 
effected  by  his  hardinefs  and  activity. 

The  expedient  which  appears  to  b< 
the  moil  proper  for  an  officer  who  hai 
four  hundred  infantry  under  his  com 
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mand,  and  is  certain  that  the  garrifon  is 
only  two  hundred,  (for  furprifes  fhould 
be  always  attempted  with  a  double  force) 
is  to  choofe  very  bad  weather ;  the  ftrong 
winds,  for  example,  and  fogs  in  winter, 
or  the  ftorms  and  tempefts  in  fummer, 
when  after  exceftive  heats,  violent  winds 
rife  fuddenly,  and  agitate  the  air. 

When  you  have  meditated  fuch  a 
jfcheme,  then  is  the  time  to  put  a  part  of 
feur  infantry  in  covered  waggons,  which 
fhould  be  kept  ready  for  the  purpofe. 
The  whole  party  to  be  provided  with 
dog-fkin  covers  for  their  gun-locks  and 
j  cartouch-boxes,  to  take  off  readily  when 
I  there  is  occalion  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  in- 
fantry to  be  mounted  behind  part  of  the 
cavalry.  Both  parties  to  affemble  at  fome 
place  a  league  diftant  from  that  which 
you  would  furprife,  and  there  to  flop ; 
when,  if  you  fee  the  bad  weather  diffi- 
pating,  you  muft  retire  till  another  oc- 
calion. If  you  renew  it  ten  times,  you 
need  not  defpair ;  a  ftrong  place  deferves 
this  trouble ;  the  blow  is  too  honourable 
N   2 
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and  too  important  to  lofe  courage,  and 
fuccefs  will  over-pay  every  fatigue. 

But  on  the  contrary,  if  the  ftorm 
forms,  and  the  wind  encreafes,  direct 
your  approaches  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
you  may  always  have  the  wind  on  your 
back,  becaufe  if  you  have  it  in  your  face, 
the  enemy's  centries  can  look  forward 
and  difcover  you  ;  and  like  wife  if  it  is  in 
your  face,  your  horfes  cannot  be  made 
to  advance  without  a  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble. Thefe  precautions  being  taken,  you 
advance  more  quickly  as  the  ftorm  en- 
creafes, the  horfes  and  waggons  going 
with  great  fpeed  before  the  wind.  You 
need  be  in  no  uneafinefs  about  the  ene- 
my's centries  feeing  you,  or  hearing  the 
noife  of  your  march,  becaufe  the  feveri- 
ty  of  the  weather  obliges  them  to  enter 
their  boxes,  and  turn  their  backs  to  the 
wind,  to  fave  their  eyes  from  the  dull 
and  fharpnefs  of  the  air. 

At  300  paces  from  the  place,  the  foot 
and  part  of  the  cavalry  fhould  difmount 
and  fix  their  bayonets,  the  reft  of  the  ca«- 
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valry  to  remain  with  the  waggons  near 
fome  trees  or  houfes,  the  waggons  turn- 
ed for  a  retreat.  Divide  your  infantry 
into  five  detachments,  and  inftantly  run 
at  a  great  rate,  keeping  your  men  as  clofe 
as  poffible,  and  palling  the  barrier  and 
gates,  feize  all  the  centries  and  the  guard 
without  firing  or  making  the  leaft  noife, 
which  may  be  executed  with  an  extreme 
quicknefs,  to  be  acquired  by  practice. 
While  the  firft  detachment  feize  the  gate 
and  all  the  centries  of  its  environs,  the 
reft  muft  run  rapidly  into  the  town. 
One  muft  go  quickly  to  feize  the  main 
:  guard ;  another  to  feize  the  governor  or 
commanding  officer ;  the  fourth,  which 
ftiould  be  the  ftrongeft,  Ihould  fly  to  the 
caferns  or  mens  barracks,  to  feize  their 
arms ;  the  fifth  to  remain  in  the  ftreet 
near  the  gate  for  a  corps  de  referve. 

Every  detachment  muft  be  conducted 
by .  prifoners  made  at  entering,  and  or- 
ders fent  with  all  fpeed,  to  caufe  half 
the  cavalry  to  advance  and  patrole  the 
ftreets,  as  the  infantry  get  forward. 
N   3 
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As  this  kind  of  furprife  can  fucceed 
only  under  favour  of  a  ftorm,  which 
rarely  continues  any  time,  it  is  evident 
that  the  march  and  execution  muft  be 
Conducted  with  inexpreflible  fwiftnefSj 
and  the  orders  be  perfectly  underftood* 
It  is  true  that  rain  is  inconvenient  for 
the  infantry,  whofe  feet  flip  on  clay- 
ground;  but  they  muft  do  their  beft, 
and  frequently  it  is  found  that  the  roads 
which  are  moft  ufed,  are  not  therefore 
the  moft  fiippery. 

If  it  happens  that  you  are  perceived 
in  taking  pofTeflion  of  the  gate,  and  they 
take  the  alarm,  you  muft  quickly  divide 
your  party  into  two  wings,  mounting 
them  on  the  rampart,  the  one  to  the 
right,  the  other  to  the  left,  and  feizing 
the  loaded  cannon,  turn  them  upon  the 
town,  and  at  the  fame  time  fummon  the 
garrifon  to  furrender.  If  you  happen  to 
fail,  and  are  obliged  to  retire,  you  do  not 
rifk  much  while  the  garrifon  are  fewer 
in  number,  as  they  will  not  care  to  mo- 
left  your  retreat. 
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There  may  be  a  reluctance  in  attempt- 
ing fuch  a  furprife ;  it  may  appear  to  be 
hazardous  and  rafh,  and  a  conduct  too 
nice  not  to  defpair  of  fuccefs :  but  Mr. 
Jeney  fays  that  experience  convinces  him 
of  the  validity  of  the  means  propofed, 
and  relates  what  happened  to  him  upon 
two  occafions,  to  prove  that  the  cold  eaft 
winds  or  ftorms  are  the  moll  proper  times 
for  attempting  furprifes. 

Being  at  the  head  of  thirty  huflars, 
fays  he,  and  willing  to  fhun  a  florm  which 
was  gathering  behind  us,  I  pufhed  to  get 
to  a  place  which  was  well  fortified  and 
occupied  by  a  numerous  garrifon :  the 
wind  was  ftrong,  and  I  pafled  the  bar- 
riere  and  all  the  gates  with  my  horfes 
which  made  a  great  noife,  without  any 
centry  either  feeing  or  hearing;  and 
though  I  called  to  the  firft  guard  to  de- 
clare myfelf,  no  one  perceived  me.  I 
crofled  the  whole  town  without  feeing  a 
foul  in  the  ftreet,  and  hurrying  to  an  inn 
in  the  other  fuburbs,  I  went  out  at  the 
gallop,  and  faw  only  the  centry  at  the 
N  4 
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laft  barriere,  to  whom  I  anfwered  with- 
out our  comprehending  one  another ;  ne- 
verthelefs  the  rain  had  not  begun  to  fall, 
but  the  wind  was  violent.  I  experienced 
the  fame  during  the  winter,  when  the 
eaft  wind  was  very  proper  to  facilitate 
the  furprife  of  a  fortified  town  or  poft. 
On  Chiiftmas  night,  1757,1  pafled  thro* 
the  country   of  Hanover  with    eighty 
horfe  between  two  guards  of  the  enemy 
without  being  perceived.    1  marched  o- 
ver  the  middle  of  a  plain  when  the  night 
was   clear,   with   a   violent   eaft   wind, 
which  prevented  any  centry  from  turn- 
ing his  head  to  look  at  me,  and  1  went 
quietly  to  carry  off  horfes  in  the  rear  of 
their  army.     The  following  night  at  my 
return,  I  paffed  two  different  pofts  of 
our  army ;  the  one  guarded  by  a  party 
of  huffars,  the  other  by  a  regiment  of 
dragoons,  without  being  feen  but  by  one 
centry  in  the  middle  of  the  dragoon  poft, 
who  durft  not  challenge,  becaufe  it  was 
no  longer  time,  having  palled  the  firft 
guards. 
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You  may  likewife  take  the  advantage 
of  bad  weather  to  fcale  all  forts  of  polls 
furrounded  with  walls,  as  towns,  abbeys, 
caftles,  &c.  to  do  which,  you  muft  ap- 
proach in  the  dark,  and  feize  the  mo- 
ment of  a  great  fquall,  or  when  a  cold 
eaft  wind  obliges  the  garrifon  to  take 
fhelter  from  the  rigour  of  the  feafon : 
then  there  is  no  one  upon  the  ramparts, 
and  the  centries  turn  their  backs  to  the 
wind,  or  remain  in  their  boxes,  while 
your  people  are  warm  with  marching, 
and  animated  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
You  need  not  be  apprehenfive  of  the  e- 
nemy  feeing  you  if  you  advance  on  the 
fide  next  the  wind  to  place  your  ladders, 
becaufe  the  centries  will  cover  their  faces, 
and  bend  down  their  heads  to  fave  them 
from  cold. 

The  time  of  a  thick  fog  is  not  lefs 
favourable  for  approaching  and  forcing 
an  intrenched  poft.  When  the  fog  is 
low,  the  infantry  mould  creep  on  all  fours, 
the  better  to  conceal  them  from  the  ene- 
my's centries.  Thefe  fort  of  furprifes  are 
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the  leaft  dangerous,  you  run  fcarcely  a- 
ny  riik ;  but  if  you  caufe  fome  falfe  at- 
tacks, the  garrifon  will  not  fail  to  run 
to  arms,  and  fometimes  make  you  pay 
dear  for  failing. 

When  you  would  furprife  the  enemy 
in  a  village,  farm,  monaftery,  or  fome 
place  detached  from  the  army,  you  mould 
divide  your  party  into  two  bodies,  each 
compofed  of  cavalry  and  infantry ;  the 
one  to  take  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  the 
other  in  front,  taking  care  to  caufe  fome 
waggons  to  follow,  which  may  carry  off 
the  wounded  in  cafe  of  need.  You  muft 
calculate  exactly  the  time  it  will  take  the 
firfl  detachment  to  go  round  the  enemy. 
The  two  commanders  fhouid  agree  on  a 
word  for  rallying,  and  the  time  of  mak- 
ing the  attack,  which  fhouid  be  in  the 
night,  efpecially  if  the  poll  is  fo  diftant 
from  the  army  that  they  can  receive  no 
afliftance,  for  in  that  cafe  the  time  is  fa- 
vourable till  day-break.  They  muft  re- 
gulate their  departure  according  to  the 
diftance  they  have  to  go;  and  the  de- 


FOR    OFFICERS.  I95 

tachment  which  goes  round  the  enemy, 
ought  to  take  no  more  infantry  than  can 
be  carried  behind  the  horfemen.  This 
detachment  having  got  round,  mould 
form  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from 
the  poft,  arid  a  hundred  paces  out  of  the 
road. 

When  the  other  detachment  has  ar- 
rived within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the 
poft,  your  cavalry  mould  form  out  of 
the  road  wdth  the  waggons  and  drums 
near  them,  who  are  not  to  advance  till 
ten  minutes  after  the  departure  of  the  in- 
fantry, who  muft  advance  towards  the 
fires  of  the  enemy,  {looping  as  much  as 
poffible.  They  muft  take  care  to  conceal 
themfelves  from  patroles,  as  has  been  di- 
rected, and  when  they  fee  them  paffed 
or  entered  the  poft,  the  infantry  muft 
hurry  on  to  gain  the  village,  and  clear 
the  entry  by  which  the  cavalry  muft  pafs, 
in  cafe  it  has  been  barricadoed  with  wag- 
gons. You  muft  run  rapidly  to  the  place 
where  you  fee  the  fires  lighted,  and 
make  as  many  detachments  as  you  fee 
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fires,  in  order  to  furprife  the  whole  at 
once. 

The  cavalry  who  followed  flowly, 
mull  inftantly  join  to  the  noife  of  your 
arms  and  cries  their  trumpets  and  drums, 
advancing  with  all  fpeed,  and  leaving 
only  a  non-commimoned  officer  with 
fome  horfemen  near  the  waggons.  The 
detachment  which  is  advanced  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  village  to  turn  the  ene- 
my, on  hearing  the  alarm,  mufi  imme- 
diately advance,  founding  trumpets, 
beating  drums,  and  attacking  all  who 
would  fave  themfeives  on  that  fide.  You 
may  rely  on  it  as  certain,  that  the  ene- 
my feeing  all  his  guards  fur  rounded  by 
your  infantry  fcattered  in  the  village, 
and  hearing  the  march  of  different  bo- 
dies of  foot  and  horfe  who  arrive  on  all 
fides,  will  not  delay  to  furrender,  or  feek 
to  fave  himfelf  by  a  diforderly  flight ;  it 
will  be  eafy  then  for  your  cavalry  to  fall 
upon  the  flying  and  flop  them.  The 
party  fhouid  be  forbid  to  purfue  the  e- 
nemy  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league 
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in  the  night ;  but  no  purfuit  at  all  fliould 
be  attempted,  if  it  is  in  an  inclofed 
country. 

The  poll  being  taken,  the  booty  and 
prifoners  mould  be  fent  off  immediately 
under  the  care  of  the  infantry,  putting 
the  wounded  in  waggons,  or  on  the  hor- 
fes  that  are  taken,  the  cavalry  making 
both  the  front  and  rear  guard,  and  tak- 
ing care  to  have  the  laft  the  flrongefl. 
When  the  enemy's  poll  is  ten  leagues  or 
more  diflant  from  yours,  it  is  certain 
that  they  will  have  lefs  diftrufl,  and  be 
more  eafily  furprifed.  In  that  cafe  the 
infantry,  with  a  lieutenant  and  twenty 
horfemen,  ihould  flop  at  half  way,  con- 
cealed in  a  wood  or  farm,  keeping  con- 
flan  t  guard. 

The  commanding  ofEcer  fliould  leave 
this  place  at  the  head  of  the  reft  of  the 
cavalry,  and  if  he  finds  that  he  cannot 
arrive  that  night,  he  mufl  caufe  them  to 
carry  refrefliments.  He  mufl  likewife 
take  an  intelligent  guide  from  thence, 
to  whom  he  mufl  not  communicate  his 
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defign,  till  they  have  gone  fome  way  on 
the  road  towards  the  enemy.  He  muft 
accompany  his  declaration  with  promifes 
and  threats,  alluring  him  that  he  will 
generoufly  reward  his  zeal  and  fidelity ; 
but  will  kill  him,  or  fet  his  village  on  fire, 
if  he  attempts  to  deceive  or  run  away. 

At  fome  little  diftance  from  the  place, 
you  muft  quit  the  road  on  the  right  or 
left,  and  be  conducted  to  another  which 
leads  to  fome  height  the  molt  conveni- 
ent for  palling  a  league  on  one  fide  of 
the  enemy's  poft.  In  bad  winter  weather 
you  need  not  keep  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
becaufe  there  is  lefs  rifk  of  meeting  any 
one  in  the  country. 

"When  you  get  as  far  as  the  poft,  you 
mufl  move  obliquely  to  the  road  which 
leads  from  the  enemy's  army,  and  by 
which  you  muft  advance  to  attack  the 
poft.  If  it  happens,  that  for  want  of 
roads,  the  guide  muft  conduct  you  over 
fields  and  meadows,  it  is  of  little  confe- 
quence  provided  that  the  route  is  con- 
formable to  the  de%n. 
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A  genius  for  war  has  fometimes  pufh- 
cd  boldnefs  fo  far  as  to  furprife  the  wings 
of  an  army,  encamped  in  a  level  coun- 
try, on  a  plain  uncovered  on  all  fides, 
This  fort  of  furprife  is  a  temerity  that  is 
fcarce  to  be  imitated.  The  danger  is 
great,  and  the  retreat  of  fo  fmall  a  corps 
as  that  of  a  partifan,  runs  always  the  riik 
of  a  total  defeat,  unlefs  it  happens  in  the 
middle  of  a  dark  night,  which  can  con- 
ceal your  approach  or  your  flight ;  but 
it  likewife  expofes  you  to  take  fome 
very  dangerous  fteps  in  the  dark;  to 
wander  from  your  route,  and  to  difperfe 
your  people ;  for  which  reafons  I  would 
never  advife  any  one  to  try  fuch  for- 
tune. 

The  cafe  is  very  different  when  the 
enemy's  camp  extends  into  a  mountain- 
ous country,  covered  with  woods  to  fe- 
cure  your  retreat ;  for  then,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  a  good  guide  gained  by  mo- 
ney or  promifes,  you  may  be  conducted 
in  the  night  into  woods,  and  fecure  your 
-approaches  by  gullies  and  by-ways. 
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You  muft  take  great  care  in  coming 
out  of  the  wood  that  you  do  not  come 
upon  fome  poft  in  the  front  of  the  wing 
you  want  to  furprife;  becaufe,  in  that 
cafe,  you  muft  leave  a  detachment  of  in- 
fantry at  the  paflage.  While  your  caval- 
ry advance  to  get  round  their  advanced 
poft,  another  detachment  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  muft  place  themfelves  oppofite 
to  the  flanks  of  the  poft.  You  muft  then 
fall  brifkly  upon  the  wing  of  the  camp 
with  cavalry  alone,  and  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant,  the  detachment  left  on  the  flanks 
muft  attack  the  poft  with  the  infantry 
ftooping  as  they  advance ;  and  in  the  at- 
tack, both  ftiould  fet  up  a  moft  frightful 
cry  to  alarm  the  whole  army. 

As  it  is  certain  that  the  piquet  of  the 
army  will  not  delay  to  run  to  their  aflift- 
ance,  you  muft  inftantly  feize  and  carry 
off  whomfoever  you  meet,  officers,  fbl- 
diers,  or  their  horfes,  and  every  thing 
you  can  take  away,  making  hafte  to  re- 
gain the  paflage.  The  cavalry  fhould  go 
firft  with  the  booty  and  prifoners,  the 
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infantry  making  the  rear  guard  till  they 
are  out  of  the  wood,  and  then  take  the 
front.  You  mull  endeavour  to  make  at 
lead  half  the  retreat  that  night,  and  be 
fure  that  the  enemy  does  not  follow  you 
in  the  night,  left  you  be  taken  in  flank. 

There  is  no  time  more  precious  for  a 
partifan,  or  that  merits  fo  much  atten- 
tion, as  that  of  a  battle,  when  every  one 
is  attentive  to  the  great  firing  which 
they  hear  on  all  fides ;  to  the  manoeu- 
vres of  the  armies  that  are  engaging ;  to 
the  decifion  of  an  affair  of  the  greateft 
importance,  upon  which  the  fate  of  each 
depends.  It  is  then  that  he  can  employ 
his  fkill  to  the  greateft  advantage ;  ftrike 
the  fevereft  blow  that  is  poflible ;  caufe 
the  ruin  of  the  enemy  ;  pillage  the  quar- 
ters of  their  generals  ;  carry  off  their  e- 
quipages ;  defeat  their  guards ;  fet  fire 
to  their  camp ;  and  fpread  an  alarm  over 
all,  which  may  contribute  to  the  defeat 
of  the  army. 

But  meafures  mufl  be  taken  to  exe- 
cute fo  great,  fo  brilliant  a  project,  with 

t  o 
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fuccefs ;  and  it  mould  not  be  engaged  in, 
till  after  having  prudently  regulated  the 
defign  on  three  principal  circumftances ; 
viz.  the  fituation  of  the  enemy's  camp ; 
the  means  of  approaching  it ;  and  the 
hour  of  engaging.  When  the  enemy's 
camp  is  in  the  middle  of  a  great  plain,  or 
on  a  height  with  an  exteniive  view  on 
all  fides,  it  is  certain  that  one  cannot  ap- 
proach without  being  feen  at  a  diftance ; 
and  in  that  cafe,  prudence  will  put  a  ftop 
to  zeal,  and  prevent  rafhnefs  from  at- 
tempting impoflibilities ;  but  when  their 
pofition  extends  over  a  country  covered 
with  mountains,  woods,  or  villages,  the 
occafion  is  more  favourable,  and  may  al- 
xnoft  infure  fuccefs. 

It  is  then  very  advantageous  for  a  par- 
tisan to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
fituation  of  places  that  are  in  front  of 
his  army;  efpecially  when  he  forefees 
that  the  enemy  will  fooner  or  later  come 
to  encamp  there.  What  affiflance  would 
it  not  give  for  the  direction  of  his  pro- 
ject, if  he  knew  how  to  take  a  plan  of 
i 
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that  part  of  the  country  which  he  pro- 
pofes  to  invade  before  hand?  Then, 
without  the  weak  and  dangerous  affift- 
ance  of  fpies  and  deferters,  he  can  by 
his  own  proper  knowledge  think  of  eve- 
ry means  for  executing  a  defign,  which 
ought  to  be  regulated  and  conducted 
with  impenetrable  fecrecy. 

When  he  perceives  by  the  motions  of 
the  armies  that  they  are  on  the  eve  of 
an  action,  he  muft  not  delay  to  acquaint 
the  general  with  his  project.  If  he  con* 
fents,  he  will  regulate  the  reft,  and  the 
time  of  departure,  according  to  the  ad- 
vices which  he  receives. 

As  thefe  fort  of  expeditions  cannot 
be  made  but  by  long  circuits,  they  muft 
take  the  time  neceiTary  for  the  march. 
In  the  campaign  of  1757,  the  Duke  of 
Pvichlieu  caufed  his  army  to  advance 
near  Zell  to  attack  our  army,  and  fent  a 
partifan  with  a  hundred  horfe  to  the 
rear  of  the  camp  the  day  before,  who 
having  made  a  march  of  twenty-two 
leagues,  arrived  without  any  accident  £ 
O  2 


2  04        MILITARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

but  the  prudence  of  the  prince  of  Brunfr 
wick  defeated  his  defign,  and  left  him  to 
admire  his  retreat;  nevertheiefs,  they 
picked  up  fome  ftragglers,  horfes,  and 


wagons. 


Among  the  meafures  that  ought  to  be 
taken  to  fecure  the  blow,  and  ftrike  it 
more  effectually,  it  mould  not  be  forgot 
to  diftribute  cockades  like  the  enemy's 
to  all  the  cavalry*  and  to  give  a  Hick  of 
£x  feet  long  to  twenty  of  each  detach- 
ment, with  a  bit  of  torch  fixed  on  the 
end,  and  covered  with  a  little  dry  flraw 
or  hemp,  to  kindle  inftantly- 

The  whole  party  to  fet  out  from  the 
camp  A,  (Plate  IX.)  marching  under  the 
conduct  of  a  good  guide  by  covered  ways> 
at  a  diftance  from  the  enemy.  Being  come 
to  the  place  C,  which  ought  to  be  in  the 
environs,  and  as  high  as  the  field  of  bat* 
tie,  the  infantry  mould  be  concealed  out 
of  the  road  far  from  the  fight  of  paffen- 
gers.  This  muft  be  the  center  of  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  army  ;  the  rendez- 
vous of  the  booty ;  and  fupport  the  re- 
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treat  of  all  the  cavalry,  of  which  there 
ihould  be  as  many  detachments  formed 
as  you  propofe  to.  make  attacks.  We 
ihall  fuppofe  fix  of  a  hundred  men  each, 
and  they  muft  go  fecretly  by  particular 
routes  to  their  refpeclive  polls  E,  D,  F, 
G,  H,  I.  Neither  trouble  nor  expence 
Ihould  be  fpared  ta procure  good  guides. 
Each  detachment  ihould  lie  in  ambuili 
half  a  league,  if  neceflary,  from  the  ob? 
je&  of  the  attack,  BKKKK. 

The  noife  of  the  mufquetry  of  the  ar- 
mies to  be  the  fignal  for  their  irruption  ; 
and  then  bravery,  intrepidity,  and  cou- 
rage will  give  wings  to  your  people. 
The  fecond  detachment  D  will  glance 
imperceptibly  between  the  villages,  and 
fall  like  thunder  upon  the  camp.  B  ;,  and 
while  eighty  attack  all  whom  they  meet, 
the  other  twenty  ihould  light  their 
torches  at  the  fires  that  are  to  be  found 
every  where,  and  fpread  the  flames  ra- 
pidly to  the  flraw  of  the  tents.  As  they 
cannot  fail  to  have  the  piquet  of  the 
camp  foon  at  their  heels,   they  muft 

O      2 
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ftrike  their  blow  with  all  poffible  quick" 
nefs  without  flopping  to  plunder;  being 
content  with  the  glory  of  having  ex- 
cited a  general  alarm,  capable  of  con- 
founding the  whole  army9  and  contri- 
buting to  the  gaining  of  a  battle. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  detach- 
ment  D  attacks  the  camp  B,  the  others 
E,  F,  G,  H,  muft  with  equal  violence 
attack  the  villages  K,  K,  K,  K,  which 
they  have  in  front,  doing  the  fame  the 
firft  did  in  camp,  except  that  they  may 
plunder  every  thing  which  they  can  eafi- 
ly  carry  off  of  the  generals  equipages, 
with  which  thefe  villages  are  commonly 
filled ;  feizing  the  beft  horfes,  hamftring- 
ing  others  with  the  ftroke  of  a  fword, 
and  fetting  fire  to  all  the  places  which  con- 
tain the  enemy's  baggage.  Each  detach- 
ment mould  caufe  fome  horfemen  to  ad- 
vance beyond  the  village,  to  obferve  the 
motion  of  the  troops  that  will  not  fail 
to  run  to  their  affiftance.  As  foon  as 
they  perceive  them,  they  muft  make 
their  retreat  as  fall  as  poffible  by  the 
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routes  which  the  commanding  officer  has 
premeditated,  and  which  are  propofed  to 
be  reprefented  by  the  coarfer  hatched 
lines.  The  iixth  detachment  H,  in  am- 
bum  on  the  lide  of  the  road  leading  from 
the  camp,  mould  remain  there,  to  feize 
all  the  enemy  who  think  of  favingthem- 
felves  by  flight. 

There  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehend" 
1  ed  in  thefe  expeditions,  during  the  criti- 
cal inftant  while  the  armies  are  engaged, 
and  all  the  troops  a  great  way  in  front 
of  the  camp ;  you  meet  none  but  fut- 
lers,  fervants,  lame  people,  and  fome 
picquet  guards  fcattered  here  and  there 
whom  you  may  eafily  defeat  as  they  ad- 
vance. The  commanding  officer  ought 
to  have  an  eye  over  all,  and  as  foon  as 
he  perceives  fome  bodies  of  troops  ad- 
vancing upon  him,  he  ought  to  retreat 
quickly  and  at  leaft  gain  the  entrance  of 
the  wood. 

I  believe  it  is  eafy  for  every  partifan 
to  regulate  his  operations  conformable 
to  the  firength  of  his  corps,  and  the  en- 

o  4 
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virons  of  the  camp  which  he  propofes  to 
attack,  upon  the  plan  which  has  been 
given.  The  chief  care  mould  be  to  de- 
termine properly  the  ambufcades  of  the 
cavalry,  to  place  them  fo  as  to  rufh  at 
once  on  the  camp  and  the  quarters  of 
the  generals. 

Each  detachment  having  rejoined  the 
infantry  muft  there  wait  the  fate  of  the 
battle,  fo  that  if  it  is  decided  in  favour 
of  their  army,  they  may  fpeedily  regain 
the  properefl  places  for  harraffing  the 
enemy  on  his  retreat,  Thefe  moments 
are  the  more  favourable,  as  diforder, 
dread,  and  noife,  render  all  defence  im- 
practicable. But  all  thefe  fort  of  fur- 
prifes  require  places  proper  to  cover  ap- 
proaches and  retreats. 

Having  mentioned  the  neceflity  of  a 
partifan's  being  mailer  of  the  languages, 
and  the  advantage  derived  from  addrefs 
in  carrying  a  poll  by  furprife,  the  follow- 
ing inftance  may  ferve  as  an  illuftration 
of  it. 

In  the  campaign  of  1760,  that  ex- 
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cellent  general  and  true  genius  of  a  par- 
tisan the  prince  of  Brunfwick,  was  iitu- 
ated  at  fome  diftance  from  Zerenberg, 
at  that  time  in  the  pofTeiTion  of  the  French, 
and  being  informed  by  two  Hanoverian 
officers  who  had  been  in  the  town  dif- 
guifed  like  peafants,  that  the  garrifon 
were  very  remifs  in  their  duty,  trufting 
to  the  vicinity  of  their  army,  and  the 
diftance  of  ours.  The  prince  was  refol- 
ved  to  furprife  them,  and  after  appoint- 
ing a  corps  to  fuftain  him,  he  advanced 
in  the  night  with  Major  Maclean  of  the 
.8  3  th  regiment,  and  two  hundred  High- 
landers, with  bayonets  fixed  and  their 
arms  not  loaded,  following  at  a  little  dif- 
tance. Upon  the  firft  centry's  chal- 
lenging, the  prince  anfwered  in  French, 
and  the  centry  feeing  but  two  perfons 
advancing,  (whom,  he  believed  to  be 
French,)  he  had  no  diftrufl,  fo  that  the 
major  getting  up  to  him,  ftabbed  him, 
and  prevented  his  giving  the  alarm. 
The  Highlanders  immediately  ruined  in 
and  attacked  the  guard  with  their  bayo- 
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nets,  and  carried  the  town,  having  kil- 
led or  taken  the  whole  garrifon  of  eight' 
hundred  men. 

The  French  officer  who  commanded  at 
that  time  in  Zerenberg  concerted  a  fcheme 
for  being  amply  revenged,  which  failed: 
only  by  a  moft  trivial  accident.  When  al- 
moft  every  houfe  in  Bremen  was  filled 
with  corn,  being  the  grand  magazine,and 
grand  hofpital  of  our  army , this  officer  held 
afecretcorrefpondenceinthetown,which 
informed  him  of  the  ftate  of  the  garrifon, 
and  that  there  was  a  general  order  to  let 
couriers  going  to  the  army  pafs  out  at 
all  hours.  He  difpatched  about  twenty 
hufiars  to  fcamper  over  the  country,  who 
were  all  that  were  heard  of  his  party, 
while  he  marched  fifteen  hundred  infan- 
try from  Dufsledorp  to  Bremen,  (about 
two  hundred  miles,)  concealing  them  in 
wroods  by  day,  and  marching  in  the  night. 
He  arrived  at  the  gate  at  the  appointed 
hour,when  a  perfon  on  horfeback  blowing 
ahorn  came  along  the  ftreet ,  and defired  to 
pafs  out  to  the  army.  The  oificer  of  the 
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ruard  had  the  keys,  and  happened  to  be 
out  of  the  way,  and  while  a  mefienger 
went  for  him,  the  people  without  grow- 
ing impatient,  began  to  break  down  the 
3Uter  barriere,  which  made  the  centiy 
fire  at  the  place  where  he  heard  the  noife, 
and  the  guard  taking  the  alarm,  got  up- 
on the  rampart  and  likewife  fired  at  the 
fame  place,  upon  which  the  pretended 
courier  galloped  back,  and  the  French 
believing  that  they  were  difcovered,  re- 
linquifhed  their  fcheme  and  retired. 

This  example  proves  that  no  diftance 
is  a  fecurity  from  furprifes,  and  that  very 
confiderable  parties  may  pafs  over  a  great 
extent  of  country  without  being  difco- 
vered. I  cannot  omit  giving  an  inftance 
of  that  prefence  of  mind  fo  much  the 
happinefs  of  all  who  poflefs  it,  and  more 
particularly  of  a  military  man  fo  expo- 
fed  to  furprifes. 

In  the  month  of  February  1 7  6 1 ,  when 
Prince  Ferdinand  beat  up  the  quarters 
of  the  French,  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire a  great  way  without  being  able  to  re- 
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iift,  however,  when  they  came  to  col- 
lect their  force,  and  to  recoil  upon  oui 
army,  Sir  William  Erfkine  with  the  i  5th 
regiment  of  light  dragoons  was  in  a  vil- 
lage in  our  front.  In  a  very  foggy  morn- 
ing, foon  after  the  patroles  reported  that 
all  was  well,  Sir  William  was  alarmed 
by  his  vedettes  having  feen  a  large  bo- 
dy of  cavalry  coming  to  furprife  him; 
He  inflantly  mounted  his  horfe,  and  fal- 
lied  out  at  the  head  of  the  picquet  of* 
fifty  men,  leaving  orders  for  the  regi* 
ment  to  follow  as  fail  as  they  could 
mount,  without  beating  a  drum  or  ma- 
king any  noife.  He  attacked  their  adn 
vanced  guard  in  the  curfory  manner  of 
the  light  cavalry,  and  continued  to  do; 
fo,  while  his  men*  were  joining  him  by 
tens  and  twenties,  and  the  French  ca- 
valry forming  to  refill  an  attack,  till  he 
collected  the  whole,  and  then  retired, 
the  furgeon  of  the  regiment  (Mr.  Elliot) 
having  in  the  mean  time  carried  off  the 
baggage. 

Strokes  of  this  kind  difplay  a  fuperi- 
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)rity  of  genius,  and  to  that  alone  was 
:he  prefervation  of  the  regiment  owing, 
clad  a  drum  beat  to  arms,  the  enemy 
tnuft  have  known  that  they  were  unpre- 
pared, and  probably  would  have  rufhed 
in  and  deftroyed  them;  but  the  at- 
tack convinced  them  that  they  were 
discovered,  and  made  them  think  only 
of  their  own  prefervation. 

Among  many  initances  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  the  fuccefs  of  this  officer  on 
another  occafion  where  he  difplayed  the 
moll:  lingular  addrefs,  likewife  merits  our 
attention.  After  a  repulfe,  and  a  march 
of  feventy-two  miles  in  one  day,  when 
the  men  were  fatigued  and  fcarcely  a 
horfe  able  to  trot,  he  faw  a  regiment  of 
French  infantry  drawn  up  with  amorafs 
in  their  rear.  He  left  his  own  corps,  and 
advancing  to  the  French  deiired  to  fpeak 
with  the  commanding  officer,  whom  he 
entreated  to  furrender  to  prevent  their 
being  cut  to  pieces  by  a  large  body  of 
cavalry  that  were  advancing.  The  French 
officer  deiired  leave  to  confult  with  his 
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officers,  which  having  done,  they  refufed 
to  fubmit,  but  upon  Sir  William  telling 
them  that  their  blood  muft  be  on  their 
own  heads,  and  turning  to  move  off  to 
his  own  corps,  they  called  to  him,  and 
laying  down  their  arms  furrendered  to 
his  haraffed  troops. 

Such  flratagems  overleap  the  bounds 
of  infraction,  and  no  author  will  prefume 
to  propofe  them  for  imitation.  Here 
was  the  reaching  out  the  hand  to  fortune 
which  Vegetius  recommends,  but  there 
are  few  who  have  the  requifite  talents 
from  nature,  and  we  may  as  properly 
fay  of  the  foldier  as  the  poet  nafcitur  non 
fit. 

To  furprife  and  carry  off  fome  gene- 
ral officer,  or  other  conliderable  perfon 
in  fome  diftant  place  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  army,  you  mould  take  only  a 
detachment  of  twelve  horfemen,  known 
to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  who  you  can  de*- 
pend  upon  will  not  defert  to  betray  you, 
Each  horfeman  mould  have  a  double  fur- 
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;out  with  the  two  fides  like  two  different 
regiments  of  the  enemy,  fo  that  being 
3erceived  under  one  colour,  they  may 
quickly  turn  them,  and  appear  again  un- 
der another.  This  difguife  will  hinder 
;he  country  people  from  making  a  juft 
report,  and  agreeing  in  the  rout  the  par- 
ty have  taken.  They  muft  take  great 
:are  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  all  roads, 
and  not  to  flop  but  under  cover.  The 
quarter-mafter  mull  take  care  to  procure 
refrefhments  from  fome  place  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  they  muft  pay 
ready  money,  and  not  fail  to  do  fo  till 
the  blow  is  flruck. 

1  mail  only  add  one  word  more  on  the 
fubject.  of  furprifes  and  ftratagems  for  the 
feizing  of  pofts,  upon  which  volumes 
may  be  wrote,  which  is,  that  after  hav- 
ing formed  the  delign  and  examined  it 
in  all  its  branches,  it  is  not  neceffary  to 
ftop  in  the  middle  of  the  execution  on 
difcovering  an  unforefeen  obflacle. 

After  the  battle  of  Cannae,  Hannibal 
advanced  to  the  gates  of  Rome  with  a 
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defign  to  befiege  it ;  but  he  was  prevent- 
ed by  a  great  noife  which  he  heard  irt 
the  night  like  people  laughing  very  loud : 
the  Romans  aflonrfhed  next  day  at  his 
retreat,  built  a  temple  which  they  dedi- 
cated 'Deo  ridiatlo* 

1  mall  not  pufh  my  reflections  on  the 
taking  polls  by  ftratagems  any  farther, 
becaufe  it  is  eafy  to  fee  by  the  examples 
that  have  been  met  with,  that  they  are 
not  fo  difficult  as  is  generally  imagined, 
Timorous  people  who  are  flopped  by  the 
fmallefl  difficulties  may  look  upon  them 
as  impoffible,  and  imagine  there  is  fome- 
thing  fupernatural  in  thofe  whofucceed;; 
but  it  is  not  for  them,  it  is  for  the  men 
of  genius,  courage,  and  application  to 
judge  of  the  methods  propofed. 
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C  H  A  P.     XIV. 

Of  ^d?nbuf cades, 

A  N  ambufcade  may  be  formed  in  any 
K  -**  place  covered  by  art  or  nature  in 
which  a  party  may  be  concealed  to  fur- 
prife  the  enemy  in  palling,  and  the  pro- 
per ufe  of  them  is,  of  all  the  ftratagems 
in  war,  the  beft  calculated  to  difplay  the 
genius,  fkill,  fpirit,  and  addrefs  of  a  par- 
tifan.  They  are  eafily  carried  into  exe- 
cution in  woods,  buildings,  and  hollow 
places  ;  but  require  a  more  fertile  imagi- 
nation, and  greater  trouble  in  a  level 
country.  Both  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  march, 
and  the  extraordinary  means  that  may 
be  employed  to  furprife  them. 

When  a  partifan  has  information  that 
can  be  depended  on  of  the  march  of  fome 
part  of  the  enemy ;  whether  a  convoy  of 
artillery,  baggage,  or  provifions ;  a  body 
of  recruits,  or  horfes  to  remount  the  ca- 
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valry ;  an  efcort  of  a  general  officer  go- 
ing to  rejoin,  or  reconnoitre  fome  coun- 
try :  he  ought  to  apply  directly  to  pro- 
cure a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  route 
that  the  enemy  is  to  take,  the  fituation 
of  the  places  he  is  to  pafs,  and  of  the  poll 
he  goes  to.  The  better  to  cover  his  de- 
sign, he  muft  get  information  of  the 
roads  that  lead  to  oppofite  places,  which 
he  muft  pretend  to  be  attentive  about, 
as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  chapter  of 
reconnoitring. 

Having  perfectly  concerted  his  plan? 
he  fhould  fet  out  at  the  head  of  his  de- 
tachment if  poffible,  and  leaving  his  poll 
on  the  fide  oppofite  to  his  true  route,  the 
better  to  conceal  his  defign.  If  the  place 
■where  he  intends  to  plant  his  ambufcade 
is  not  diftant,  he  mould  come  into  his 
true  route  about  half  way,  and  there 
place  half  his  infantry  in  ambufh  to  fa-| 
vour  his  retreat.  But  when  the  country! 
where  he  propofes  going  is  diftant,  and| 
the  march  requires  at  leaft  two  nights, j 
he  muft  conduct  his  party  by  meandring! 
i 


FOR    OFFICERS.  2  I£ 

from  wood  to  wood,  if  there  are  any. 
He  muft  not  forget  to  provide  neceffary 
refreshments  for  the  day,  which  mult  be 
palled  in  fome  concealed  place  where  he 
may  not  be  perceived,  and  muft  caufe 
three  rations  of  oats  to  be  carried  for 
each  horfe. 

The  firfl  night  you  muft  make  to 
fome  wood  or  other  place  proper  for  paf- 
fing  the  day  near  fome  rivulet,  and,  if 
poihble,  on  the  road  of  your  retreat  to 
leave  a  part  of  your  infantry  in  ambufh? 
in  cafe  there  is  no  other  water  to  pafs 
till  you  come  to  the  place  of  your  prin- 
cipal ambufcade ;  for  when  there  is  ftill 
a  river  or  canal  to  pafs,  you  muft  con- 
duel  the  infantry  to  the  pafTage,  and 
choofe  the  moft  convenient  place  to  fix 
them  in  ambufcade. 

If  there  is  no  bridge  or  ford,  the  ca- 
valry muft  fwim  over,  in  which  we  fuppofe 
the  horfes  arepractifed.  When  there  is  a 
ford,  half  the  infantry  mould  pafs  be- 
hind the  cavalry,  to  go  along  with  them* 
In  cafe  there  is  a  bridge  to  pafs  near  the 
P   % 
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village,  the  officer  who  is  left  in  this  poll 
with  fome  infantry,  mould  be  enjoined 
to  allow  no  one  peafant  or  foldier  to  leave 
the  place,  and  for  greater  fecurity,  a  fmall 
detachment  of  cavalry  ihould  remain 
with  him,  to  flop  any  who  may  attempt 
to  run  away  before  the  return  of  the 
whole  corps,  who  ought  not  to  delay 
long.  If  the  enemy  come  in  the  interval 
to  attack  the  bridge,  it  mull  be  defend- 
ed till  the  return  of  the  party*  that  their 
retreat  may  not  be  cut  off. 

The  following  cafe  will  prove  its  im- 
portance. The  Count  Efterhafy  being  de- 
tached with  three  hundred  cavalry  to  le- 
vy contributions  in  the  environs  of  Stras- 
bourg, left  a  lieutenant  with  thirty  men 
to  guard  the  bridge  at  Wolflheim ;  the 
lieutenant  from  fome  motive  or  other 
quitted  his  poll,  when  happily  for  the 
detachment,  chance  brought  Mr.  Jeney 
there  with  ten  chafTeurs,  and  he  was 
fcarcely  arrived,  when  he  faw  three  large 
parties  of  French  huflars  advancing  to 
take  pofieffion  of  the  paflage.    He  had 
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only  time  to  throw  himfelf  with  his 
fmall  party  in  a  hurry  into  a  mill  that 
feemed  to  command  the  bridge,  and  hav- 
ing made  loop-holes  through  the  wall, 
he  kept  fuch  a  conftant  and  deadly  fire, 
that  he  difputed  the  pafiage  till  Count 
Efterhafy's  detachment  hearing  the  noife 
of  the  mufketry,  came  almofl  a  league, 
furprifed  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  and  in 
five  minutes  took  eighty  horfes,  and  fe- 
veral  prifoners. 

Every  precaution  being  taken  to  guard 
the  bridge,  the  commanding  officer  fhould 
be  diligent  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  am- 
bufcade  two  hours  before  the  enemy  is 
to  pafs,  and  place  the  ambufcade  on  the 
fide  he  would  retire  to ;  never  on  the 
other  fide,  if  poflible,  left  the  advanced 
guard  happen  todifcover  you,  and  oblige 
you  to  repafs  in  fight  of  the  corps,  who 
feeing  your  ftrength,  may  rufh  upon 
you,  and  drive  you  back. 

The  infantry  A  [Plate  X.]  ought  to 
be  ambufhed  at  leaft  fix  hundred  paces 
behind  the  cavalry  B,  fo  that  if  they  are 
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purfued,  they  can  fall  back  to  A,  and 
both  afterwards  to  the  guard  at  the 
bridge,  or  to  the  infantry  that  are  in  am- 
bufh  at  half  way. 

If  the  ambufcade  is  placed  in  a  wood, 
an  intelligent  non-commiffioned  officer 
fliould  be  chofen  to  get  upon  a  high 
tree  C,  from  whence  he  can  fee  the  march 
of  the  enemy,  and  give  notice  of  the  moft 
effential  circumftances :  there  are  three ; 
the  firft  is,  the  feeing  the  advanced  guard ; 
the  fecond  is,  the  approach  of  the  corps  ; 
and  the  third  is,  the  time  when  their 
front  is  advanced  as  far  as  the  ambufcade 
B ;  for  which  the  commanding  officer 
mould  inftrucl:  the  obferver  what  iignals 
he  is  to  make  from  the  top  of  the  tree, 
to  communicate  the  necefTary  informa- 
tion without  fpeaking,  which  may  be 
done  by  the  means  of  a  fmall  cord  D,  of 
a  brown  or  green  colour,  fo  as  to  be  ieaft 
perceivable.  Let  this  cord  be  placed  as 
in  the  plan,  fo  that  no  branch  interrupt 
it,  with  one  end  in  the  hand  of  the  ob- 
ferver, and  the  other  in  the  commanding 
officer's  in  the  ambufcade  B. 
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As  foon  as  the  advanced  guard  ap- 
pears, the  obferver  mull  pull  the  cord, 
and  the  commanding  officer  caufe  the 
party  to  mount,  and  remain  in  deep  fi- 
lence.  If  by  a  ftratagem  which  is  fre- 
quently practifed  for  particular  reafons, 
the  advanced  guard  is  immediately  foU 
lowed  by  the  corps,  which  may  eafily  be 
known  by  their  being  more  numerous 
than  ordinary,  and  not  followed  by  any 
other  corps,  that  you  may  not  be  de- 
ceived by  the  enemy,  the  cord  mould 
be  drawn  a  fecond  time,  and  a  third  time 
when  their  front  is  advanced  as  high  as 
the  ambufcade,  upon  which  you  muft 
rufh  out,  and  pour  furioufly  upon  the 
flank  of  their  center  in  the  following 
manner. 

If  the  advanced  guard  E  is  formed 
only  of  an  ordinary  number,  they  mould 
be  let  pafs,  and  at  the  approach  of  the 
principal  party  or  convoy  F,  the  chief 
to  be  informed  by  the  fecond  pulling  of 
the  cord.  At  the  moment  the  head  of 
the  convoy  mail  be  advanced  as  high  as 
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B,  the  cord  muft  be  pulled  the  third  and 
laft  time,  at  which  lignal  the  whole  par- 
ty muft  rufh  out  without  being  per- 
ceived, and  fuddenly  attack  the  center 
upon  the  flank,  engaging  only  with  their 
fwords,  and  making  fuch  a  noife  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  hearing  the  or- 
ders of  their  officers.  They  muft  difarm 
all  whom  their  braveiy  or  chance  throws 
in  their  way,  taking  care  not  to  fcatter 
or  purfue  too  far,  unlefs  you  are  fure 
that  they  are  fo  far  from  their  army  or 
other  parties  that  they  cannot  be  affifted ; 
for  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  they  will  not 
fail  to  run  at  the  noife,  and  difturb  your 
retreat. 

In  all  fecret  expeditions  you  ought  to 
be  extremely  circumfpect  that  you  may 
not  be  feen  or  betrayed.  If  the  advanced 
guard  difcovers  you  before  the  blow  is 
ftruck,  abandon  the  enterprife  immedi- 
ately, and  retire.  When  your  guide,  or 
fome  one  of  your  party  deferts,  and  you 
cannot  catch  them,  think  immediately 
of  retreating,  or  placing  your  ambufcade 
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fomewhere  ehe;  therefore,  to  prevent 
fuch  a  misfortune,  the  officers  mould  be 
charged  to  examine  frequently  if  they 
have  all  their  people. 

You  mould  never  form  an  ambufcade 
for  cutting  off  the  enemy's  retreat,  as 
this  manoeuvre  will  give  them  an  idea 
of  rallying,  and  attacking  you  indefpair; 
but  the  cafe  is  different  when  you  are 
well  informed  that  you  run  no  rifk  in 
flopping  their  whole  force,  either  from 
the  nature  of  the  defile  where  they  can- 
not form,  or  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
number  which  cannot  refill. 

It  is  equally  difficult  and  dangerous 
to  form  feveral  ambufcades  at  once ;  the 
more  are  formed,  the  more  they  are  ex- 
pofed  to  be  difcovered,  and  lefs  in  a  ftate 
to  unite  for  a  retreat;  but  we  except 
when  they  are  to  be  employed  to  feize 
foragers,  for  then  it  is  very  proper  to 
form  feveral,  and  to  difpofe  them  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  centries  can  fee  from 
one  to  another.  Thefe  difpoiitions  be- 
ing made,  they  who  chance  to  be  next 
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the  foragers  rauft  ftrike  the  blow,  while 
the  other  march  to  fecure  the  retreat  of 
their  companions,  as  foon  as  they  per- 
ceive it. 

In  all  ambufcades,  no  cen tries  mould 
be  placed  but  officers,  or  non-commif- 
fioned  officers.  On  downs,  behind  moun- 
tains, or  in  gullies,  the  centries  fhould 
lie  with  their  bellies  on  the  ground,  and 
their  feet  towards  the  ambufcade,  the 
body  covered  with  a  grey  or  green  cloak, 
according  to  the  colour  of  the  ground, 
with  their  heads  a  little  raifed,  and  wrap- 
ped in  a  handkerchief  of  a  ftraw-green 
colour,  or  white  in  time  of  fnow,  fo  as 
not  to  be  perceived.  The  number  of  cen- 
tries cannot  be  determined,  but  fliould 
be  difpofed  fo  as  to  watch  on  all  fides  of 
the  ambufcade,  and  flop  every  one  who 
from  ignorance  approaches  too  near. 
The  centries  mould  give  notice  of  what 
they  difcover  by  geftures,  to  which  all 
the  officers  fliould  be  very  attentive. 

In  countries  where  there  are  no  woods, 
vineyards,  or  hedges,  you  may  place  an 
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ambufcade  in  a  field  of  hemp  or  corn, 
or  fome  fort  of  grain,  provided  it  be  high 
enough  to  cover  you,  at  leaft  with  the 
help  of  art.  When  the  ftalk  of  the  corn, 
&c.  is  not  high  enough,  you  muft  get 
fome  of  the  infantry  to  work  with  fpades 
and  pick-axes,  which  they  muft  have 
brought  along  with  them. 

The  commanding  officer  muft  mark 
out  the  ground  A  [Plate  XL]  which  they 
are  to  prepare  for  an  ambufcade,  entering 
at  the  fide  B,  and  railing  in  the  front,  and 
at  the  two  flanks,  a  kind  of  parapet  C, 
made  with  an  infenftble  Hope  outwards, 
covered  with  corn  raifed  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ambufcade  in  form  of  fquare 
turfs  of  a  foot  thick  D.  They  mould  be 
ranged  and  placed  one  againft  the  other 
till  they  have  gained  fix  feet  and  a  half. 
If  the  grain  is  not  more  than  three  feet 
high,  it  is  plain,  that  forming  the  ilope 
imperceptibly  to  a  foot  and  a  half  high, 
with  the  earth  dug  of  the  fame  depth, 
the  grain  which  borders  the  ambufcade 
will  be  fix  foot  and  a  half  from  the  bot- 
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torn,  reckoning  the  thicknefs  of  the  turf, 
which  ferves  to  mew  that  fuch  a  work 
ought  not  to  be  declined  in  arable  ground 
fo  eaiily  worked.  When  the  foldiers  have 
finifhed  the  work,  a  fubaltern  officer  mull 
lead  them  back  to  the  place  deftined  for 
the  infantry. 

The  ambufcade  being  thus  made  at  a 
hundred  paces  from  the  road  where  the 
enemy  are  to  pafs,  they  mould  lead  the 
horfes  into  it  one  after  another  by  the 
bridle,  fo  as  not  to  enlarge  the  entry : 
the  horfemen  to  range  themfelves  {land- 
ing, and  holding  the  bridles  in  their 
hands,  with  the  reins  flackened  on  the 
horfes  necks.  The  officers  mould  be  con- 
tinually employed  in  vifiting  the  party, 
and  waking  thofe  who  fleep,  and  be  e- 
qually  careful  to  deface  all  traces  of  the 
entry,  that  none  may  appear  near  the 
ambufcade. 

Ambufcades  may  be  placed  advan- 
tageoully  in  hollow  roads  when  they  o- 
pen  obliquely  behind  that  of  the  enemy, 
as  the  road  K,  [Plate  X.]  which  enters 
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by  an  acute  angle  upon  the  route  F  of 
the  enemy  ;  nor  is  there  greater  difficul- 
ty in  concealing  themfelves  in  the  gul- 
lies of  fome  rivulet  G,  [Plate  X.]  when 
the  borders  are  of  a  fufficient  height,  or 
have  fhrubs  that  run  parallel  with  the 
road  of  the  enemy.  It  is  extremely  dan- 
gerous to  fix  there  when  the  road  of  the 
enemy  approaches  towards,  or  crofles 
too  near  the  ambufcade,  as  they  cannot 
fail  to  difcover  it. 

As  thefe  gullies  are  not  very  large,  it 
is  neceffary  to  have  a  number  of  ways 
to  rufh  out  quickly  on  the  enemy :  I 
fuppofe  four,  H,H,H,H,  by  which  the 
cavalry  can  dart  out  fuddenly  upon  the 
enemy  at  F. 

It  will  be  proper  before  placing  the 
party,  to  caufe  the  rivulet  to  be  cut 
fomewhat  higher,  to  give  it  a  new  courfe 
I,  fo  that  the  horfes  feet  may  be  dry  in 
the  gullies,  and  make  lefs  noife,  and  the 
fhorter  way  they  have  to  go,  they  will 
more  certainly  fucceed.  The  command- 
ing officer  will  not  fail  to  difpofe  them  in 
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fuch  manner,  that  the  whole  can  rufli 
out  at  once  by  the  four  pafiages,  and 
pour  in  great  numbers  upon  the  flank 
of  the  enemy. 

In  fuch  fort  of  ambufcades,  the  com- 
manding officer  mould  himfelf  be  the 
centry,  leaning  upon  the  edge,  and  co- 
vering himfelf  fo  that  he  may  fee  every 
thing  without  being  perceived. 

In  deferted  villages  they  may  fix  an 
ambufcade  in  the  gardens  G,  [Plate  XI.J 
or  in  the  barns  H.  The  doors  fronting 
the  enemy  mufl  be  fhut  up,  and  the  paf- 
fages  which  are  marked  by  fmall  dots 
made  ufe  of;  for  it  is  a  general  rule  in  all 
ambufcades,  to  fally  forth  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  to  take  the  enemy  obliquely  be- 
hind their  front. 

You  ought  never  to  employ  infantry 
in  the  ambufcades  I  have  been  defcrib- 
ing,  where  the  cavalry  act,  unlefs  to  fa- 
vour their  retreat :  but  when  vou  ffo  at 

*  o 

hazard,  feeking  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
an  ambufcade,  then  the  infantry  mould 
have  their  turn.  Neither  woods,  villages, 
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nor  any  places  which  are  much  covered, 
are  proper  for  them ;  however  unfkilled 
an  enemy  may  be,  he  will  not  follow  a 
party  on  the  fkirts  of  a  foreft,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  fome  covered  place, 
for  which  reafon  there  are  no  places  fit- 
ter for  fucceeding  with  ambufcades  of 
infantry,  than  heaths,  hilly  countries, 
hollow  roads,  corn  fields,  ditches  at  the 
fide  of  great  caufeys ;  provided  always 
that  you  do  not  plant  them  on  roads 
that  lead  to  your  army,  for  then  the  e- 
nemy  will  take  care  how  he  purfues  you 
too  far. 

When  you  would  place  an  ambufcade 
on  a  heath,  or  in  a  country  full  of  little 
hills,  your  infantry  mult  lie  down  with 
their  bellies  on  the  ground.  If  there  is 
fome  water  near  them,  it  may  fuggeft  to 
them  to  wet  their  cloaths  and  cover  them 
with  duft,  to  give  them  the  colour  of 
the  ground ;  but  that  this  party  fo  laid 
on  the  ground,  may  not  be  crulhed  or 
trod  upon  by  the  enemy's  horfe  when 
hurried  along  with  violence,  they  muft 
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preferve  the  flank  of  the  ambufcadc  I, 
next  the  enemy,  with  a  bar  K,  which 
may  be  made  in  a  hurry  with  fome  flakes 
drove  in  the  ground,  at  ten  foot  from 
one  another,  and  about  five  or  fix  foot 
high,  held  together  by  crofs  pieces  tied 
about  five  foot  from  the  ground,  which 
can  be  eafily  done  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  wood.  The  time  for  the  infantry  to 
fire,  is  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  L,  paf- 
fing  before  the  front,  ftretch  their  flank 
the  whole  length  of  the  ambufcade,  then 
your  cavalry  M,  mull  quickly  face  about 
and  attack  the  enemy.  Their  defeat  will 
be  fo  much  the  more  certain,  as  the  fire 
of  your  infantry  happens  to  have  driven 
their  fquadrons  into  confufion. 

To  ambufh  in  the  ditch  of  a  great 
caufey,  you  muft  choofe  the  deepeft  place, 
and  at  the  edge  of  a  corn  field  which  is 
pretty  high,  and  there  place  your  people 
fitting  or  kneeling.  You  fhould  collect 
as  many  fmall  round  bufhes  as  pofiible, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  plenty  in  the 
country,  which  fhould  be  planted  as  if 
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naturally,  along  the  fide  of  the  road  in 
front  of  your  party,  and  beyond  the  am- 
bufcade  on  the  fide  you  expect  the  ene- 
my, and  here  and  there  fo  open,  that  the 
enemy  being  accuflomed  to  them  may 
pafs  without  diftrufc*  You  mould  then 
make  the  corn  lean  over  to  cover  the 
ambufcade ;  but  if  there  is  none  near  e- 
nough  the  ditch,  you  mull;  have  as  ma- 
ny fquares  cut  in  the  manner  directed 
above,  as  will  cover  the  edge  of  the 
ditch.  Some  of  the  corn  fo  tranfpianted 
mould  be  beat  down,  but  to  appear  as  if 
done  by  hail  or  wind. 

Mr.  jeney  ambufhed  in  this  manner 
with  fifty  men,  when  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Captain  Palafti,  who  advanced 
with  his  cavalry  upon  the  caufey  leading 
to  Strafbourg,  and  as  foon  as  he  v/as  per- 
ceived, 400  Bavarian  dragoons  advanced 
to  attack  him :  he  wheeled  about,  and 
the  dragoons  believing  themfelves  maf~ 
ters  of  the  booty,  did  not  fail  to  purfue5 
and  arrived  before  the  ambufcade  with- 
out fufpecring.  Mr.  Jenev  let  their  front 

t       q. 
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pafs,  and  fired  fuch  a  deadly  fire  upon 
their  center,  that  he  brought  to  the 
ground  feventeen  killed  or  wounded ; 
at  the  fame  time,  the  cavalry  who  pre- 
tended to  fly,  faced  about  and  attacked 
the  enemy,  and  would  have  eompleated 
their  defeat,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
great  fupport  of  cavalry  and  infantry 
hurrying  out  of  Strafbourg  to  fuftain 
the  dragoons  ;  neverthelefs  he  carried  off 
more  than  fifty  horfes. 

An  officer  having  placed  his  infantry 
in  ambufcade,  ought  to  fend  on  the  ca- 
valry at  day-break,  a  non-commiffioned 
officer  with  fix  of  the  belt  mounted  horfe- 
men,  making  the  advanced  guard :  they 
ihould  advance  as  far  before  the  party 
as  the  commanding  officer  can  fee.  At 
fight  of  the  enemy,  they  fhould  begin  to 
retire  flowly  without  flying,  at  lean;  till 
the  enemy  comes  to  purfue  with  keen- 
nefs :  in  that  cafe,  the  advanced  guard 
makes  the  rear  guard,  and  may  drop  a 
few  fhot  at  the  enemy,  to  harrafs  them 
and  draw  them  on,  or  make  pretended 
i 


FOR    OFFICERS.  235 

delays  to  excite  them  to  purfue,  till  they 
fall  by  degrees  into  the  ambufcade. 

When  you  cannot  place  your  infan- 
try in  ambufh  without  having  a  village 
between  them  and  the  enemy,  the  ca- 
valry mould  not  be  fent  beyond  the  vil- 
lage, becaufe  the  enemy  will  never  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  crofs  it  in  following 
your  party,  for  fear  of  falling  into  fome 
fnare ;  but  inftead  of  going  beyond  it, 
your  cavalry  mould  enter  the  village,  and 
demand  refr eminent  for  fifty  men,  if  the 
party  are  a  hundred ;  then  make  three  or 
four  peafants  carry  orders  to  the  magi- 
ftrates  of  the  villages  that  are  towards 
the  enemy,  to  come  to  you,  and  regu- 
late the  delivery  of  waggons  and  forage, 
or  fome  other  pretence.    The  peafants 
will  not  fail  to  acquaint  the  enemy,  and 
to  defcribe  your  ftrength  and  Situation 
according  to  what  they  have  heard,  and 
the  enemy  will  certainly  come  with  fu- 
perior  force,  and  that  they  may  come 
more  fpeedily,  they  will  bring  no  infan- 
try. 

O   2 
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As  foon  as  the  peafants  are  gone,  you 
ratift  be  careful  to  let  none  of  the  inha- 
bitants leave  the  place,  and  fend  conti- 
nually fome  ftrong  patroles  to  the  rear 
on  the  road  of  your  retreat,  and  efpe- 
cially  to  the  paffages  by  which  they  can 
cut  off  your  communication  with  the 
ambufcade.  Every  horfeman  holding  his- 
horfe  by  the  bridle  mull  be  ready  to 
mount,  fo  that  upon  the  enemy's  ap- 
pearing, you  may  retire,  quickly  from 
the  village,  and  fall  back  one  after  ano- 
ther upon  your  ambufcade. 
.  When  a  partifan  has  no  infantry,  he 
may  form  an  ambufcade  with  cavalry, 
which  mould  be  as  near  as  poffible  to 
the  enemy.  In  the  night,  he  mould  fend 
out  two  or  three  waggons  covered  with 
white  linen,  that  they  may  be  feen  at  a 
diftance:  care  mull  be  taken  that  the 
harnefs  be  in  good  order,  fo  that  no 
troublefome  accident  happen  by  the 
want  of  attention  to  it.  Each  carriage 
to  have  four  horfes,  mounted  by  two 
dragoons  difguifed  like  waggoners,  with 
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their  arms  in  the  hands  of  two  or  four 
comerades  concealed  in  each  waggon,  fo 
that  they  may  repulfe  any  patrole  they 
chance  to  fall  in  with. 

The  waggons  mould  go  flowly  on 
fome  road  parallel  to  the  front  of  the  e- 
nemy,  and  pafling  at  fome  diftance  from 
their  poll,  (for  it  is  not  neceffary  that 
they  pafs  through  them)  and  regulate 
their  march  fo,  that  they  may  be  within 
half  a  league  of  the  ambufcade  at  day- 
break, and  readily  perceived  by  the  ene- 
my, then  let  them  flop  while  one  mounts 
a  tree,  or  fome  height  to  fee  round  them. 
When  they  perceive  the  patrole  of  the 
enemy,  they  mull  move  off,  for  the  o- 
thers  will  not  fail  to  follow ;  but  if  the 
enemy  appears  not  to  be  inclined  to  fol- 
low, which  the  non-commiilioned  officer 
muft  attend  to,  and  make  one  of  the 
drivers  flop,  as  if  fomething  were  the 
matter  with   his    waggon,   which   will 
draw  them  on  till  they  fall  into  the  am- 
bufcade. 

Among   the  thoufand   opportunities 


£g8        MILITARY   INSTRUCTIONS 

that  the  different  marches  of  the  enemy 
offer  for  ambufcades,  there  is  none  more 
proper  than  the  retreat  of  an  army  which 
decamps  to  fall  back.  When  a  pai-tifan 
happens  to  get  information  of  it  on  the 
eve  by  good  fpies,  he  ought  to  fet  out 
immediately  with  his  whole  party,  mak- 
ing fuch  a  round  as  has  been  drawn  in 
Plate  IX.  leaving  his  infantry  in  ambuf- 
cade  at  half  way. 

The  cavalry  muft  be  diligent  to  arrive 
at  the  place  of  ambufcade  by  day-break, 
which  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  route 
that  the  enemy  is  to  take,  and  two  or 
three  leagues  in  the  rear  of  his  camp. 

To  be  more  fecure  of  his  retreat,  he 
fhould  leave  two  or  three  detachments 
of  cavalry  between  him  and  his  infantry, 
at  a  good  diftance  from  one  another ;  the 
remainder  to  line  the  road  in  feveral 
ranks  parallel  to  it,  and  three  or  four 
hundred  paces  behind  one  another,  con- 
cealed from  the  view  of  paffengers  by 
the  favour  of  hollows,  woods,  or  hills. 

The  firft  line  being  near  the  road  muft 
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take  care  of  fu tiers,  equipages,  &c.  which 
are  the  forerunners  of  an  army,  and  the 
firfl  to  decamp  when  they  are  retiring. 
When  they  fecure  feme  waggons  or 
mules,  the  firfl  detachment  mould  pafs 
them  to  the  fecond,  and  fo  on  till  they 
come  to  the  infantry. 

You  mufl  haflen  to  carry  off  what 
you  can  for  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour, 
after  which  you  rauft  prefs  your  retreat, 
expecting  that  the  alarm  will  foon  pafs 
to  the  army,  and  the  light  troops  be  in- 
ilantly  at  your  heels. 


<u 
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CHAP.     XV. 

Of  the  Retreat. 

EVERY  march  in  withdrawing 
from  the  enemy  is  called  a  retreat. 
That  which  is  done  in  fight  of  the  ene- 
my, who  purfues  with  a  fuperior  force, 
makes  my  prefent  fubjecl: ;  and  is,  with 
reafon,  looked  upon  as  the  glory  of  the 
profeflion.  It  is  a  manoeuvre  the  moft 
delicate,  and  the  propereft  to  difplay  the 
prudence,  genius,  courage,  and  addrefs 
of  an  officer  who  commands ;  the  hiflo- 
ries  of  all  ages  teftify  it,  and  hiftorians 
have  never  been  fo  lavifh  of  eulogiums 
as  on  the  fubjecl:  of  the  brilliant  retreats 
of  their  heroes.  If  it  is  important,  it  is 
no  lefs  difficult  to  regulate,  on  account 
of  the  variety  of  circumftances,  each  of 
which  demand  different  principles,  and 
an  almoft  endlefs  detail. 

The  bounds  which  I  have  prefcribed 
to  myfelf  will  confine  me  to  the  moft  ef- 
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fential :  however,  I  fhall  -explain  my- 
felf  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  will  be  eafy 
to  apply  the  general  to  particular  cafes. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  retreat  depends  up- 
on the  knowledge  of  the  country  that 
is  to  be  paiTed  over,  and  the  goodnefs  of 
the  difpofition  that  is  made  for  the  troops 
to  defend  themfelves.  The  firft  offers 
advantages,  and  contributes  greatly  to 
the  feizing  them ;  the  fecond  reftrains 
the  ardor  of  the  enemy,  and  keeps  up 
the  force  of  a  party  to  its  high  eft  pitch. 
Both  defer ve  to  be  ftudied. 

1  ft,  Every  officer  who  commands  a 
detachment  ought  to  apply  himfelf  care- 
fully to  reconnoitre  every  ftep  he  takes, 
and  examine  perfectly  every  route  that 
can  conduct,  him  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther ;  he  mould  obferve  attentively  all 
the  ftratagems  that  can  be  employed  for 
ambufhing  infantry,  or  polling  cavalry ; 
the  courfe  of  rivers,  their  bridges  and 
fords ;  the  roads  moft  covered  with  woods, 
hills,  gullies,  and  villages;  and  in  a  word 
he  mould  know  all  the  advantages,  as 
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well  as  the  dangers  that  lie  in  his  way. 
It  will  be  eafy  for  him  to  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  all  this,  if  he  will  ufe  the  me- 
thod recommended  in  Chapter  X.  With 
the  afliftance  of  fuch  a  plan  he  may  re- 
gulate his  retreat  with  eafe,  and  put  it 
in  practice  to  advantage,  profiting  by  e- 
very  means  proper  for  his  defence,  or 
furprizing  the  enemy. 

2dly,  The  difpofitions  that  ought  to 
be  made  for  a  party,  to  fuftain  their  re- 
treat in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  depend 
upon  the  number  and  kind  of  troops  in 
both  corps  ;  for  they  muft  be  varied  ac- 
cording as  they  happen  to  be  of  cavalry 
or  infantry  united,  or  of  either  fingly. 

Every  forced  retreat  in  confequence 
of  an  unfortunate  action,  would  be  al- 
moft  impracticable,  if  it  were  not  pre- 
meditated before  you  come  in  prefence 
of  the  enemy,  or  when  you  are  obliged 
to  fly  by  unknown  routes.  That  which 
can  be  made  in  a  fog,  or  in  the  night, 
is  eafieft,  when  your  rear  is  fecured,  as 
you  can  flip  out  of  fight  of  the  ene- 
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my  without  any  difficulty,  and  they 
will  be  afraid  of  following  you  for  fear 
of  being  furprifed  in  the  dark :  we  mall 
only  therefore  fpeak  of  that  which  is  to 
be  made  in  open  day,  and  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy. 

To  conduct  it  properly,  you  mull  ab- 
folutely  know  the  ftrength  of  the  ene- 
my ;  for  it  is  fhameful  to  be  the  dupe 
of  a  falfe  alarm,  and  to  retreat  precipi- 
tately from  an  ill-founded  fear  at  the  ap- 
proach of  an  inferior  enemy.  You  mull 
therefore  be  convinced  of  his  great  fu- 
periority,  and  know  what  his  party  con- 
fifts  of. 

If  they  come  with  a  flrong  cavalry, 
united  to  a  more  numerous  infantry  than 
yours,  you  muft  immediately  render 
their  acting  ufelefs,  by  hurrying  your  in- 
fantry as  quick  as  poffible  to  retreat  to 
the  firft  place  where  they  can  lie  in  am- 
bufli,  and  ferve  the  cavalry  advantage- 
ouily,  if  they  can  draw  on  thofe  of  the 
enemy,  as  has  been  faid  in  fpeaking  of 
ambufcades. 
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To  conceal  from  the  enemy,  and  fa- 
vour the  departure  of  your  infantry,  you 
ihould  caufe  your  cavalry  to  advance, 
and  pretend  as  if  they  were  going  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  A,  [Plate  X1L]  your 
party  forming  in  two  divifions  B  and  C, 
each  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  the  fecond 
double  the  firft,  and  difpofed  as  in  the 
plan. 

The  diviiion  C  is  to  retire  firft  i  o  o  or 
200  paces,  and  then  fronting  the  ene- 
my divide  into  two  wings,  leaving  an 
interval  for  the  paHage  of  the  diviiion 
B,  who,  in  retiring,  muft  leave  a  rear- 
guard at  fifty  paces,  which  muft  be  di- 
vided into  feveral  parties  D,  to  fcamper 
about  the  enemy's  front ;  and  in  cafe 
they  appear  defirous  to  attack  you,  your 
fmall  parties  muft  keep  a  conftant  fire, 
particularly  on  the  fides  that  advance 
the  moft ;  and  continue  this  manoeuvre 
till  they  have  joined  the  diviiion  C,  which 
Ihould  immediately  detach  fome  fmall 
parties  of  the  beft  mounted  to  ferve 
for  a  rear-guard,  and  to  harrafs  the  ene- 
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my,  till  the  divifion  B  is  drawn  up  an 
hundred  paces  in  the  rear,  and  divided 
into  wings,  leaving  an  interval  for  the 
divifion  C  to  pafs  through  in  its  turn; 
and  continue  to  manoeuvre  it  in  this 
manner,  till  you  draw  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry under  the  fire  of  your  infantry. 

When  the  force  of  the  enemy  con- 
iifts  of  cavalry  alone,  your  infantry 
(marked  in  the  plan  by  dotted  right 
angles)  mould  retire  jointly  with  the 
cavalry,  at  leaft  if  the  country  does  not 
expofe  you  to  be  furrounded  by  fome 
covered  place ;  becaufe  in  that  cafe  your 
infantry  mould  go  and  occupy  that 
place,  and  form  an  ambufcade. 

The  reft  of  the  infantry  mould  place 
themfelves  in  the  fecond  line  of  each  di- 
vifion. If  the  enemy  approaches  the 
firft  line  too  near,  they  mould  fall  light- 
ly back  upon  the  two  wings  of  the  fe- 
cond, opening  the  center  quickly  for 
the  infantry,  to  fire  upon  the  enemy  in 
platoons,  at  the  fame  time  that  your  ca- 
valry detach  feveral  fmall  parties  to  ad- 
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vance  briikly  to  prevent  the  enemy's 
forming,  who  were  thrown  into  confu- 
iion  by  the  fire  of  the  infantry.  The 
divifion  which  retires  will  force  its  march, 
and  go  to  a  greater  or  lefs  diftance  ac- 
cording to  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy.. 
The  fuftaining  divifion  muft  fall  back 
afterwards  till  it  has  palled  between  the 
wings  of  the  fecond  divifion,  wrho  muft 
then  make  the  manoeuvre  of  the  firft, 
continuing  it  alternately  till  the  enemy 
defiils  from  the  purfuit. 

To  facilitate  the  retreat  of  the  infant- 
ry, and  gain  fome  way  on  the  enemy, 
many  have  been  of  opinion  that  they 
ought  to  tranfport  them  in  waggons; 
but  when  the  enemy  is  at  our  heels,  the 
time  is  very  ill  employed  in  collecting 
carriages,  and  harnefling  them ;  thofe 
moments  are  too  precious,  and  mould 
be  employed  in  caufing  the  infantry  to 
move  off  quickly,  by  which  they  will 
not  be  expofed  to  a  train  of  waggons 
taken  in  hafte,  which  may  foon  break, 
or  be  put  out  of  order,  and  may  ftop 


FOR    OFFICERS.  247 

the  whole  line,  which  not  only  retards 
the  infantry,  but  likewife  the  cavalry, 
when  they  find  the  route  they  were  to 
have  taken  blocked  up  with  broken  car- 
riages. 

The  cafe  is  different  when  the  enemy 
is  at  fome  diftance,  or  that  you  have  al- 
ready got  fome  way  before  him ;  then 
if  a  waggon  breaks,  it  may  be  thrown 
immediately  out  of  the  road,  and  each 
horfe  of  the  carriage  may  carry  two  fol- 
diers,  or  be  diflributed  to  other  carriages,. 
If  many  are  broke,  a  part  of  the  men 
mould  run  on  foot  for  fome  time  till 
they  are  tired,  and  then  they  may  change 
with  fome  of  the  ftoutefr,  who  may  af- 
terwards change  with  others,  according 
to  neceffity  or  the  poflibility  of  the  cafe* 

When  there  happens  to  be  a  wood  in 
your  rear,  you  need  not  enter  it  if  the 
enemy  follows  you  clofe,  and  is  prevent- 
ed by  your  ftrength ;  it  is  better  to  coaft 
along  it  by  the  route  marked  G,  for  fear 
of  his  coming  round  you ;  but  if  you 
cannot  avoid  croilins:  it,  the  divifion  C 
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mould  pafs  quickly,  and  at  getting  out 
face  to  the  two  flanks  of  the  wood.  The 
divifion  B  is  to  remain  at  the  entrance 
of  it,  till  they  judge  that  the  divifion  C 
is  fufficiently  advanced,  and  then  fall 
back,  leaving  the  infantry  for  a  rear- 
guard, during  the  whole  paiTage  through 
the  wood ;  at  which  time  the  whole 
mould  refume  their  fine,  difpolitiori. 

In  all  defiles,  and  paffages  of  bridges* 
the  fame  manoeuvre  mould  be  ufed  as 
for  woods  ;  but  the  hrfl  divifion  having 
pafTed,  they  Ihould  form  facing  the  ene- . 
my;  and  the  infantry  likewife  draw  up 
on  the  other  fide,  upon  the  edge  of  the 
river. 

When  the  country  through  which  you' 
are  to  retire  happens  to  be  mountainous, 
the  divifion  which  falls  back  mould  guard 
the  heights  by  fmall  detached  parties,  or, 
if  pofTible,  guard  them  themfelves. 

A  body  of  cavalry  retreating  with- 
out infantry,  ought  to  form  in  three 
lines  at  two  hundred  paces  behind  one 
-mother  \  the  two  laft  extending  their 
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front,  that  they  may  appear  more  nu- 
merous, and  draw  up  on  the  two  fides 
out  of  the  road.  The  firft  line  being  at- 
tacked, the  fecond  is  to  fuftain  it,  the 
third  to  wait  the  retreat  of  the  fifft,  and 
to  fuftain  the  fecond,  and  continue  to 
do  fo  alternately. 

If  the  enemy  feem  to  quit  the  purfuit, 
the  whole  corps  muft  refume  the  order 
of  an  ordinary  march ;  with  this  pre- 
caution, that  the  rear-guard  be  reinforced, 
and  the  advanced  guard  weakened* 

As  to  the  retreat  of  a  fmall  detach- 
ment of  cavalry,  fuch  as  go  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy,  to  difcover  their  march, 
to  carry  off  fome  officer,  or  for  fome  o- 
ther  commiffion,  as  they  are  not  nume- 
rous enough  to  fkirmifh,  and  retreat  by 
rule,  they  have  but  two  ways  to  choofe ; 
either  to  fly,  or  break  through  the  ene- 
my. They  ought  to  determine  for  the 
laft,  when  their  retreat  is  cut  off  on  all 
fides,  fo  that  they  have  no  other  way  to 
efcape  but  by  cutting  their  way  through 
the  enemy  fword  in  hand  3  but  flight  is 
f  R" 
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always  lefs  hazardous  when  it  is  prac- 
ticable. 

If  the  officer  is  certain  of  the  fidelity 
of  his  men,  and  their  attachment  to  him, 
and  fees  that  they  cannot  get  out  of  fight 
of  the  enemy,  but  are  ready  to  fall  into 
their  hands,  he  ought  to  try  one  means 
ftill,  which  has  been  known  frequently 
to  fucceed.  He  fhould  difperfe  his  party 
by  two  and  two,  by  the  favour  of  the 
firft  covered  place,  where  they  may  be 
at  liberty  to  take  fo  many  different  routes. 
It  is  evident,  that  two  men  may  wind 
from  right  to  left,  and  efcape  more  eafily 
than  a  party  of  twelve  or  twenty,  who 
cannot  move  fo  freely. 

Mr.  Jeney  made  ufe  of  fuch  an  expe- 
dient fuccefsfully  in  Italy,  when  the  Spa- 
niards having  advice  of  his  detachment 
having  flipped  to  the  rear  of  their  army, 
they  cut  off  his  retreat  on  all  fides.  The 
whole  party  being  difperfed,  he  took  two 
huffars  with  him,  and  was  followed  fo 
clofe,  that  every  inftant  he  thought  he 
mufl  be  taken  5  however,  he  faved  him- 
1 
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felfby  crofting  amarfhy  pond.  The  ene- 
my ran  to  turn  him,  but  he  got  fo  far 
before  them  that  they  could  not  take 
him.  He  got  fafe  to  his  pcft,  and  in  three 
days  the  whole  detachment  met  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man :  which  will  prove,  that 
in  fuch  a  fituation  we  need  not  defpair, 
and  that  in  extreme  neceflity,  the  paf- 
fage  of  a  river  or  morafs  ought  not  to  be 
declined. 

In  a  forced  retreat,  prudence  requires 
that  we  mould  facrifice  every  thing  to 
preferve  life  and  liberty ;  therefore  we 
muft  not  hefitate  a  moment  in  difin- 
cumbering  ourfelves  of  every  thing  that 
can  burthen  us,  or  retard  our  march. 
Equipages,  booty,  prifoners,  all  muft  go, 
that  we  may  think  only  of  the  means  of 
making  our  retreat  moft  expeditioufly. 

Having  gone  through  what  was  pro- 
pofed  at  fetting  out,  it  muft  be  left  to 
judges  to  determine  how  far  the  end 
propofed  in  compiling  this  eflay  has  been 
anfwered.  I  Ihall  only  add,  that  it  is  my 
firm  opinion,  that  a  corps  of  a  partifan^ 
R  2 
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formed  according  to  the  arrangement 
given  in  the  beginning  of  this  treatife, 
would  be  not  only  capable  of  great  fer- 
■vice,  but  would  much  excell  every  mi- 
litary eftablifhment  that  has  hitherto  ta- 
ken place  in  this  country. 
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ADDRESS,  extraordinary  inftance  of  it 
in  Sir  William  Erfkine,  212. 

Ambufcade,  what  it  is,  217.  the  manner  of 
placing  one,  221.  225.  never  more  proper 
than  when  an  army  decamps  to  fall  back, 
238. 

Amiens,  the  furprife  of  that  place,  126. 

Angles,  in  the  defence  of  a  houfe  the  places 
moft  neceflary  to  be  covered  are  the  falient 
angles,  27. 

Approaches,  of  out-pofts  how  to  guard,  100. 

Arms,  the  moft  proper  for  the  corps  of  a  par- 
tifan,  43. 

Arrangement,  of  the  corps  of  apartifan,  39, 

Attack,  of  polls,  149.  true  and  falfe  how- 
made,  1 5  1 .  of  a  redoubt,  155.  of  detach^ 
ed  buildings,  161. 

Avenues,  how  to  reconnoitre  thofe  of  a  poft 
which  is  to  be  attacked,  97. 
B 

Barbets,  what  they  are,  and  how  they  fly  be- 
fore a  luperior  enemy  and  deftroy  them,  84. 

R  3 
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Barcelona,  the  comparing  of  two  attacks  made 
there,  163. 

Battering  ram,  a  kind  of  to  fupply  the  want  of 
cannon  in  the  attack  of  detached  buildings, 
162. 

Benevar,  (in  Spain)  the  furprife  of,   181. 

Berwick,  (the  Marfhal)  attacks  a  pofi:  of  con- 
fequence  at  Barcelona  and  carries  it,  163. 

Blinds,  how  to  cover  a  party  by  them  from  be- 
ing commanded  by  a  neighbouring  height, 

Breach,  when  made  in  the  parapet  to  be  filled 
up  with  felled  trees,  131. 

Bremen,  the  furprife  of  attempted,  210. 

Brefcia,  the  defence  of  a  pofi  near  it  by  the 
Chevalier  Folard,  135. 

Bridge,  to  defend,  19. 

Brifac,  the  furprife  of  mifcarried  by  accident, 
125- 

Brunfwick,  (the  Prince  of-)  an  excellent  gene- 
ral and  true  genius  of  a  partifan,  furprifes 
Zerenberg,  209. 

Buckets  of  water,  their  ufe  in  the  defence  of  a 
houfe,  135. 

C 

Camp,  the  furprifing  it  in  time  of  an  action, 
204. 

Campbell,  (Captain-lieutenant  of  the  8  8th  re- 
giment) his  defence  of  the  remarkable  pofi 
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near    CalTel    called    the    Hercules,     138c 
Cannon,  a  manner  of  fupplying  the  want  of 

them  in  the  attack  of  detached  buildings, 

162. 
Capitulation,  what  ought  to  be  demanded  at 

the  capitulation  of  a  poll,  141. 
Centries,  thofe  beft  acquainted  with  their  du- 
ty to  be  placed  next  the  enemy,  114.  Ihould 

be  examined  in  the  detail  of  their  duty,  117. 
Charles,   (XII.  of  Sweden)   his  defence  of  a 

houfe  of  wood  againft  20,000  Turks  and 

Tartars,  147. 
Cremona,  the  defence  of  it  a  proof  of  what 

determined  bravery  can  do,  144, 
D. 
Dams,  how  conftrudted,  23. 
Defence,  of  pofts,  99.  depends  on  the  talents 

of  the  officers,  not  on  the  number  of  fol- 

diers,  133. 
Deferters,  how  to  difpofe  of  them  when  they 

come  to  a  poft,  109. 
Detachments,  the  fmalleft  of  great  importance 

to  an  army,  and  how  to  prepare  for  going 

on  them,  6 1 .   their  manner  of  taking  pof- 

feffion  of  a  poft,  85. 
Difpofition,  for  the  attack  of  a  poft,  151. 
Ditch,  its  proportions,  and  how  to  be  traced, 

13,  to  fill  up,  160. 
Dragoons,  the  excellent  condition  of  the  fc- 
R  4 
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cond  regiment  attributed  folely  to  the  men, 

43- 

Duty  of  an  officer  during  the  attack  of  his 
poft,  134. 

E 

Emulation,  the  want  of  encouragement  to  ex- 
cite it,  the  great  caufe  of  the  mifconduct  of 
military  men,   146. 

Enfernay,  (captain)  his  method  of  fecuring 
his  poft  from  being  commanded  by  a  neigh? 
bouring  height,  30. 

Erfkine,  (Sir  William)  faves  his  regiment  by 
uncommon  prefence  of  mind,  212.  makes 
a  regiment  of  French  infantry  to  furrender 
by  Angular  addrefs,  213. 

Exercife,  (the)  its  importance,  5  1.  the  ufes  of 
it  fhould  be  made  known  to  the  men,  52. 
F 

Fairs,  to  be  prevented  in  villages  where  poll- 
ed,  121. 

Felled  trees,  a  moft  formidable  obftacle  as  can 
be  oppofed  to  an  enemy,  22.  the  manner  of 
placing  them,  23.  to  fill  up  a  breach,   131. 

Fires,  where  to  be  lighted,  and  where  to  be  a- 
voided,  115.  what  is  to  be  done  when  a 
houfe  in  your  poft  is  on  fire,  128. 

Fog,  the  time  of,  favourable  for  furprifing  the 
enemy,  193. 

Folard,  (the  Chevalier)  his  defence  of  a  poft 
near  Brefcia,  135. 
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Fords,  how  to  be  defended,  19. 

G 
Genoa,  the  inhabitants  of,  drive  out  the  4-uf- 

trian  army  and  the  reafon  of  it,   130. 
Geometry,   neceflary  for  an  officer  not  very 

extenfive,   1 . 
Grenades, unaccountably  funk  into  dimfe,  132. 

the  advantage  of  them  ihewn  at  the  iiege  of 

CafTel,   159. 
Guards,  (advanced)  how  to  march.  66.    the 

advantage  of  having  them  of  cavalry,  66. 

how  to  fix  them  in  out-pofts,  99.   the  fafe- 

ty  of  the  army  depends  on  their  vigilance, 

and  relaxation  in  them  of  the  moil  fatal 

confequence,  113. 
Guides,  how  to  judge  of  them,   95.    to  fe- 

cure  their  fidelity,  153. 
Guftavus  Vafa  furprifes  and  burns  a  Danilh 

fleet,  186. 

H 
Hannibal  the  Carthaginian  general  forms  a 

defign  againftRome,  and  abandons  it,  215. 
Heights,  how  to  prevent  being  commanded  by 

them,  30. 
Helmets,,  their  ufe  to  the  infantry,  43. 
Hercules,  the  defence  of  that  poit  by  Captain 

Campbell,  138. 

I 
Jeney  (Mr,  de)  his  method  of  procuring  in- 
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telligence,  92.  his  account  of  paffing 
through  a  fortified  town  with  a  numerous 
garrifon  unobferved  during  a  ftorm,  191. 
his  fuccefs  in  an  ambufcade,  233.  efcapes 
when  purfued,  250. 

Inhabitants,  to  afiift  in  fortifying  pofts,  35. 
ready  to  revolt,  127.  danger  of  provoking 
them  by  ill  treatment,   130,  165. 

Infpection,  of  detachments  before  marching 
very  necefTary,  61. 

Intelligence,  how  to  procure,  93. 
L. 

Ladders,  the  manner  of  employing  them  in 
the  attack  of  a  poft,  157. 

Lagoras,  his  furprife  of  Sardis,  169. 

Leonidas,  king  of  Lacedaemon  with  300 
Spartans  flops  the  immenfe  army  of  Xer- 
xes in  the  flraits  of  Thermopylae,  145. 

Lime  (quick)  the  ufe  which  may  be  made  of 
it  in  the  defence  of  a  poft,  132. 

Limits,  no  foldier  in  a  detached  poft;  to  be  al- 
lowed to  pafs  them,  105. 

Loop-holes,  to  be  made  in  the  walls  of  houfes, 

27- 

M. 

Maclean  (Major)  of  the  88th  regiment,  his 

behaviour  at  Zerenberg,  209. 
Manoeuvres,  the  foldiers  fhould  be  inftruc- 

ted  in  the  purpofes  of  them,  5  2 . 
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Marching,  the  manner  of  it,  6$. 

Markets,  not  to  be  allowed  in  villages  where 
pofted,  |2i. 

Mutineers,  how  to  be  treated,  60. 
N. 

Nangle  (Cornet)  his  attack  with  an  advanced 
guard,  67. 

Nifmes,  furprize  of  by  Capt.  St  Cofme,  182., 
O 

Officers,  the  principal  object  for  thofe  who 
are  detached  in  the  field,  113.  on  their  ta- 
lents not  the  number  of  foldiers  depends 
the  refiftance  of  pofts,  133.  ought  to  be 
of  impenetrable  fecrecy,  178.  the  reafon 
of  their  not  attempting  to  fignalize  them- 
felves,   146. 

Orders,  in  writing  mould  be  fixed  up  in  the 
leiTer  pofts,  129. 

Oftend,  befieged  three  years  by  Archduke 
Albert,  147. 

P 

Parapet,  what  fhould  be  done  when  the  ene= 
my  have  made  a  breach  in  it,  132. 

Parties,  advancing  to  pofts  fhould  be  exami- 
ned with  attention,  109. 

Partifan,  the  corps  of,  30.  the  qualifications 
necefTary  in  a  partifan,  46.  not  to  depend 
on  the  ftratagems  of  others,  but  to  fee  what 
can  be  effected  by  hardinefs  and  activity, 
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1 8  6.  his  method  of  furprifing  a  poft  in 
bad  weather,  187.  or  the  wing  or  an  ar- 
my in  camp,  1 99.  the  time  of  a  battle  pro- 
per for  his  ftriking  a  ftroke  of  the  greateft 
importance,   and  the  manner  of  it,    201. 

Patroles,  to  be  fent  a  little  before  fun-rife  and 
fun-fet  to  examine  the  environs,  104.  how 
to  behave  at  meeting  a  patrole  of  the  ene- 
my, 118. 

Peafants,  to  affift  in  the  fortifying  pofts,  35. 
to  be  placed  centries  that  inhabitants  may 
be  diftinguifhed  from  ftrangers,  120. 

Petite-Guerre,  what  it  means,  37. 

Pillaging,  the  great  danger  of  the  foldiers  with- 
drawing to  plunder  in  the  time  of  an  attack, 

167. 

Pofts,  upon  them  depend  the  fafety  of  the  ar- 
my, 8.  the  choice  of  their  fituation,  9. 
how  to  fecure  when  commanded  by  a 
height,  30.  their  defence,  gg.  what  ren- 
ders them  in  fome  degree  impregnable,  133. 
why  they  do  not  hold  out  better  than  they 
commonly  do,  145.   of  the  attack,  149. 

Proceffions,  to  be  forbid  in  villages  where  pof- 
ted,  121. 

Proportions,   of  a  fquare  redoubt,  13.    of  a 
circular  redoubt,   19. 
R 

Reconnoitring,  the  intention  of,  87.    in  a 
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country  what  to  obferve,  89.   a  poft  how 
to  do  it,  97. 
Recruits,  the  younger  the  better,   if  able  to 

carry  arms,  42.  for  the  cavalry,  fhould  be 

men  who  are  lovers  of  horfes,  42. 
Redan,   to  defend  a  defile,  bridge,   road,  or 

ftreet,  20. 
Redoubt,  how  to  trace  a  fquare  one,  1  3.  how 

to  conftruct,  how  to  trace  a  circular  one,  1 9. 
Religion,  the  moft  folid  fentiments  of  it,  the 

foundation  of  true  honour,  58. 
Referve,  there  fhould  be  a  fmall  one  placed  in 

the  dry  ditch  to  fally  forth  upon  the  flanks 

of  the  enemy,  132. 
Retreat,  what  is  meant  by  it,  240.  night  or 

a  fog  the  propereft  time  for  it,    242.  the 

manner  of  executing  it  in  the  face  of  a  fu- 

perior  enemy,  243. 
Revolt,  of  the  inhabitants  in  a  detached  poft 

how  to  prevent,  127. 
Roads,  the  manner  of  breaking  them,  20. 
Rohan  (Duke  de)  his  relation  of  a  brave  de- 
fence, 82. 
Rome,  Hannibal  abandons  the  attack  of,  from 

a  ridiculous  panic,  216. 
Rounds,  fhould  be  fentfrequentlyinthenight9 

116. 

S 
Sally,  from  a  poft  that  is  to  be  abandoned  •.  142. 


INDEX. 

Sardis,  taken  by  efcaiade,  172. 

Saxe  (Marfhal)  his  opinion  of  the  life  of  the 
redoubts,  22.  on  the  marching  detach- 
ments, 78.   his  efcape  by  Tallying,  142. 

Soldiers,  mould  be  inftructed  in  the  manner 
of  defending  an  intrenchment,  117,  132. 

St.  Cofme  (Captain)  furprifes  Nifmes,  182. 

Stones,  the  ufeofin  the  defence  of  a  poft,  138. 

Storms,  the  time  of  proper  for  the  furprize 
ofpofts,  187. 

Strangers,  the  precautions  neceflary  to  be  ta- 
ken before  they  are  admitted  into  an  out' 
poft,  127 

Streets,  how  to  defend,  20. 

Subordination,  in  what  it  confifts,  55. 

Subftftance,  of  detached  pofts  how  to  be  taken 
care  of,  in. 

Surprifes,   the  tranflator  of  Polybius's  fenti- 
ments  on  that  fubjedr,  121.  what  ought  to 
be  known  before  they  are  attempted,  175. 
of  the  wing  of  an  army  in  camp,  199. 
T. 

Tracing,  officers  mould  praclife  it,  4. 

Travers  (Baron  de)  his  fentiments  about  the 
refiftance  ofpofts,  116.   of  the  manner  of 
efcaping  from  a  poft  that  is  abandoned,  143, 
U. 

Utenfils,  neceflary  for  detachments,  62. 


INDEX. 

V. 

Vauban  (Marfhal)  his  opinion  of  the  caufe  of 
the  misfortunes  that  happen  to  officers  de- 
tached in  war,  63. 

Vedel  (Captain)  prevents  his  poft  from  being 
furprifed,  125. 

Vedettes,  their  duty,  105. 

Vigilance,  the  fafety  of  the  army  depends  on 
that  of  the  out-pofts,  8.   113. 

Villages,  how  to  fortify,  3  2 . 
W. 

Windows,  how  to  fortify,  29. 
Z. 

Zerenberg,  the  furprife  of  by  the  prince  of 
Brunfwick,  209. 


THE     END, 


Directions  for  binding  the  Plate s. 


N°  i.  to  face  Page  6.- 


2,  3>  4- 

20. 

5. 

24. 

6. 

72- 

8. 

98. 

7. 

108. 

9- 

208. 

10,  11. 

232, 

12. 

248. 

E     R 

R 

A 

T     A, 


Page  18.   G,  read  C, 
2.  o  7.,  H,  read  h 


